
Meeting Description: Monthly GIS Users Group Meeting 

Date: November 4, 2010   Time: 10:00 AM 

Location: Michigan Center for Shared Solutions & Technology Partnerships, George W. 

Romney Building, 10th Floor, Large Conference Room 

 

 

 

Attendees: 

Everett Root, DTMB/CSSTP 

Paul Harmon, DTMB/CSSTP 

Laura Blastic, DTMB/CSSTP 

Steve Aichele, USGS 

Joyce Newell, MDOT 

Sam Quon, City of Lansing 

Julie White, U.S. Census Bureau 

Teri Debler, DTMB/CSSTP 

Teleconference: 

Scott Ambs, Jackson County 

Valdis Kalnins, Allegan County 

 

 

 

 
I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

1. October meeting minutes are available for viewing on the CSSTP website. 
 
 
II.  Geographic Framework Program 
 
 A.  Framework Activities Update 
 Everett Root for Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. Deadline to submit changes for Version 11 is December 1; lockdown will be 
around February 1st with a delivery date in early April. 

2. Act 51 cleanup utilizing the new imagery. 
 



B.  Digital Ortho Update 
 Everett Root, CSSTP 

1. Looking for 2011 partnerships for Bing flight. 
2. Lower peninsula may be finished in 2011. 
3. 2010 imagery went live on Bing Maps on September 1. Later in September, 

new imagery became available from the Digital Globe Clear 30 project. 900 1 
degree by 1 degree tiles were delivered and 2 of these tiles were in MI and 
replaced the spring 2010 imagery. The Clear 30 imagery is leaf on, our 
standards are leaf off. MS is working on putting our tiles back. 

 
 C.  Conferences Update 

1. Imagin Conference, May 2-3, 2011, in Bay City at the Double Tree.   
 

 
III.  MDNRE Projects and Activities 
Not represented 
 
 
IV.  MDOT Projects and Activities  
Joyce Newell, MDOT 

1. I-94 LiDAR 15 centimeter and 18 ½ centimeter will be available. 
2. Working on improving transfer of lane mile data. 
3. Looking at how to get HPMS data into new format. 
4. Starting to look at better ways to obtain curve and grade data, since the van 

equipment is outdated and becoming inoperable. 
5. Freeway safety is another area that would be enhanced with GIS data. 
 

 
V.  MSP Projects and Activities 
Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. MSP was awarded an enhanced 911 grant and contracted CSSTP to update the 
PSAP with GIS. 

2. There is talk about getting the GIS community together with the dispatchers 
through meetings to be scheduled after the first of the year.  It will be handled 
similar to the way the NSDI grants were, with a website for input.  Contact Laura 
with any questions. 

 
 
VI.  MDCH Projects and Activities 
Not represented 
 
 
VII.  CSSTP Projects and Activities  
Everett Root, DTMB/CSSTP 

1. MiLocator upgrade in progress and will be in production very soon 



2. Access to the Bing Maps API will use a Microsoft system to create a token/key to 
assist the counties in accessing the license. Contact Everett if you have questions. 

 
 
Paul Harmon, DTMB/CSSTP 

1. Cross-boundary meeting is still being planned. 
2. NSDI 2011 grants are approaching deadline. 
3. An email seeking input will be going to the cross-boundary steering committee 

groups. 
4. Final version of Stewardship Plan is available on the website. 

 
 
VIII.  MSU/RSGIS Projects and Activities 
Not represented   

 
 

IX.  County/Local Projects and Activities 
 
Allegan County, Valdis Kalnins 

1. In response to FEMA contour questions, he believes the certificate would need a 
certified surveyor signature. 

2. Trying to catch up after the FEMA information. 
 

Jackson County, Scott Ambs 
1. Stated FEMA does want the LiDAR data. 
2. Looking forward to going to Imagin in Bay City. 
3. Disaster practice using Capture X went very well. 
4. Bringing parcels up to date on website.   
5. Gearing up for 2011 flight; flying 6” orthos and obliques; LiDAR collection with 

Hillsdale and Lenawee counties, delivery February 2011. 
 
City of Lansing, Sam Quon 

1. Updates to e-911 data set. 
2. Meeting next week to discuss what to do with LiDAR data from the Tri-County; 

2-ft contours first priority, building footprint second. 
 
 
X.  Regional Projects and Activities 
Not represented 
 
 
XI.  Federal Projects and Activities  
Julie White, U.S. Census Bureau 

1. Closing out the last of the field offices and deliver the counts to the president at 
the end of the year. 



2. The U.S. Census Bureau has appointed Jeff Behler as director of its Detroit 
Regional Office.  He leaves his position as deputy director of the Dallas Regional 
Office.  He began his Census Bureau career in the Detroit Regional Office in 
1997. 

3. Finalizing a process for challenges to be handled 
 
Steve Aichele, USGS 

1. Tri-County LiDAR was inspected and accepted; SEMCOG LiDAR was delivered 
and is a month out. 

2. 2010 NAIP has been collected and parts are on the data gateway. 
3. Probably no 2011 NAIP in Michigan. 
4. Elevation will be one of the first areas to receive money, if/when there is money. 
5. All new topo’s for Michigan being created right now.  Goal is to get to a 3-meter 

dem. 
6. Good time to get the NHD updates in. 
7. Forest service quads are being handled slightly differently and are que’d towards 

the end. 
 
 
XII.  Other Issues 
 
 
XIII.  Next Meeting Date November 4, 2010 10am-11am* 
 
*Reconvene at 11:15am for the business plan closeout 
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