
 

           

 

Steps for Responding to a Large* 
Elemental Mercury Spill 

*Mercury spills that equal or exceed one pound (>2 Tablespoons) 

Get professional (spill response) help! 
(see Mercury Spill Cleanup Contractors List) 

In the meantime, quickly do the following: 

1. Close off the area immediately to people and animals. 
2. Call 911 or your local fire department as human health may be adversely impacted. 
3. Turn down the temperature or lower the thermostat. Temperature should be maintained below 

65 degrees Fahrenheit. 
4. Open windows and ventilate the area. 
5. Surround and contain the spill. Prevent liquid mercury from running into nearby cracks, crevices, 

drains, and surface waters. Never pour mercury down the drain. Mercury is heavier than water and 
may get trapped in the plumbing system. 

6. Notify state and local authorities. For a release to the environment of one pound or more, it is 
mandatory under federal regulations to call the numbers listed below: 
a) National Response Center (NRC) 800-424-8802 
b) DEQ’s Pollution Emergency Alerting System (PEAS) 800-292-4706 
c) Your Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) (Call SARA Title III Program at 

517-373-8481 for LEPC Contacts) 
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Click on Pollution Prevention, Initiatives for Businesses, Mercury P2, 
then Mercury Spill Resources under Mercury Spills 

http://www.michigan.gov/deq


  

Important Numbers 
• National Poison Control Center .................................................... 800-222-1222 
• Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR) Information Center 

.......................................................................................... 800-447-1544 
• Michigan Department of Community Health ..................................... 800-MI-TOXIC 
• Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

Environmental Assistance Center ..............................................800-662-9278 
Pollution Emergency Alerting System (PEAS) .............................. 800-292-4706 
Superfund Information Hotline .................................................800-424-9346 

• U.S. Coast Guard National Response Center (NRC) ............................800-424-8802 

Mercury Spill Cleanup Contractors 
Clean Harbors ........................................................................................................ 216-429-2402 
Environmental Quality Management ......................................................................... 800-500-0575 
Marine Pollution Control ........................................................................................... 313-849-2333 
Nova Consultants, Inc. ............................................................................................ 248-347-3512 
SQS Environmental ................................................................................................. 734-459-3800 
Tetra-Tech .............................................................................................................. 248-350-9694 
Weston, Roy F. ........................................................................................................ 313-567-4000 
Youngs Environmental ............................................................................................. 810-789-7155 

Disclaimer: The list of mercury cleanup contractors was compiled by the Environmental Science and Services Division of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to provide information 
about potential sources of mercury remediation. The quality of service provided by each company is not known or implied by this listing. The Environmental Science and Services Division does not 
recommend or endorse the services or products of any particular company listed herein, does not inspect these facilities, and does not represent that the companies are, or are not, in 
compliance with applicable federal and state environmental laws. As a generator of waste, you are ultimately responsible for its dispostion. 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) will not discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, religion, national origin, 
marital status, disability, or political beliefs. Questions or concerns should be directed to the Office of Human Resources, PO Box 30473, Lansing, MI 48909 


