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The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), Air Quality Division (AQD) 
is providing supplemental information regarding the area designations for the 2015 
ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). In the December 20, 2017, 
letter to Governor Rick Snyder, the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) agreed with the MDEQ's original nonattainment designation recommendations 
of a seven-county nonattainment area in Southeast Michigan and three individual 
county nonattainment areas in West Michigan. With this document, the MDEQ is 
revising its original recommendations for Allegan and Muskegon Counties from 
full-county to partial-county nonattainment areas. Decreasing the size of the 
nonattainment areas would more accurately reflect the nature of the ozone exceedance 
in these counties and reduce the potential negative impact of nonattainment status for 
the entire county. 

Partial-county nonattainment areas for Allegan and Muskegon Counties would better 
represent the role of transported pollution in high ozone concentrations observed in 
these counties. Pollution from out-of-state travels across Lake Michigan and results in 
elevated ozone concentrations along the Lake Michigan shoreline. Ozone 
concentrations have been shown to decrease rapidly with increasing distance from the 
shoreline and the size of the nonattainnient areas should reflect this. The MDEQ is 
recommending a partial-county border approximately 1 O to 20 miles inland that follows 
township borders within Allegan and Muskegon Counties. 

In addition to this revision, the MDEQ is again recommending a designation of 
attainment for all areas of the state that measure attainment of the 2015 ozone NAAQS, 
and a designation of unclassifiable for those areas of the state that do not have any 
ozone data to justify either an attainment or nonattainment designation. This 
recommendation is due to the change the USEPA made in a final designation action on 
November 16, 2017 (82 FR 54232) and the letter dated December 20, 2017, to 
Governor Snyder. These changes to the MDEQ's original designation recommendations 
occurred without proper notice, are at odds with the language of the Clean Air Act, and 
are contrary to the air monitoring data. 
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This appendix was included in the submittal, but was deleted here for the sake of brevity.  
The October 2016 submittal is available on our website or upon request from the MDEQ-
AQD, SIP Unit.
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