
 

Waste Characterization Record 
 
To meet the waste characterization recordkeeping requirements of Rule 307 (MAC R 299.9307), consider creating a 
record that details your answers to the waste characterization questions provided below.  This detail would ensure 
thorough documentation of your determination and would be in addition to the following records that should already be 
assembled and available at the site of generation for each waste stream requiring review: 
 
 

 the waste type 
 a narrative description of the waste  
 the source of waste  
 any test results obtained from sampling and 

analyzing the waste 
 a description of the sampling procedure used 
 details on how the sample was determined to be  

representative of the waste stream 
 a copy of Safety Data Sheets (SDS) or other 

reference materials relied upon for making the 
waste determination, including calculations used 
to evaluate subpart BB and CC applicability (to 
determine the ppmv volatile organic compound 
content of the waste)      

 
 
 
 

Waste Characterization Questions 
 

 
The questions below do not address radioactive waste, infectious or pathogenic medical waste, or Toxic Substance 
Control Act applicability.  Consult with a specialist on these topics if you have a waste that may be subject to these 
regulations. To locate assistance on these topics, contact the Environmental Assistance Center at 1-800-662-9278 or 
deq-assist@michigan.gov.  When reviewing each question, advance to the next question if you answer NO. 
 

Listed Hazardous Waste Review 
 
1. Is this an unused raw material chemical product containing a sole active ingredient?  

If Yes: Is there a SDS available? 
If Yes: Is material a commercial chemical product listed in Part 111 Table 205a, 205b, or 205c (P or U 
Listed)? 

If Yes = Waste is a listed hazardous waste, advance to listed waste exclusion review. 
 
2. Does the waste contain spent solvents or is it a wastewater treatment waste not discharged directly to the 

wastewater treatment plant pursuant to a permit issued by the treatment authority (F Listed)?  
If Yes:  Does the spent solvent or process generating the waste make the waste a hazardous waste, by 
definition because it is listed in Part 111, Table 203a?  

If Yes = Waste is a listed hazardous waste, advance to listed waste exclusion review. 
 
3. Does the process generating the waste make the waste a hazardous waste, by definition because the process 

waste is listed in Part 111 Table 204a (K Listed)? 
If Yes = Waste is a listed hazardous waste, advance to listed waste exclusion review.  

 

Listed Hazardous Waste Exclusion Review  
 

Do any Part 111 exclusions or exemptions apply? 
If Yes:  Specify the exclusion found in Rule 202 (waste), Rule 203 (hazardous waste) 204 (exclusion), Rule 
205 (CESQG), Rule 206 (recyclable material), Rule 228 (universal waste), etc. and include any relevant 
documentation substantiating the exclusion applicability in your waste characterization record, then 
advance to question 4 to determine if waste exhibits any characteristics that make it a hazardous waste. 

If No – Waste remains a listed hazardous waste that must be managed using the listed hazardous 
waste code(s).  Continue to step 4 if desiring to identify the hazardous waste characteristics that 
apply. 
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