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Permit process is a joint effort 
between Michigan and federal 

agencies.

http://www.epa.gov/


Consolidated Review

• Part 301 Inland Lakes and Streams
• Part 325 Great Lakes Submerged Lands
• Part 303 Wetlands Protection 
• Part 31 Water Resources Protection: Floodplains
• Part 315 Dam Safety
• Part 323 Shoreland Protection and Mgmt
• Part 353 Sand Dunes Protection and Mgmt



A permit issued by the Division typically 
carries with it the following authorizations, at 

no additional expense to the applicant:
• Authorization under Section 404 of the Federal 

Clean Water Act
• Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of 

the Clean Water Act
• Coastal Zone Certification
• Screening and coordination with state and    

federal endangered species programs
• Screening and coordination with the federal    

historic preservation program





















Coastal and Inland Waters Permit 
Information System (CIWPIS)

• Database for all applications
• Provides state-wide tracking ability
• Real-time access
• Accurate recordkeeping
• Ability to provide status reports



Application Processing
• Part 13

• Section 1305 - Application Period is 30 days
• Section 1301 - Processing Period is 60-90 days
• If a hearing is held the processing period is extended 

an additional 60-90 days 



Administrative Review
• Every application is reviewed for completeness

• Verify information

• Review available resources pertaining to the site

• Review of all application sections
• Location Map
• Plans
• Cross-sections
• Additional information

• Determine the regulated impacts



Applications Fiscal Year 2009

• Applications received - 4,226

• Administratively complete – 2,835 (67%)
• Administratively incomplete – 1,391 (33%)

• The rate of completeness has not changed 
over the years.



FY 09 Wetland Applications 
were incomplete due to missing or incomplete 

information in the following areas:
1. Sections 10-21 describing the project 
2. Overhead site plans 
3. Cross-sections
4. Fee
5. Adjacent landowner mailing addresses
6. Authorization from the property owner
7. Location map
8. Spoils disposal
9. Purpose
10. Signature and date



Correction Request Letter
• Drafted after the administrative review
• Sent during the application period
• Stops the application 

period 30-day clock 
for the department

• Starts a 30-day clock 
for the applicant



Complete Applications
• Sent to local governments and agencies for comment.

• Sent to field staff for review.

• Processing Period begins at end of 30-day application 
period per Part 13.

• Public Notice Period is 20 days and up to 45 days for 
local government comment on wetland applications. 

• Public Hearings are scheduled within 60 days of the 
beginning of the processing period and have                   
a 10 day comment period after the hearing.



Processing Period
• File is sent to field office for review. 

• Comments from all agencies and the public are 
reviewed in the field office.

• Field staff may request additional information 
specific to their expertise and the site from the 
applicant during this period.



Efficiencies
• Consolidated permit process 
• Pre-application meetings
• Simplified application directions, focus arrows, 

yes/no boxes
• Credit card and EFT payment option
• Applications may be tracked online in CIWPIS 
• Public notices are emailed to local government 

agencies for quicker access 
• Expedited review as part of the Minor 

Project/General Permit process
• Use of GIS technology during the

review process



Outreach efforts

• Training manual
• EZ Guides for small project applications
• Direct phone line and email address 
• Environmental Assistance Center staff
• District contractor workshops
• Technology assisted application processes



Wish List
• A modern database

– To allow more efficient application 
tracking

– Greater flexibility
– GIS capability 
– Greater opportunity for public use

• Applicant education opportunities
• Staff training opportunities to ensure 

greater consistency



Questions?
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