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In an effort to continually improve the experience for everyone involved with the GIS Users Group meetings, please find below a review of the Group’s activities over the past year.  Based heavily on positive feedback received from participants, the Center for Shared Solutions (CSS) continued with the same format as in 2012 for the GIS Users Group in 2013:

· The meeting was held on a bi-monthly basis on even numbered months.
· Meetings were broken into morning and afternoon sessions.  
· The morning session consisted of networking time, organizational updates and a thirty minute special topic.
· The afternoon session was a two hour education session that usually consisted of a PowerPoint, demonstration, and discussion. (List Below)
· CSS provided coffee, tea, and snacks (e.g. bagels or donuts) during the morning networking time.  
· CSS continued its support of the meetings by assigning a staff member, at 10% FTE, to act as a liaison for this meeting to ensure that it was planned, marketed, and run smoothly every other month.  The Liaison for 2013 was Bob Reszka.  Bob Reszka will be retiring in early 2014 – a new liaison will be assigned.

The 2013 GIS User Group meetings continued to build on the success established in 2012.  
 
· The average meeting attendance for 2013 was steady at 40+ participants. (avg. 2-4 dial in remotely), with an average 75% of the morning session participants  returning for the afternoon educational sessions.
· There was also a notable increase in new participants to the meeting.  Throughout 2013, over 40 new names were added to the attendee list and 149 people joined the GIS ListServ.  
· Meeting attendance continued to be diverse in nature, representing GIS Users from across disciplines – Local, State, and Federal government, academia, private sector, and not-for-profit entities.

In further effort to improve the GIS Users Meeting, CSS has been working to secure a single location for all of 2013 and has been able to accomplish this with one exception in the month of February.  Also, CSS will be investigating several technical options to broadcast the meeting to a wider audience so that those who cannot travel to Lansing can still be engaged in the meeting.  



Special Topic and Educational Sessions held in 2013   
Further information and meeting minutes are available at the GIS Users Group website (http://www.michigan.gov/cgi/0,4548,7-158-52927_53037_12761_15235---,00.html):

February 
· Morning - “Michigan ESRI K-12 GIS License Program”, by Michael Dueweke
· Afternoon - “New State Program for Imagery, LiDAR and Data as a Service”, by Krysia Sapeta, Brad Arshat and Everett Root
April
· Morning - “A Kent County Murder Trial; Karl Cotton Jr.”, by Brodey Hill
· Afternoon - “To Sell of Not to Sell”, by Andrew Hartwick and Trevor Floyd
June
· Morning - :The University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute”, by Michelle Barnes
· Afternoon – “MI Critical Incident Management System (MI CIMS) and Disaster Management GIS”, by Jacylin Barcroft, James Tchorzynski and Trevor Havleka
August
· Morning – “2013 IMAGIN Conference Recap, by Scott Ambs
· Afternoon - “LiDAR Uses and Benefits”, by Larry Schaner
October
· Morning - “Useful GIS Data Sets”, by Lisa Erickson and Brian Bower
· Afternoon - “City of Southfield – ArcGIS for Local Government”, by Sally Price and Steve Gogola
December
· Morning - “2013 MiCAMP Conference Recap”, by Andrew Hartwick
· Afternoon - “State of GIS Mapping Applications”, by Mike Donovan, Scott Reynolds, Ron Thomas, Josh Ross, Laurie Prange and Dave Tarrant


As always, if you have any questions/comments regarding the meeting please forward them on to the staff at the Center for Shared Solutions (517-373-7910).  Thanks again for helping to make 2013 such a success and we look forward to improving even more in 2014. 

