Public Notification and Education for Schools on Community Water Systems
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT LEAD IN DRINKING WATER
As part of the work we do in the [Insert name of school district] to attend to the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, we have our attention on the quality of the drinking water in our schools. We are committed to achieving the lowest possible levels of lead in drinking water in the district and take very seriously the risks associated with lead exposure, particularly with our youngest children. Please read this notice closely to see what we are doing to proactively investigate the risk of lead exposure in our building’s drinking water.
What Is Our Plan?
[Insert school district name] is currently working to get a team of experts together to look for lead materials in the plumbing system, develop a sampling plan, and collect samples for each building. We will prioritize our efforts starting with the elementary schools since young children are at the greatest risk when exposed. The focus of testing will be all drinking water and food preparation locations, including drinking fountains, kitchen sinks, and classroom drinking fixtures.
What Will We Do if We Find Lead in the Water?
Our overall goal is to reduce the risk of exposure in drinking water as time and resources allow. Because of our aged infrastructure and budget, if corrective actions are necessary, a series of steps will be needed to reach our goal. 
Steps to Reduce the Lead Risk in our School
1. Conduct a plumbing assessment.
2. Identify all drinking water and food preparation outlets.
3. Develop a plan to collect samples.
4. Collect samples and send them to a certified drinking water laboratory.
5. Review the results from the laboratory to determine what action is needed.
6. Communicate/share the results to parents, guardians, and staff.
7. Make corrective actions as needed.
8. Develop a water quality management program.
9. Institute a school wide drinking water education program with the students.
10. Conduct routine drinking water testing.
What Corrective Actions Will be Taken?
When we get the results back from the laboratory, which may take two to three weeks, we will look for lead results greater than [xxx ppb] and take the following actions:
1. Immediately shut off or disconnect the problem outlets. This will include turning off the outlet unless it is determined the location must remain on for non-drinking purposes. In these cases, a “DO NOT DRINK – USE FOR HANDWASHING ONLY” sign will be posted. [or “Handwash Only”, “Lab Use Only”, “Dishwash Only”]
2. Provide an alternate source of drinking water at that location or within the vicinity of the elevated tap if needed [insert alternate source i.e., bottled water, “Culligan” water stations, etc.].
3. Investigate further to find out where the source of lead is coming from.
4. Replace the fixture if it is found to be the problem.
5. Retest the replaced fixture before putting it back in service.
6. Continuously pursue efforts to reduce the risk of exposure as time and money allows.
Depending upon the extent of risk in the building, these short-term (temporary) actions may be considered until permanent corrections can be made:
1. Provide filters at problem taps.
2. Flush taps prior to use.
3. Provide bottled water.
Depending upon the extent of risk in the building, these permanent solutions may be made:
1. Water pipe replacement.
2. Reconfiguration of the plumbing.
3. Implementation of a school wide program to educate students to drink only at certain locations. [i.e., teach them not to drink or fill bottles at bathroom sinks or other non-drinking water locations].
Public Notification and Education
We are committed to keeping you informed every step of the way as we implement this healthy drinking water program at our school and will:
1. Share the results with staff and parents by [insert what you will do such as posting the test results on your website, in the administration office, sending out a letter, social media, etc.].
2. Increase awareness and public education. [with brochures, flyers, infographics, etc.].
3. Notify our local health department of test results. [include any other agencies or entities such as the Department of Environmental Quality, or parent/teacher association, etc.]
What are the Health Effects of Lead?
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters the body from drinking water or other sources. Lead is most dangerous for pregnant women, infants, and children under six years old. Exposure to high levels of lead during pregnancy contributes to low birth weight and developmental delays in infants. In young children, lead exposure can lower IQ levels, affect hearing, reduce attention span, and hurt school performance. At very high levels, lead can even cause brain damage.
Lead is rarely found in the source water; rather, it enters the drinking water primarily as a result of the corrosion, or wearing away, of materials containing lead in the service line or interior plumbing. These materials include lead-based solder used to join copper pipe, brass and chrome-brass faucets, and in some cases, pipes made of lead that connect buildings to water mains (service lines). Since 1986, all plumbing materials must be “lead free”. The law currently allows plumbing materials to be up to 0.25 percent lead in the wetted surfaces of plumbing to be labeled as “lead free”. However, prior to January 4, 2014, “lead free” allowed up to 8 percent lead content of the wetted surfaces in plumbing products including those labeled NSF International certified. 
The water system at the school is not unlike water systems found in other buildings. Older plumbing systems and fixtures can contain lead pipes or solder that will allow lead to enter tap water under certain circumstances. 
What precautions can be taken?
[bookmark: _Hlk524534114]If you are concerned about the level of lead to which your children are exposed from drinking water at home, you can take these precautions:
Get your water tested.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reach out to your water supplier. You can typically find contact information on your water bill or go to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) website at Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe to learn more about testing options and certified laboratories. If you are on a private well, contact your local health department for information.
Use cold water to cook and to prepare baby formula.
Do not cook with or drink water from the hot water tap; lead dissolves more easily into hot water. Do not use water from the hot water tap to make baby formula. Remember, boiling water DOES NOT remove lead from water. 
Regularly clean faucet aerators.
Aerators, the screens at the end of faucets, can collect debris. Rinse out collected materials to reduce debris accumulation.
Run your water to flush out lead.
Anytime the water in a particular faucet has not been used for several hours, run the cold water before using it for drinking or cooking. This flushes lead-containing water from the pipes. The longer water sits in your home piping, the more lead may leach from lead-containing fixtures. 
Get your child tested.
The only way to determine a child’s lead level is to have the child’s blood tested. Contact your local health department or healthcare provider to find out how you can get your child tested for lead if you are concerned about exposure.
Identify if your plumbing fixtures contain lead.
Talk to your water supplier about lead service lines. Faucets, fittings, and valves may contribute lead to drinking water. If you replace your faucet, buy a new one that meets the 2014 lead-free definition. Visit the NSF International website at www.nsf.org to learn more about lead-containing plumbing fixtures.
If you have any questions on this information, please contact [insert contact name] at [insert contact information].
Sincerely,
[Insert signature and title]
For More Information
Call us at [Insert Number] or (if applicable) visit our website at [insert website here].  For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home and the health effects of lead, contact your health care provider or visit the following websites:
U.S. EPA’s website at www.epa.gov/lead.
Children’s exposure to lead go to the Center for Disease Control’s website at CDC.gov/nceh/lead.
The Lead Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program go to the Michigan Department of Human Health Services at Michigan.gov/Lead.
For more information on lead in drinking water visit the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) website at Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe
[Include educational brochures and infographics]
