
 

Green Ribbon Schools annually 
recognizes the highest performing 
green schools in the nation that are 
exemplary in reducing 
environmental impact and costs; 
improving health and wellness; and 
providing effective environmental 
and sustainability education 
 

For more information on the benefits 
of greening your school or to get 
started, check out Eco-Schools  USA 
(www.ecoschoolsusa.org) 
 

 

Follow US Green Ribbon Schools 
on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ 
EDGreenRibbonSchools 

 

Benefits of Green Ribbon Schools 
 

Being distinguished as a Green Ribbon School sets selected schools apart as a 
model and mentor for other schools in Michigan and the nation.  It may also 
instill in students, educators and the community a renewed sense of pride 
and accomplishment in their school.  But the biggest benefits to moving 
toward all three Green Ribbon Schools Pillars are far greater for people, 
places and schools’ financial bottom line.  
 
 
Research reveals that outdoor education, greener school grounds and more 
outdoor play time in natural settings:  

• Quantitatively increase student motivation and enthusiasm to learn and 
increase student engagement 

• Usefully employ all of a child’s native intelligences 
• Markedly improve classroom behavior  
• Help students concentrate for longer periods  
• Help students to learn across disciplines and make them better real-world 

problem solvers 
• Are particularly effective at helping under-resourced, low-income 

students perform measurably better in school 
• Make students less inclined to drop out of school 
• Measurably improve classroom performance in math, science, reading 

and social studies and increase  scores on statewide standardized  
• Improve performance on college entrance exams 
 

In addition to saving  schools an average of 20% on their energy bills and 
other financial savings, working toward the three Green Ribbon Schools Pillars 
improves indoor air quality, removes toxic materials from places where 
children learn and play, conserves fresh drinking water and helps manage 
stormwater runoff, and generally creates a better, healthier more sustainable 
teaching and learning environment.  It also reduces waste in schools, 
decreases their carbon footprint, and promotes  stronger relationships 
between teachers, students and communities that foster stewardship of the 
environment and natural resources as well as increased civic responsibility. 
 
Greening school buildings, grounds the and curriculum not only opens the 
door to increased achievement and better health for students and educators,  
it opens the door to greater school involvement and support by parents and 
the broader community.  
 

Questions About the Program?  Want to Apply? 
Contact Patty Cantu (cantup@michigan.gov) at the Michigan Department of 
Education  
 

Please note: 
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools is a federal recognition award and 
should not be confused with any green schools program conducted by non-governmental entities. 

“Preparing our children to 
be good environmental 
citizens is some of the most 
important work any of us 
can do.  It’s work that will 
serve future generations 
and quite literally sustain 
our world.” 

 

U.S. Secretary of Education  
Arne Duncan announcing the 

Green Ribbon Schools 
program  
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