Lead Testing of Our School Drinking Water
Page 1
[DATE]


A Notice to Parents, Guardians, and Staff
Lead Testing of Our School Drinking Water
[date]
District Name/Charter School Name
Address
Address
City, State Zip
Dear Parent, Guardian, and Staff:
As part of the work we do in the [name of school district] to attend to the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, we have our attention on the quality of the drinking water in our schools. We are committed to achieving the lowest possible levels of lead in drinking water in the [building/district] and take very seriously the risks associated with lead exposure, particularly with our youngest children. Therefore, we have decided to test our drinking water for lead at all locations thought to be used for drinking or food preparation. Please read this notice closely to see what we are doing to proactively investigate and reduce the risk of lead exposure in our drinking water.
This is not a cause for alarm. Testing is a routine way to learn about the safety of our drinking water.
Why Test School Drinking Water for Lead?
There is no known safe level of lead exposure. Children younger than six years old are at the highest risk due to their rapid rate of growth and ongoing brain development. Exposure to lead can cause damage to the brain, nervous system, red blood cells, and kidneys. Lead also has the potential to cause lower IQs, hearing impairments, reduced attention span, hyperactivity, developmental delays, and poor classroom performance. Pregnant women and their fetuses are especially vulnerable to lead exposure since lead can significantly harm the fetus, causing lower birth weight and slowing normal mental and physical developments.
When will sampling be done?
We are taking proactive steps to assure healthy water is provided. We will be testing the water from every outlet that is being or could potentially be used for drinking or cooking for lead on [date of sampling]. Samples will be collected [by an independent contractor OR by your staff] according to United States Environmental Protection Agency and Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) guidelines, and corrective measures will be immediately taken for any results indicating elevated lead concentrations.
What is the sampling procedure?
The “on-again, off-again” nature of water use at most schools may raise lead levels in school drinking water. Water that remains in pipes overnight, over a weekend, or over vacation periods, and is in contact with lead containing material, may contain higher levels of lead. Proper lead sampling is to collect a “first-draw’ sample after the water has been motionless in the plumbing system for at least eight hours. This “first draw” sample is likely to show higher levels of lead for that outlet than what you would see if you sampled after using the water continuously. However, even if the first draw sample does not reflect what you would see with continuous usage, it is still important because it can identify outlets that have elevated lead levels.
We will be collecting [number] first-draw samples. We will also collect a set of samples after the first-draw samples (called flush samples). The second set of samples will be collected after the water has been running from a fixture for 30 seconds. A review of all the samples helps us to locate the sources of lead in the plumbing and how to proceed with corrective actions as needed.
We will be locking down the [name] building at [time] on [date] so that no water is used for at least 8 hours before we collect samples. The building will be re-opened for use after all samples have been collected, which is expected to be around [time]. We are sorry for the inconvenience; however, we need to make sure the samples properly reflect the quality of the water. The health of our children is of upmost importance to us.
The laboratory may take up to three weeks to analyze the samples and report the results back to us. We will inform you of the results as soon as we get them. [Options: the results will be posted on our website at <address> or a letter will be sent, etc.]. We can assure you that any outlet with results above 5 ppb [or insert the number the school district decides on] will be immediately taken out of service until corrective measures can be accomplished.
Should your child be tested for lead?
The risk to an individual child from past exposure to elevated lead in drinking water depends on many factors; for example, a child’s age, weight, amount of water consumed, and the amount of lead in the water. Children may also be exposed to other significant sources of lead including paint, soil, and dust around the home. Since blood lead testing is the only way to determine a child’s blood lead level, parents should discuss their child’s health history with their child’s physician to determine if blood lead testing is appropriate. Pregnant women or women of childbearing age should also consider discussing this matter with their physician.
If you are concerned about the level of lead to which your children are exposed from drinking water at home, get your water tested. Contact your water provider or local health department for information on how to get your home water tested.
How Can I Learn More?
For more information about water quality in our schools, please contact [name] at [insert contact information].
[bookmark: _GoBack]For information about water quality and sampling for lead at home, contact your local water supplier or state drinking water agency. You may find additional information about lead at: Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe.
Sincerely,
Name
Title	
