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MI Safe School SARS-CoV-2 Testing Program

• Testing is not a requirement to return to in-person learning 

• Testing and early detection of cases may be one additional tool 

to allow for in-person instruction

• This is a voluntary program offering weekly testing for 

educators involved in face-to-face instruction
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School Sports Pilot – What did we learn?

•7,000 participants in 200 schools 

•Testing of up to 80 people per hr (4 staff)

•>99% of tests were negative 

•Testing revealed 43 COVID + participants
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What the 
test looks 
like
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What the 
test looks 
like
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Step 1. 
Engagement 

with 
affected 

stakeholders

• Email, webinar, letter etc

• Educators

• Parents

• School nurses
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Step 2. 
Identify Point 
of contact

For each district 

For each school (building)

THEN

complete interest survey
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Step 3. Staff training videos

Watch 
training videos 
and review 
links

01
Attend 
training 
webinar

02
Attend 
MDHHS office 
hours if 
questions

03

*Identify staff to perform tests and staff to perform data entry
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Step 4. 
Plan for 
Specimen 
collection:

PPE (CDC 
GUIDELINES)

Surgical masks 

Gloves

Eye protection: 
face shield or 
goggles

Disposable Coat or 
Gown

Do you have a space to 
conduct the tests?

Do you have biohazard 
bags?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/using-ppe.html
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Step 5. 
Plan for those 
testing 
positive and 
for outbreak 
management

Positive participant

•Send home

•Follow up with doctor/urgent 
care/drive up PCR testing

Outbreak

•Work with your LHD



Testing Scenarios
Negative 

antigen test
OK to attend

Continue with 
testing 

protocol 

Positive 
antigen test

Cannot attend
Send home 

ASAP.  Follow 
up with PCR* 

Symptoms Cannot attend
Send home 

ASAP.  Follow 
up with PCR* 

Close 
contact

Cannot attend

Send home. 
Follow 

quarantine 
guidance

*Schools are not responsible for obtaining PCR tests
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Step 6. 
Finalize 
consent 
forms

*This plan is HIPAA and FERPA compliant.  Work with district lawyers
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Steps to Enroll

Now:

1. District fills out interest survey: http://bit.ly/schoolCOVIDtestinginterest

2. Review enrollment materials at www.Michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting. 

Attend MDHHS training series and/or MDHHS office hours to learn more 

and train staff

Later:

1. Gather participant consent and school participation agreements

2. District submits enrollment and places first Binax order with MDHHS  

http://bit.ly/schoolCOVIDtestinginterest
http://www.michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting
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MDHHS Training Series and Office Hours

Thursday, January 14, 2021 (10-11 am): Teams Live Event: Introductory Webinar and Q&A

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 (2-3 pm): Teams Live Event: Enrollment Requirements and Forms

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 (2-3 pm): Teams Live Event: BinaxNOW Training

Friday, January 22, 2021 (9-10 am): Office Hours

Monday, January 25, 2021 (2-3 pm): Reporting and Reordering

January 29, 2021 (9-10 am): Office Hours

All events in the series will be online. Links will be posted in advance and recordings 
will be posted afterward at www.Michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting. MDHHS plans to 
hold more office hours through February and will add more office hours as needed.

http://www.michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting


Questions?

www.Michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting

http://www.michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting

