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Welcome and Introductions
Wednesday, April 28, 2021

Allen Jansen
Senior Deputy Director

Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities



A quick announcement
• An emergency COVID-19 Adult Foster Care unit is now open at 

Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services in Grand Rapids.

• Provides an alternative setting for AFC residents 18 and older who are 
COVID-19 positive and who cannot be safely maintained in their 
current placement.

• Stays are limited to 14 days.

• The referring AFC must agree to take the individual back upon 
discharge.

For Admission Criteria, Daily Rate, and other information:
Pine Rest Contact Center (open 24/7):

616-455-9200 or 800-678-5500



Today’s topics and guests
• Emergency Preparedness Committee Update

Katie Puskar, Departmental Analyst 

• What we know about COVID-19 Variants
Dr. Marty Soehnlen, PhD, MPH, PHLD(ABB)
Infectious Disease Division, Bureau of Laboratories

• Vaccine Updates / After Clinics
Shelly Doebler, MPH, Division of Immunization

• COVID-19 Testing Program Updates
Danielle Jones, MPH
Vulnerable Population Testing Liaison



AFC/HFA 
Emergency 

Preparedness 
Committee 

Update 

Agencies Involved:
• Bureau of EMS Trauma and Preparedness
• Medical Services Administration 
• Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
• Aging and Adult Services
• Bureau of Community Based Services
• Bureau of Infectious Disease Prevention
• Behavioral Health and Developmental 

Disabilities Administration
• Community Mental Health Association of 

Michigan
• Michigan Assisted Living
• Leading Age of MI
• Michigan Center for Assisted Living

Starting with communication -- but there is 
much more to come!



COVID Variants Updates

Marty Soehnlen, PhD, MPH, PHLD (ABB)
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
April 28, 2021



Nucleic Acid – DNA v RNA

• Nucleic acid of an organism can 
either be RNA or DNA

• RNA is more unstable and more 
likely to accumulate mutations

• Molecular tests can identify the 
presence of nucleic acid even if a 
viable organism is not present 



Mutations

• Point Mutation (Change a single nucleotide to a different nucleotide)
▫ Silent (no change) The cat chased the ball around the house.
▫ Missense (changes the outcome) The cat chased the ball around the mouse.
▫ Nonsense (will result in early stop) The cat chased.

• Frameshift Mutation (Addition or Deletion of Nucleotides)
▫ Addition (adds nucleotides) The cat of chased the ball around the house.
▫ Deletion (removes nucleotides) The cat chased the around the house.

The cat chased the ball around the 
house.



Whole Genome Sequencing Process – SARS-CoV-2

Nucleic Acid 
Extraction

Target 
Amplification with 

PCR

Library Prep and 
Sequence

0.5 
day

1 day

0.5 
day
1.5-2 
days

Analysis: 0.5 day



1 box set = 1,084,440 words
~ 5,442,200 letters (5 letters/wd 

avg)



Use of Pathogen GenomicsInvestigate 
Outbreaks

Transmission 
Patterns

Monitor 
Virulence Genes

Develop 
Interventions

Healthline.org, JL Gardy & NJ Loman, Nature Review Genetics 2018, CDC



Overlaying 
Epidemiological 

and Genomic 
Data and 

Sequencing

Lam et al. (2020)



SARS-CoV-2
• RNA viruses infect human 
(and other eukaryotic) cells 
because they lack the ability 
to replicate themselves

• The RNA polymerase is 
highly error prone and can 
result in mutations in the 
genome

• Most mutations will not affect 
the virus due to:
▫Redundancy in genetic code
▫No longer viable virus
▫Slight change in protein

RNA

RNA polymerase



CDC



CDC



Based on Axios' live Coronavirus Variant Tracker. Data: CDC/Axios Research/GISAID; 
Graphic: Will Chase/Axios; Illustration: Brendan Lynch/Axios

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.axios.com%2Fvariants-tracker&data=04%7C01%7CSoehnlenM%40michigan.gov%7C9878eeecc52c42088bda08d9043359f7%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637545440854345056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aRyL%2F4IbgtGB9eMkRFG3MU5ZTfcE%2BfuwuCmeWsTC3yA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcases-updates%2Fvariant-surveillance%2Fvariant-info.html%23Concern&data=04%7C01%7CSoehnlenM%40michigan.gov%7C9878eeecc52c42088bda08d9043359f7%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637545440854355012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IvnwEeHDGAYWaS2tnQmhFpVth2dww234XqSj%2BaocQWY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gisaid.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSoehnlenM%40michigan.gov%7C9878eeecc52c42088bda08d9043359f7%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637545440854355012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SZDm3v7LwEktcJb2bZHj1zrbJUBX84f1AbkkT8b%2FA%2FM%3D&reserved=0


CDC



• April 17

Variants in Michigan



CMS Guidance for SARS-CoV-2 Sequencing

• De-identified samples
• Report to Public Health only
• Validated test

• Reports do not go back to patients or providers for clinical care use



Marty Soehnlen, PhD, MPH, PHLD (ABB)

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
Bureau of Laboratories
Director of Infectious Disease

Email: 
SoehnlenM@michigan.gov

Questions?
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COVID Vaccine Update

Shelly Doebler, MPH
Influenza Epidemiologist 

MDHHS Division of Immunization

P u t t i n g  p e o p l e  f i r s t ,  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  h e l p i n g  a l l  M i c h i g a n d e r s  l e a d  h e a l t h i e r  
a n d  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  l i v e s ,  n o  m a t t e r  t h e i r  s t a g e  i n  l i f e .



P u t t i n g  p e o p l e  f i r s t ,  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  h e l p i n g  a l l  M i c h i g a n d e r s  l e a d  h e a l t h i e r  
a n d  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  l i v e s ,  n o  m a t t e r  t h e i r  s t a g e  i n  l i f e .

LTC Pharmacy Partnership 
Program- Data Update
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Overview 
• Part A- Skilled Nursing Facilities

• 397 facilities enrolled
• 100% first clinics completed
• 100% second clinics completed 
• 100% third clinics completed

• Part A Doses Administered 
• 100,643 Total Doses Administered

• 555,240 First Doses
• 45,403 Second Doses

• Resident and Staff Doses
• 52,471 Resident Doses
• 48,172 Staff Doses 

Data as of 4.27.21 from CDC Tiberius Database 
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Overview
• Part B- “Other” facilities- ALF, HFA, HUD 202, 

AFC
• 3,425 facilities enrolled 

• 98% complete- first clinics
• 97% complete- second clinics
• 46% complete- third clinics*

• *Many Part B facilities only require 2 clinics
• Total Doses Administered: 186,309

• First doses: 97,966
• Second doses: 88,343

• Resident vs. Staff doses
• Doses administered to residents: 119,760
• Doses administered to staff: 66,549

Data as of  4.27.21 from CDC Tiberius Database 
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Post-Federal LTC Program 
Vaccination Options
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Vaccination Options for LTC Facilities
• Partner with the local health department to receive 

vaccine for your facility
• Inquire about allocations available with traditional 

LTC pharmacy partners
• CDC has partnered with three pharmacies that 

traditionally serve LTC populations through the 
Federal Retail Pharmacy Program:

• Managed Health Care Associates (MHA)
• GeriMed
• Innovatix
• Omnicare
• These partners will receive federal allocations and have 

been instructed by CDC to provide vaccine to LTCF 
residents and staff
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Vaccination Options, Continued

• Other Federal Retail Pharmacy Partners may 
be willing to work with LTC facilities to provide 
clinics 

• Inquire with a retail partner in your area
• Current partners: CVS, Walgreens, Meijer, Kroger, 

Rite-Aid, Walmart, Spartan Nash (Topco), Cardinal 
(Snyder Pharmacies in the U.P)

• Hospital partners may receive allocations of 
the single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
This can be utilized for patients being 
discharged from a hospital setting to a LTCF
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Michigan’s COVID-19 Vaccine Data
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Resources
• MDHHS Noontime Knowledge Webinars-

Geared toward health care providers and 
COVID-19 vaccine providers

• Bi-weekly question-and-answer webinar format
• Each webinar has a new topic
• Previous topics include vaccine safety, COVID-19 

vaccine administration, managing COVID-19 
vaccine immune responses/side effects, and more

• Previous webinars are archived on our website
• Next webinar scheduled May 6, 2021 at 12:00PM 

EST
• www.Michigan.gov/COVIDvaccine -> Provider 

Guidance and Education -> Webinars

http://www.michigan.gov/COVIDvaccine
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Resources
• MDHHS Resources Long-Term Care Pharmacy 

Partnership Program:
• www.Michigan.gov/COVIDVaccine -> LTC Pharmacy 

Partnership page 
• Updated FAQ and List of Participating LTC Facilities
• Questions: MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov

• Michigan COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard: 
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-
98178_103214-547150--,00.html

• Update daily M-F
• Data include doses distributed, doses administered, 

enrolled COVID-19 vaccine providers, and more
• Other questions: checcimms@michigan.gov

http://www.michigan.gov/COVIDVaccine
mailto:MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214-547150--,00.html
mailto:checcimms@michigan.gov
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COVID Testing Update

Danielle Jones, MPH
Vulnerable Population Testing Liaison

Public Health Administration
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Antigen Testing Reporting Reminders

• Positive test results are required to be reported 
within 4 hours of testing

• All negative results are to be reported in 24 
hours of testing.

• Negative results no longer must be reported
individually 

• Batch Reporting Available through CSV file 



Entering by FORM 
(Individual Entry)
• Individual ID – “ALL 

NEGATIVES”
• Name – “ALL” “NEGATIVES”
• Birthdate – 1/1/20
• Address – “Negative Street” 

“Negative”  “49999”
• Phone – “555-555-1212”
• Sex, Race & Ethnicity –

“Unknown”
• COVID symptoms – “Unknown”
• Card # - enter TOTAL # of 

Negatives
• Test Result – “Negative”

If choose to do 
one Individual entry for 

TOTAL NEGATIVES for day



Entering by FILE (DIRECTIONS tab)

Directions on Use
• Important Notes
• Column Info

• Form Section
• Descriptions
• if Required

• Must be on CSV 
File tab and Save 
as *.csv for file 
to upload (note pop 
up must click “OK” – see 
screenshot)



Entering by FILE (CSV File tab)

• Select Organization Type – if AFC, HFA, Jail, LHD, MDOC, Neighborhood, School or SNF; the Facility Name will 
have drop-down choices to pick from and if select will autofill OrgID, BuildingID, Street Address, City, Zip

• Can type in all Facility Info if not in list or want to update (must add Phone #; Description can be sport i.e. 
“soccer”, or type “staff”, “visitors”, etc.)

• Enter Testing Date and select Test Type – majority sent have been “BinaxNOW”
• Provider Info - if have qualified licensee (PARN, RN, LNP, PA, Physician or Dentist) Name or if using the State “Standing 

Order” type in Provider Affiliation column N (i.e. Schools))
• Can copy down Facility Info and Provider Info for as many rows as need

• Notes with info. if hover over cells with red triangles in top right corner of Column Header Names in row 1
• Red Cells/Columns are required fields*

• Enter Individual Info – first row has entries if want to use for TOTAL NEGATIVES (enter TOTAL # in Card Number 
column AC)

• Enter all Name, Birthdate, Address, Card # select Sex, Race, Ethnicities, Symptoms, Results



Questions

MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov



Concluding Remarks

We want to measure how well we are meeting your needs for 
information and technical assistance.  What methods of 
information-sharing work best for you? Are we hitting the right 
topics? What other topics are you interested in?

You should receive an email with this link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AFCHFAC-19ResponseSurvey

We hope you’ll take a few minutes to complete the survey.

Take Our Survey!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AFCHFAC-19ResponseSurvey


A recording of today’s presentation will be sent to the groups 
below, and they will email it to their members. 

• Community Mental Health Association of Michigan
• Michigan Assisted Living Association
• Michigan Center for Assisted Living
• Leading Age of Michigan

If you’re not a member and would like the recording, email us at 
MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@michigan.gov

You can also download the slides from our presentations at 
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus. Click the RESOURCES tab and select 
“For AFC and HFA Operators.”  Scroll to bottom of page.

Concluding Remarks

mailto:MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@michigan.gov


Send your questions/comments to:

Staffing:  MDHHS-LTCStaffing@michigan.gov

Vaccines:  MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov

Testing:  MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov

Emergency Orders:  MDHHS-MSA-COVID19@michigan.gov

All Other Questions:
MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@michigan.gov

• Subscribe to correspondence at this link: Subscribe

mailto:MDHHS-LTCStaffing@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVID-Longtermcare@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-MSA-COVID19@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-COVID-AFC-HFA-Response@michigan.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDHHS/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIDHHS_664&pop=t
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