HECTOR’S WORLD
Cyberbullying: You’re Not Alone 
[Length: 7:00 seconds]

Source: cybersmart.gov.au/hectorsworld.com

(Hector’s World theme song)

Hector: Oh, Hi! I’m glad you’re here. I wanted to share a story with you about the time I was hurt by someone’s mean joke. I didn’t think anything like that would ever get to me. But it did. Hmmm. Anyway, it all happened when everyone when to the Silicon Deep Police Station to celebrate Digital Citizens’ Day...

Constable: Good morning everyone and welcome top our celebration of Digital Citizens’ Day! Today we celebrate what it is to be part of a supportive digital community. It’s great to see all your smiling faces.

Ming: I was minding my own business when suddenly . . .  (Cell phone rings. Nasty picture text shows up on Ming’s phone.)

Ughhh. (Ming shuts the phone, but it starts ringing again and again, even after she shuts it. Ming storms out.)

(Two other fish look at a phone and giggle.)

(Next scene: Hector and his friends playing.)

--Ready? Draw!

--I win! Ooooooo!

Ming: It’s just a silly joke, that’s all. 

(Ming’s phone rings again, with the same mean picture.)

Hmph!

Hector: Ming? Ming. Ming wait! 
Tama:What’s wrong, Hector?

Hector: I’m not sure, Tama.

Fish: Ummm. I think I know. 
(Ranjeet the crab gets the mean picture text)

--Oh boy!

Tama: I don’t think it’s very funny. What should we do, Hector?

Hector: I think Tama is right. It’s not really very funny. Ming seems very upset. I don’t blame her. How would you feel if it was you in the altered photo? We’d all like to help Ming, but we’re not sure where to start. Do you have any ideas on how we could help?

PAUSE POINT (3:00)

Hector: Wow! You came up with some really great ideas! I think I’ll go find Constable Solosolave and share them with him. I’m sure he can help us decide on how to help Ming. Catch you later!

Ming: How could they laugh at that silly picture of me? They’re supposed to me my friends. I don’t care. It doesn’t worry me. It’s just a silly...(sniff)...a silly joke (on the verge of tears).

Ming’s Mom: Ming? Ming?

Ming: Everything’s fine, Mom! Why did they have to send that ridiculous photo to everyone? Why pick me? (crying) 

Oh, hi. I guess you think I’m pretty silly being so upset by a stupid picture. Well, you might be right. But it’s just so embarrassing! It seems like everyone is laughing at me behind my back. Even my friends. (phone rings again) I can’t go anywhere without seeing that photo again and again. 

--Computer turns on: You have mail. (The mean picture pops up on the screen.) 

Ming: I don’t know how to stop it. I’d really appreciate your advice. What should I do?

PAUSE POINT (4:15)

Ming: Hey! You’ve been great. Thanks! I think I’ll go talk to Mom now. I know she’ll listen and figure out the best way to help. (takes a deep breath) Mom?!

(Goes back to the Citizens’ Day Scene)

...and I am very proud to say that Silicon Deep has some of the finest digital citizens in the entire ocean. We never stand by and let mean things happen to people in our community.  We stand together. Isn’t that right, Silicon Deep?

Brooke: I don’t think that photo was a very good idea, Bella. 

Bella: Yeah, Brooke. Hector was right. It’s not so funny now, is it?

Ming’s Mom: Go on, dear. (Ming swims to friends)

Friends: Ming! We were worried about you! I’m glad you came back Ming. We really missed you. 

Ranjeet: That silly photo never mattered. The glasses...uhhh...They looked good on you!

--What Ranjeet is trying to say, Ming, is that you can always count on us, no matter what. 

--Ah, Ming...I think there’s someone here who has something to say. 

Brooke: Ming...uhhh...B-Bella and I, we...umm...We wanted to apologize for making that picture of you and sending it around. 

--We didn’t think it would upset you as much as it did. We’re really sorry. Here. (They hand Ming a gift.)

Ming: We all learned something that day. I‘d never given cyberbullying much thought until it happened to me. It felt like everyone was laughing at me, even my friends. And I didn’t think I could talk to anyone about it. But in the end, it was talking to my Mom and the support of my friends that helped put everything right. Cyberbullying is serious. The most important thing to do is talk about it with an adult you trust. I know you might feel like you want to keep it to yourself, but telling someone will really help make things better. 

--I like this photo. It’s really special, don’t you think?

Credits (6:40)

