
Council Update 
2010 Annual Awards Luncheon 

Please mark your calendar and plan to join us as we celebrate the 
past year’s accomplishments at our annual awards luncheon: 

Date:   March 18, 2010 
Location:  Alexander’s - Marysville 

Time:  12:00 noon to 1:30 pm 
As always, we will be honoring special child advocates—and we 

need your help in nominating worthy candidates from throughout 
our county.  We’ll accept nominations for Child Advocate of the Year 
and Community Child Advocate of the Year until February 23, 2010 

and we’re counting on you to nominate your friend, colleague, or 
mentor—if not you—who? 

 
Nomination and registration materials enclosed. 

Award Nomination Deadline:  February 23, 2010 

Reservation Deadline:   March 9, 2010 

It is with grateful hearts that we ask you to join us at our Annual Awards Luncheon in 
celebration of a terrific year past and in anticipation of a terrific year to come.  We are 
grateful that our volunteer base remains strong, contributors remain loyal and we remain 
able to continue providing the prevention programming and forensic 
interviewing services for which we have become well known.  We are 
humbled by the generosity, support and loyalty of our entire commu-
nity as we work toward making this world a safer place…. 

FOR KIDS’ SAKE 
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Coming Events 
☺ Annual Awards Luncheon 

Alexander’s—Marysville              
March 18, 2010     

☺ April is Child Abuse                              
Prevention Month  

☺ Dinner For Kids’ Sake  June 
16, 2010 6:00—9:30 pm   
Fore Lakes Golf Club           

☺ Roof-Sit 16—TBA Septem-
ber, 2010       

 



Our Child Advocacy Center has now 
been in operation for two years and 
we now interview two days a week, 3-
4 interviews weekly.  Our excellent 
staff and volunteers work very hard 
to help the children and families who 
visit our center feel comfortable 
during their visit and provide follow-
up services when needed.  During the 
past year, our staff provided group 
sessions for non-offending parents 
and plan to repeat the sessions in the 
future.  We also work hard with the 
professionals who spend time in our 
center, to help provide a quality 
multi-disciplinary experience which 
benefits the child and all others in-
volved.   

Perhaps you might wonder if you 
could help in the process and the an-
swer is YES—here are some ways: 

• We provide bottled water and 
treats for our kids, families and 
professionals  - we would gladly 
accept donations. 

• We could also use donations of 
appropriate current magazines 
for those who wait—is there 
nothing worse than year-old tat-
tered reading materials? 

• Donations of paper goods would 
be awesome—hand towels, toilet 
tissue, and dishwasher soap (we 
wash toys weekly) would be 
great. 

• Donations of new toys and new 
books are welcome. 

• Good wishes we can always use—
we value your support! 

Questions?                                      
Call our office (810) 966-9911 

 

Blue Water Area Child Advocacy Center 

The Annual Board Breakfast meeting was held on January 7, 2010 and the following Board Members, Executive Com-

mittee Members and Officers were elected to guide our Council during the coming year.  Revised Bylaws were also 

voted upon and the Annual Report, reviewed financial statements, and strategic plan update were received by the 

group.  All year-end materials are available upon request. 

Executive Committee 

President:             Debra Johnson, CMH                         Members at Large:       Kelly Shaw, Shaw Chiropractic 

Vice President:      Cheryl Rogers, PHASD                                                         Kathy Kish, Capac Schools 

Secretary:             Mike Wendling, Chief Prosecuting Attorney                            Tom Bower, AAA Marysville 

Treasurer:            Jeff Thomson, SEMCO Energy 

Board of Directors 

Hilary Bridge, SCC Assistant Prosecuting Attorney                      Jeanne Shenkar, Memphis Schools 

Don Cole, Kramer Realty                                                         Kathy Smith, Port Huron Hospital 

Lauren Hager, Community Child Advocate                                Tricia Stover, Ameriprise Financial 

Detective Malissa McBride, Port Huron Police Department          Honorable John Tomlinson, Probate Judge 

Marcy Koftan, Community Child Advocate                                 Karen VanNess, St. Clair Co. Health Department 

Pauline Repp, Community Child Advocate                                 Deborah Walbecq, Department of Human Services 

Wade Richards, Cargill Salt                                                     Nicole Winston, Rowling, Partipilo, Streeter & Winston 

2010 Executive Committee and Board Members 

 



Planning is well underway for our Dinner for Kids’ Sake which will be held June 16, 2010 at Fore Lakes Golf Club—
6:00—9:30 pm.  This event is simply awesome and we hope you’ll plan to attend.  We have kept the ticket price 
very low—while keeping the expectations high—you WILL have a good time!!   A good time is also had by those 
who participate in the event planning, too—we all feel a real sense of accomplishment when we walk into Fore 
Lakes that evening and see the results of our hard work—simply FANTASTIC!! 
This year our theme is BLACK & WHITE—so—get out your white capris or Johnny Cash black—can you just imag-
ine how a room of 300 + party goers attired in black and white will look?  Please join us!! 
 
Yes, I’d like to help…. 
___ Donate an auction item                                                    ___ Join the planning committee 
___ Volunteer behind the scenes                                           ___ Attend and fill a table 
___  Donate—please find ____________enclosed. 
Questions?   Call 810-966-9911, Mail to 1107 Military St., Port Huron, MI or email info@sccstopchildabuse.org 

We are very proud of our staff members—all dedicated professionals, who work very hard every day—
FOR KIDS’ SAKE. 

Director……………………………………………………………………………………….…..Sally Straffon, MA 
CAC Coordinator/Program Director…………………….………...Nancy Szlezyngier, MSW 
Forensic Interviewer…………………………………………………………….....Sarah Richard, MSW 
Prevention Educator……………………………………………………………………....Lindsay Chopp, BS 

                     Office Manager……………………………………………………………………..….Jamie Alexander, ABA 
                      MSW—Wayne State Intern…………………………………………………………….Dave Hogston, BA 

 
Our staff members are available at any time to answer questions about  

our prevention programming or Child Advocacy Center. 

Meet our Staff 

2010 Dinner for Kids’ Sake -   A Black and White Bash! 

Our new Prevention Educator, Lindsay Chopp, is very busy traveling St. Clair County from corner to 
corner facilitating in-school prevention programming from dawn to dusk.  Lindsay joined our staff in 
November and her enthusiastic demeanor plus dedication to our cause has already earned her great 
evaluations from the field.  Our prevention programs-Bubbylonian Encounter, Just the Facts and Per-
sonal Boundaries Workshops are underway as well as Never Shake a Baby Workshops and Personal 
Safety Trainings. 
We will tailor prevention programming for almost any group—you have only to call our office—present 
your particular need, and we will work with you to develop a great presentation.  We have developed 
programming for groups from pre-school to seniors—each providing a new and challenging opportunity 
to advance our mission in support of our belief that… 

“It shouldn’t hurt to be a child.” 

Prevention Program Update 

 



 
Our newest arrival at the Council office would make a wonderful gift for anyone who 

works with kids or just loves kids and don’t we all? 
The Hope for Kids’ Sake Necklace has been designed and hand crafted by Del Sol Designs 

for the St. Clair County Child Abuse/Neglect Council in honor of their mission… 
 

“It Shouldn’t Hurt to be a Child” 
 

Hope For Kids’ Sake Necklaces are unique to the Council and are available only through 
special events.  It comes nicely packaged including a card describing our services and the 
fact that a generous donation has been made to our Council as a result of this purchase.  
The all sterling silver necklaces are available for a $50 donation to the St. Clair County 

Child Abuse/Neglect Council, Inc. 
 

Please contact our office if you are interested or would like to see the necklace! 

The CARE Fund is a special fund designated by the St. Clair County Child Abuse/Neglect 
Council, which upon substantiated request from a care professional, will provide goods 
and services to meet the needs for physical, social or emotional enhancements to St. 
Clair County children “at risk.”    The fund may be accessed once during a calendar year 
by an individual child in an amount not to exceed $100.   Any St. Clair  County profes‐
sional working with children and families at risk  is welcome to request goods or ser‐
vices  simply by completing an application with explanatory cover letter and submitting it to our office for 
review.    A committee reviews the request and  notifies the applicant of the decision and funds will be is‐
sued in the form of actual goods or services. The Council wishes to provide an easily accessed fund which will 
address a child’s self esteem/self enhancement in support of our belief that…… 

“It shouldn’t hurt to be a child.” 

Children At Risk Emergency Fund (CARE Fund) 

Hope for Kids’ Sake 

Coming soon….. 
 

Our Stars For Kids Sake wall is near-
ing completion...watch your mailbox 
for news about our upcoming dedi-

cation ceremony currently in the 
works….. 

Hope to see you there!! 



 

2010 Membership Roster 
 
In recognition of contributions to the St. Clair County Child Abuse/Neglect Council and its mission, we  
acknowledge the following supporters of the 2010 membership campaign. 
 
Individual /Agency Members 
 
Andrea Gossman                                                                                        George & Cathy Tache 
Sally E. Straffon                                                                                           Tricia Stover 
Suzi Straffon                           Domingo Ruiz       
Kristina Rutowski              Darlene Jacolik 
Kim Mihelich                Deanne & Pat Quain 
William D. & Patricia Pierce                          Stephen &  Patricia Russell 
Ray Straffon                Gail Nawrock 
Kathleen Kish                Michael D. Wendling 
John R. Walke                Jeanne Shenkar 
Kenneth L.. Snyder              Hilary K. Bridge 
Mary Thomson              Cynthia Willey‐King 
D. Michael Benedict              Laurie Oldford 
Charles S. Andrews              Patrick  & Mary Gale McPharlin 
Anthony C. Gholz              Therese M. Nolan 
Mary Ann Stackpoole              Kelly & Ian Shaw 
Terry A. Kreuger              Jean Sturtridge 
Kathleen M. Smith              Marcy Koftan 
Frederic B. Roberts                 
Deborah S. Darling              Prevention Partners 
Mary E. Schneider              Franklin H. Moore Jr. 
Lauren  M. Hager              Tom & Heather Bower 
Jamie Alexander              Bethany A. Belanger 
Gerald & Mary Bouchard            Kathryn Ruby 
St. Clair County Health Department          Ann E. Murphy       
Harbor Health Private Care            Gerald & Mino Kramer 
Dr. John J. & Kay Zmeijko            Michael & Andrea Cansfield 
Dr. Daniel J. Wilhelm              Doug Austin 
Dennis J. Bilina              James F. Bonadio 
Mona Armstrong              Cynthia A. Lane 
Dan DeGrow                Richard & Vicki Dionne 
Kristyn & Brad Secory `            Cheryl  & Bill Rogers 
Pauline M. Repp              John & Dale Ann Ogden 
Debra B. Johnson              David & Denise Brooks   
Gary & Mary Lynne Fletcher             
Honorable Elwood L. Brown            CAC Patron 
Ellen M. Ross 
Lindsay Chopp               Dorothea J. Knight 
James & Janet Collin 
Juanita Gittings 



1107 Military St.  
Port Huron, MI 48060 

St. Clair County Child Abuse/Neglect Council 
Blue Water Area Child Advocacy Center 
 
  

• To the dedicated professionals who prepare and refer cases to our Child Advocacy Center. 
 
• To staff members and volunteers who go way beyond the normal work day  to work on our 

fundraisers and special events. 
 
• To the thousands of Roof Sit supporters who made Roof Sit 2009 such a wonderful suc-

cess. In spite of troubled times, nearly $97,000 was raised for child advocacy and child 
abuse prevention services.  Much appreciation goes out to Chuck Santoni, Radio First and 
Birchwood Mall for providing us with this great fundraising opportunity. 

 
• To recent donors:     The Tremp Family    Olive Garden     Michigan Works    Birchwood 

Mall    Thomas Edison School     In Memory—Donna Peterson    In Memory—Howard 
Gillett 

 
• To those who donated $50 and purchased a Hope for Kids’ Sake necklace for themselves 

or as a Christmas gift—kudos for your thoughtfulness. 
 
• To Bylaw committee members:  Amy Smith, Tom Bower, Deb Walbecq, Hilary Bridge, 

and Pauline Repp—thanks for making a potentially tedious job - fun!     
 
• To all our members, board members, staff and supporters– your loyalty is much appreci-

ated! 

Our office is staffed five days 
a week, 9:00 am—4:00 pm.  If 
by chance you catch us out of 
the office—PLEASE– leave a 
message and we will call you 

back promptly!! 

 

Phone:  (810) 966-9911 

Fax:  (810) 966-9933 

 

E-mail:  
info@sccstopchildabuse.org 

 

Website: 

www.stopchildabuse.org 

 

 

Phone: 810-966-9911 
Fax: 810-966-9933 

Many Thanks…. 

"It Shouldn't Hurt to be a Child" 

 


