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Key Statistics: 

 

•   1752 registered beds  

•   807 staffed-bed Academic Medical Center 

•   6 Wholly-owned Community Medical Centers 

•   2 Joint Venture Hospitals 

•   21 Health Centers 

•   5,308 Total Providers(a) 

•   Total Revenues of $2.2 billion 

•   $176 million NIH Grants in conjunction with 
Case Western Reserve University 

•   $41 million Industry Sponsored Research 

•   93,627 Discharges(a)  

•   79,251  Surgeries(a) 

 

University Hospitals Health System 

(a) Includes Joint Venture Hospitals 
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UH Environmental Commitment Statement 

“University Hospitals is committed to sustainability to 
enhance the health and well-being of our patients, 
employees and local community, and to steward our 
natural environment.” 
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UH Sustainability Council 

CMC Ahuja Geauga Geneva Conneaut Richmond/Bedford St. John 

Facilities, Supply Chain, HR, Marketing/Communications 

Multi-disciplinary Sustainability Committees 

External partnerships 
Practice Greenhealth 
Healthier Hospitals Initiative 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
Ohio Hospital Association 
City of Cleveland  
Corporate Sustainability Network 
Other community organizations 
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“What is good for the planet is good for the 
patient” 

• Local 
• Community & regional 
• National 
• Global 
• Environmental justice 

“First, do no harm” -Hippocrates 

Links between sustainability &  
human health 
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Vulnerable populations: the developing fetus 

• >200 chemicals found in umbilical cord blood 
in studies from 2005 & 2011 

• Effects unknown 
• Unknown interaction  
•  between these  
•  combinations of  
•  chemicals 
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American Academy of Pediatrics Policy Statements 

• The Built Environment: Designing 
Communities to Promote Physical Activity in 
Children 
– Advocates pedestrian friendly, mixed use, higher-density 

neighborhoods, which promote air quality & physical activity 

• Pesticide Exposures in Children 
• Organic Foods and Children 
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Focus on fewer & safer chemicals 

• DEHP-free NICU 
– Exploring additional product categories for PVC/DEHP avoidance 

• Sustainable construction, renovation, & 
maintenance policy 

• Environmentally preferable purchasing policy 
• Green cleaning 
• Healthy interiors 
• Sustainable food procurement 
• Landscaping & pest control 
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High-priority “sustainable” criteria: local, antibiotic-free 
 
Collaboration between Wellness/ACO program, Sustainability, Supply Chain,  
Nutrition Services vendor 

Food procurement module 



HHI – Healthier Food Scorecard 
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HHI – Safer Chemicals Scorecard 
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PVC/DEHP reduction 

• DEHP-free NICU for many years 
• Of Safer Chemicals highlighted product 

areas: currently DEHP-free breast 
pumps/supplies, and umbilical catheters 

• Gathering information on additional product 
categories: gloves, urologic supplies 

• This kind of data management very 
challenging in our organization 

• ? Additional tracking module 
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Green cleaning strategies 

• Integration of performance expectations into 
Environmental Services contracting process 

– HHI can be helpful in defining goals 

• Microfiber mops 
• Ionized water floor cleaner 
• Steam-based bathroom cleaning 
• Piloting UV light patient room cleaning  
• Transitioning to Green-Seal certified carpet, floor, 

window, & all-purpose cleaner as 2013 stock runs out 
– 10% as of July 2013, should be 100% by end of year 
– Will be additional tracking module in our web-based dashboard 

• Benefits: cost saving, often more effective, immediate 
improvement in front-line ES staff comfort 

• Challenges: perception of cleanliness in absence of 
chemical smell & high polish/shine 
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Ecolab bio-based cleaners 
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Healthy Interiors  

• Included provisions of this challenge into Sustainable 
Construction, Renovation, & Maintenance policy 
(finalized by year end) 

• Current office furniture & interiors purchasing through 
Construction Services likely already meet criteria  

• Data management very challenging 
– Multiple vendors 
– Multiple purchasing entities 
– Working with vendors to provide Healthy Interiors info to end users at point 

of purchase 
– Additional procurement tracking module opportunity 
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Next steps 

• DEHP-free NICU 
– Exploring additional product categories for PVC/DEHP avoidance 

• Sustainable construction, renovation, & maintenance 
policy – under review 

• Environmentally preferable purchasing policy 
• Green cleaning 
• Healthy interiors 
• Sustainable food procurement 
• Landscaping & pest control 
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Data management, establishing reporting requirements with vendors 
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Thank you! 

• http://www.uhhospitals.org/about/greening-uh 
• Aparna.Bole@uhhospitals.org 

 
• CleanMed Cleveland: June 2-5, 2014! 
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