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To Our Partners Supporting Michigan’s Children and Families: 
 
April was first declared “Child Abuse Prevention Month (CAP Month)” by presidential proclamation in 

1985. We use this special time each year to acknowledge the importance of families and communities 

working together to prevent child maltreatment and to ensure that all children are raised in loving and 

supportive environments.  CAP month is our catalyst for promoting the notion that all children deserve 

great childhoods.   

During April we feature our statewide initiative The Power of One.  This theme asserts that through the 
power of one person, one community, one dollar, and/or one action, Michigan residents can help to 
protect children from abuse and neglect and build strong families. 
 
This year on April 27, 2017, Michigan will honor CAP Month by sponsoring Prevention Awareness Day. 
This 9th annual rally event will begin at 11:00 a.m. at the Capitol Building.  State of Michigan legislators 
and other key prevention partners will be attending, media will be invited and Governor Snyder will issue 
a proclamation in support of CAP Month.  After the rally portion of the event, a short procession takes 
place to a location where participants plant a pinwheel garden in support of child abuse prevention.  The 
pinwheel is the symbol of the PCAA Pinwheels for Prevention™ national campaign. Each pinwheel 
signifies the free spirit of a happy childhood.  The day will also include a Legislative Education Day, so 
that CTF grantees and other child advocates have an opportunity to educate legislators about prevention 
needs and current programming across the state.   
 
In addition to the Lansing rally, our 73 CTF local council partners will honor CAP Month in communities 
throughout Michigan.  Many will be planting pinwheel gardens, hosting a variety of educational programs, 
and awareness activities. Also, parent groups, the faith-based community and child and family advocates 
will be engaged in their own CAP month activities such as community walks, family fun fairs and 
community education sessions. 
 
Each ONE of us has a role to play in making sure all of our communities are the best places for children 
and families to thrive.  Please take some time to look through the information that we have provided in the 
CAP Month Toolkit to assist you in your Power of One work.  We hope the materials will help as you 
advance your own prevention campaign and calls to action.  If you need further assistance in 
implementing your efforts, feel free to contact the CTF office at 517-373-4320. 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
Michael Foley 
Executive Director 
Children’s Trust Fund 
 


