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Updated: June 10, 2021 
 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) recommends 
residential summer camps institute a COVID-19 testing program. Along with other 
mitigation practices, like screening for symptoms and frequent cleaning, COVID-19 
testing can be used as part of a comprehensive strategy for residential summer 
camps to operate more safely during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mitigation efforts 
can reduce the risk of contracting COVID-19; however, mitigation efforts will not 
eliminate COVID-19 risk. Camps, families, campers, local health departments, and 
communities should assess the risk versus benefit of participating in summer 
camps. Individual circumstances, including underlying health conditions that put 
participants or household contacts at increased risk of severe disease if they should 
contract COVID-19, should be considered before participating. The local 
characteristics of spread of the virus should also be considered.   
 
A higher rate of vaccination among participants is the most effective way to 
reduce the risk of transmission at residential summer camps and may allow 
participants to engage in more activities more safely. MDHHS highly 
encourages eligible participants to complete their vaccination series (or single 
dose) at least two weeks prior to attending residential summer camps to 
maximize the risk reductions. 
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Recommended Residential Summer Camp COVID-19 Testing Options 
before Arrival to Camp 

 
Option 1: PCR Test 

 
Unvaccinated residential camp participants – including campers and staff – obtain a 
PCR test within 72 hours of arrival to camp.  

• NOTE: PCR tests can take several days for test results to return. Before 
booking your appointment, ask the clinic how long their typical test result 
turn-around time is to ensure that results can be completed within the 72-
hour timeframe. 

 
Option 2: At-Home Antigen Tests 
 
Unvaccinated residential camp participants – including campers and staff – get 
tested at home, within 24 hours of arrival at the camp. Follow the manufacturer 
instructions for testing.  

 
• For example, for the Abbott BinaxNow test:  

o The at home kit contains two tests, the testing should be timed so that 
the second test is conducted within 24 hours of arrival to the camp. 
The first and second test should be administered 36 hours apart.  

• For kits that are sold as a single at home test, MDHHS recommends taking 
that test within 24 hours of arrival to the camp. 

At-home COVID-19 antigen tests do not require a CLIA waiver. At-home COVID-19 
antigen tests may be disposed of with routine household waste as per the 
manufacturer’s package insert. 

 
General Notes 

 
If a participant tests positive for COVID-19, they should remain at home to isolate. 
However, if a negative PCR test is obtained within 48 hours of the positive antigen 
test, and the individual remains asymptomatic, the antigen test may be considered 
a false positive and would not exclude the individual from attending camp.   
 
If fully vaccinated, a participant does not need to be tested before arrival to camp 
as long as they are not experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. If fully vaccinated 

http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html#vaccinated
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participants should bring COVID-19 vaccination documentation to be cleared by 
camp staff upon arrival, the Michigan Care Improvement Registry details how to 
request a copy of immunization records here: 
RequestCopyChildDependent_5.7.2021.pdf (mcir.org).  
 

Recommended Residential Summer Camp COVID-19 Testing Protocol for 
Symptomatic Individuals  

 
Any residential camp participant – attendees and staff – that displays COVID-19 
symptoms at any time, regardless of vaccination status, should be tested and 
isolate in accordance with CDC guidance.  

 
Camps can choose to administer tests for symptomatic individuals on-site by 
administering antigen tests or at-home antigen tests.  If a symptomatic individual 
tests positive via antigen or at-home test, that individual should not gather with 
other camp participants for the duration of their infectious period as determined by 
current CDC guidance, unless that individual obtains a negative PCR test within 48 
hours of the initial positive antigen test.   
 
If a symptomatic individual has a negative antigen test, MDHHS recommends 
following up with a confirmatory PCR test.  The individual should not gather with 
others unless a PCR result is negative AND until symptoms have resolved. 
 
If a symptomatic individual tests positive via PCR test, that individual should not 
gather with other camp participants for the duration of their infectious period as 
determined by current CDC guidance. PCR COVID-19 testing locations can be found 
at www.Michigan.gov/coronavirustest. 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
https://www.mcir.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/RequestCopyChildDependent_5.7.2021.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirustest
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Recommended Residential Summer Camp COVID-19 Testing Protocol for 
Staff who are Not Fully Vaccinated 
 
Camps should consider implementing screening testing for staff who are not fully 
vaccinated when they return after spending time away from camp – for example, 
during days off. For individuals who are not fully vaccinated, screening testing can 
help to identify cases of COVID-19 and prevent secondary transmission.  
 
Camps can also choose to implement weekly screening testing of staff who are not 
fully vaccinated and who may oversee multiple cohorts of campers over the 
summer to help identify those who might be asymptomatically infected to prevent 
further transmission.   
 
Tests results should be interpreted as outlined above.  
 
How to Obtain COVID-19 Tests  
 

1. You can find options for free COVID-19 PCR testing locations here: 
https://www.solvhealth.com/search?cobrandedSrpLocation=MI.   
- NOTE: PCR tests can take several days for test results to return. Before 

booking your appointment, ask the clinic how long their typical test result 
turn-around time is to ensure that results can be completed within the 
timeframe outlined above.  

http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.solvhealth.com%2Fsearch%3FcobrandedSrpLocation%3DMI&data=04%7C01%7CMcLaughlinL%40michigan.gov%7C09cb08d7b6d044be16d808d8f36fe527%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637527009196513313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mH12TzPps1Mpicc37hzFr1AieiSRqW1PVqGGdQQyjzw%3D&reserved=0
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2. At-home Antigen Tests can be purchased at many local pharmacies and 

supermarkets.  
- Participants can purchase their own at-home tests and administer them 

according to manufacturer guidelines before arrival to camp, as outlined 
above. 
 

3. Residential camps can purchase at-home Antigen tests and give them to their 
participants. 
- MDHHS is able to provide a limited number of antigen tests to summer 

camps. MDHHS will also provide training and rapid antigen testing 
materials to camps that qualify to receive these tests.  

- Camps interested in obtaining tests from MDHHS can make that request 
here.  

- Camps should follow manufacturer instructions found in package inserts 
when administering at-home tests.  

 
 
Reporting Requirements for Antigen Tests  
 
For residential camps that choose to implement antigen testing programs, please 
follow these guidelines for reporting:  
 

- For the Ellume at-home test, participants should use the accompanying 
smart phone app to receive results and submit data about their tests.  

 
- For the BinaxNOW at-home test, participants should report their test 

results to their camp for aggregate reporting to MDHHS. 
 
Camps should utilize the MDHHS online reporting form to submit test results, 
which can be found here.  
 
For More Information 

• MDHHS Antigen Test FAQ  
• CDC Guidance for Operating Youth and Summer Camps 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/isd-antigen-testing-results?language=en_US
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/BinaxNOW_FAQ_706167_7.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-camps.html

