












































Child Abuse Statistics: Michigan & National 
 

Michigan1 (FY2010): 
 
 There was an increase of the complaints that were investigated: 2001, 54.08% 

(70,784); 2009 61.19% (71,780); and 64.98 % in 2010 (78,893).   
 
 In 2010 27% of investigations resulted in evidence of abuse or neglect.   
 
 Of the 78,893 confirmed investigations in 2010 (an increase of 1,517 over 2008), a total 

of 21,401 complaints were confirmed representing 32,531 identified victims (an 
increase of 179 over 2009). 

 
 38 percent of victims were under the age of four. 
 
 In approximately 79 percent of all cases, the perpetrator is the parent. 
 
 Since the first year that the Five Category Disposition data became available (FY2002), 

the distribution of investigation dispositions has remained consistent. Twenty-two to 
twenty-seven percent are category I, II, or III (confirmed - preponderance of evidence), 
and 72 to 78 percent are category IV or V (no preponderance of evidence). In FY20010 
those percentages were 27 and 72, respectively. 

 
 In a study by Caldwell & Noor (2005), costs of child abuse in Michigan were estimated 

at $1,827,694,855. The costs of prevention are a fraction of the costs of abuse.  Cost 
savings ranged from 96% to 98% depending on the prevention model tested.2 

 
Nationally3: (FY2009) 

 An estimated 690,869 children were victims of maltreatment. 
 

 An estimated 2.9 million children received a CPS investigation or assessment.  
 

 An estimated 1,825 children in 2010 (compared to 1,770 children in 2009) died from 
abuse or neglect. 

 During 2009, 76 percent of victims experienced neglect, 23 percent were physically 
abused, 11 percent were sexually abused, and 9 percent were psychologically 
maltreated. 

 The consequences of child abuse cost the country at least $103.8 billion annually, 
costing the average American family approximately $942 each year.4 

                                                 
1
 MI Department of Human Services’ “Children’s Protective Services 2010 Trends Report Summary.”  Please see the report (included in 

the CAP Month Toolkit) for additional statewide and historical data. 
* Child Help, http://www.childhelp.org/pages/statistics  
2
 Caldwell, R. & Noor, I. (2005). “The Costs of Child Abuse vs. Child Abuse Prevention: A Multi-year Follow-up in Michigan.” 

3
 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, “Child Maltreatment 2008” report.  

4
 Wang and Holton. (2007). “Total Estimated Cost of Child Abuse and Neglect in the United States.” Prevent Child Abuse America. 

http://www.childhelp.org/pages/statistics


Local CAN Statistics_____________________________ 
 
To access county-based child abuse and neglect statistics, we encourage grantees to 
utilize KIDS COUNT. 
 
The steps to acquire the Michigan data are: 
 

 Go to http://www.kidscount.org/datacenter/.  

 Click over the words Data by State in the box in the top middle of the page. 

 Next, click on either the actual name Michigan or the State of Michigan on the 
map provided.  This will then take the user to the home page for the Michigan 
Data. 

 In the box at the right side of the page labeled Rankings, Maps or Trend 
Graphs by Topic, click the desired information to seek. 

 If the MI KIDS COUNT Indicators is clicked, the page will open to a list of all 
indicators.   

 Click on the desired indicator to view data listed by county. 
 
The steps to acquire the National data are: 
 

 Go to http://www.kidscount.org/datacenter/.  

 Click over the words Data Across States in the box in the top right of the page. 

 Scroll down the page to the box labeled Rankings, Maps or Trend Graphs 
by Topic, click the desired information to seek. 

 The topic choice National KIDS COUNT Key Indicators lists a number of key 
indicators.  Click on the “+” sign to the left of the word Indicators beneath the 
topic title to see choices. 

 Click on desired choice to view data listed by state. 
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