SECTION THREE – CONSTRUCTION AND FIRE CODES
CHAPTER 37: Local Fire Department
In this Chapter
Purpose and Applicability of Regulations.................................................................... 1
Agencies and Their Laws and Rules .......................................................................... 2
37.1 Introduction ...................................................................................................... 2
37.2 Emergency Planning ........................................................................................ 3
37.3 Building and Fire Prevention Codes ................................................................. 5
37.4 Storage of Flammable and Combustible Liquids .............................................. 6
37.5 Burning Permits ................................................................................................ 6
WHERE TO GO FOR HELP .......................................................................................... 8

Purpose and Applicability of Regulations
Businesses frequently use or produce products that are flammable, combustible, and/or
hazardous. Therefore, good communication between the company and its local fire department is
necessary to prevent or properly respond to any emergency. The lives of the employees, nearby
residents, and firefighters responding to the emergency are all at stake. Often manufacturers
make changes to their processes that increase the potential for fires and spills of regulated
materials. For example, a facility may install a new coating line that uses flammable paints and
thinners. Therefore, manufacturers should routinely invite fire officials to their facilities to ensure
that operational changes are done safely and performed in accordance with the fire code adopted
by the municipality.
Note: There are many regulations pertaining to the storage, usage, and transportation of materials. Each
regulation targets a specific group of material that exhibits certain characteristics. Appendix B contains
definitions of the various regulated groups of material found in the material storage, usage, and
transportation regulations. These defined terms appear throughout this chapter in bold lettering. In some
instances, multiple agencies use the same term to describe a regulated group of material; however, its
definition differs. Such terms will be followed by a dash and the acronym of the defining agency or
regulation. For example, the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Act (MIOSHA) and the Michigan
Fire Prevention Code, Public Act 207 of 1941, as amended (Act 207) have differing definitions for the term
“flammable and combustible liquids.” Therefore, the MIOSHA and Act 207 definitions of flammable and
combustible liquids will appear as “flammable and combustible liquids-MIOSHA” and “flammable and
combustible liquids-Act 207,” respectively.
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Agencies and Their Laws and Rules
Emergency Planning
Local fire departments are an active participant in three related emergency planning
requirements:
1. Firefighter Right-to-Know.
2. Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER).
3. Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title III.

Fire Prevention
Two state acts give local fire departments the authority to regulate manufacturers and other
commercial establishments:
The Michigan Fire Prevention Code, Act 207 of 1941, as amended (Act 207) gives local fire
departments and the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, (LARA) Bureau of Fire
Services limited authority to conduct fire inspections of manufacturers.
The State Construction Code Act, Act 230 of 1972, as amended (Act 230) gives local units of
government the authority to adopt and enforce the state building code, which is the International
Building Code with Michigan amendments. The state building code, which is one of four codes
that comprise the construction code (electrical, plumbing, and mechanical being the other three)
contains fire prevention requirements (see Chapter 36 for more information).

Open Burning
Fire Chiefs, under authority of Part 515 (Forest Fire Prevention) of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act, Public Act 451 of 1994, as amended (Act 451), have the authority
to issue burning permits for the open burning of certain materials. R 336.1310 promulgated
pursuant to Part 55 (Air Pollution Control) of Act 451 identifies which materials can be open
burned.

37.1 Introduction
All businesses should contact their local fire departments to make sure they are complying with
all applicable fire safety regulations. If you are not sure which fire department has jurisdiction over
your facility, call the municipal office where you pay your taxes and they should be able to give
you the name and phone number of the fire chief. The fire chief is the one in charge of the fire
department. Sometimes the fire department that responds to a fire or emergency is located in a
municipality different from the one where the facility is located.
Fire departments around the state differ greatly in the number of employees, positions (full-time,
part-time, and volunteer), and services they provide. Typically, the larger the population being
served by the fire department, the more services they provide. Large municipalities have a fire
department consisting of a full-time fire chief, full-time fire marshal (head of the fire prevention
division of the department), HAZMAT response team, and full-time firefighters. Contrast this to a
small, rural fire department that consists of a part-time fire chief and volunteer firefighters.
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Responding to fires and accidents is a critical responsibility of the local fire department. However,
they have numerous other responsibilities that are of equal importance. The following is a brief
summary of some of the services offered and regulations enforced by the fire department that
directly or indirectly impact manufacturers.

37.2 Emergency Planning
Fire departments are involved in three emergency planning requirements:
1. Firefighter Right-to-Know.
2. Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (HAZWOPER).
3. Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title III.
Compliance with these three requirements calls for interaction between the fire department and
manufacturers. Together, the three requirements are designed to protect firefighters, employees,
and the public from spills, fires, and explosions involving regulated materials. The following
discussion of the requirements focuses on this important relationship between the fire department
and manufacturers.

37.2.1 Firefighter Right-To-Know
The Hazard Communication/Employee Right-to-Know Law (see Chapter 13) requires employers
to educate employees about dangerous materials they work with. Fire departments, just like other
employers, must protect their employees (firefighters) from the dangers associated with exposure
to hazardous chemicals. Specifically, Section 14(i) of the Michigan Occupational Safety and
Health Act (MIOSHA), Public Act 154 of 1974, as amended (Act 154) requires the chief of an
organized fire department to prepare and disseminate to each firefighter information on facilities
within their jurisdiction that use or produce hazardous chemicals.
Section 5(p) of the Michigan Fire Prevention Code, Public Act 207 of 1941, as amended gives fire
departments the authority to survey businesses within their jurisdiction about the types of
chemicals they have on site. This allows the fire department to gather information about each
chemical so that the requirements of MIOSHA can be met.
Typically, letters and attached survey forms from the fire chief are sent out to businesses asking
for information about the type and quantity of chemicals used or produced on-site. The survey
may be followed up with a request for additional information such as Safety Data Sheets.
The fire chief then develops a plan for those facilities that use or produce hazardous chemicals.
These plans are made available to the firefighters. Plans need to be updated every five years or
whenever conditions change at the site. If the facility is uncooperative; i.e., they refuse to properly
complete, update, and/or return the survey form, the fire chief may refer the matter to the
Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) for follow up and
enforcement.

37.2.2 HAZWOPER
As stated in Chapter 23, the Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response
(HAZWOPER) Rule of the MIOSHA General Industry Occupational Health Standards requires
facilities that use or produce hazardous substances-OSHA to prepare emergency action or
response plans and train employees who respond to uncontrolled releases of hazardous
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substances-OSHA. Because fire departments are often the first responders to releases of
hazardous substances-OSHA, the fire chief must provide the necessary training to firefighters
and develop emergency response plans for each facility within their jurisdiction that handles
hazardous substances-OSHA above certain thresholds.
To develop emergency response plans, fire chiefs need to get specific information from each
facility. Planning elements include:
•
•
•

Planning and coordination with outside parties.
Evacuation routes and procedures.
Emergency medical treatment and first aid.

The plan required under HAZWOPER and the plan required under Firefighter Right-to-Know each
ensures safety to the emergency responder. Therefore, one plan for each site can be developed
by the fire chief to satisfy both requirements.
Another part of HAZWOPER requires the employer to train all employees who may encounter or
respond to a hazardous material incident. The level of training depends upon the anticipated level
of involvement. Under HAZWOPER there are four levels of training, listed in order of increasing
involvement and training: (1) first responder awareness level; (2) first responder operations level;
(3) hazardous materials technician; and (4) hazardous materials specialist. The greater the
potential hazard, the more extensive and stringent the training requirement. Most firefighters go
through first responder operations level training.
Some municipalities around the state have created hazardous material response (HAZMAT)
teams, which are groups of individuals trained to handle and control actual or potential leaks and
spills of hazardous substances-OSHA. Individuals within the HAZMAT have gone through the
hazardous materials technician level of training. Because of the training and resources involved in
forming and maintaining HAZMAT teams, some municipalities have entered into mutual aid
agreements that provide HAZMAT services to a region. For example, the City of Lansing Fire
Department’s HAZMAT team responds to chemical-related emergencies in Lansing, as well as
nearby East Lansing, Delta Township, and Meridian Township due to an agreement reached
between the four municipalities.

37.2.3 Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title III
As mentioned in Chapter 5, Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
(“SARA Title III”), also known as the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, is
intended to improve local hazardous materials emergency response capabilities. Specifically,
Sections 302-303 of SARA Title III mandate the establishment of local emergency planning
committees (LEPCs) within the state. Michigan has an LEPC for each county as well as for some
cities. The LEPC includes representation from the local fire department. The LEPCs are required
to develop site specific emergency response plans for sites within their jurisdiction that have one
or more extremely hazardous substances above a given threshold quantity. These plans,
which serve primarily to protect the public from exposure to chemical releases, include
emergency response and notification procedures, training programs, and evacuation plans.
Under Section 304 of SARA Title III, the LEPC, the state, and the National Response Center
must receive immediate notification if a facility accidentally releases a chemical that:
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•
•
•

Is on the list of extremely hazardous substances or on the list of hazardous
substances-CERCLA.
Exceeds the corresponding reportable quantity.
Has the potential for off-site exposure.

Most facilities call 9-1-1 to notify their LEPC and the fire department.
Sections 311 and 312 of SARA Title III apply to facilities that must maintain Safety Data Sheets
(SDSs) for hazardous substances-OSHA. These facilities must provide a Tier II hazardous
chemical inventory report to their fire department, the LEPC and the Michigan SARA Title III
Program if they have hazardous substances-OSHA on site that exceed certain thresholds. The
Tier II report must be submitted annually and whenever new chemicals are brought on site that
exceed the thresholds. The fire department can require that the inventory also include chemicals
that do not meet the thresholds in the regulation.
Finally, the owner or operator of a facility that has submitted inventory information under sections
311 or 312 of SARA Title III must comply with the following two requirements upon request by the
fire department with jurisdiction over the facility:
1. Allow the fire department to conduct an on-site inspection of the facility, and
2. Provide the fire department with information regarding the specific locations of hazardous
chemicals at your facility.
More information about SARA Title III is in Chapter 5.

37.3 Building and Fire Prevention Codes
Businesses should have two main concerns when it comes to preventing fires within their
facilities. First, make sure the initial construction of new, or the modification of existing buildings
and structures, conforms to the state building code. The building code will address fire prevention
and hazards. Secondly, ensure that the subsequent operation and maintenance of the building
complies with either a national fire prevention code that is adopted by the local municipality or the
State Rules for Fire Prevention that are promulgated under authority of Michigan Fire Prevention
Code, Act 207 of 1941, as amended (Act 207) in the event the local municipality does not adopt a
fire prevention code.

37.3.1 Building Codes
As mentioned in Chapter 36, the State Construction Act, Public Act 230 of 1972, amended (Act
230) gives local units of government the option of enforcing the state building code, which is the
International Building Code with Michigan amendments, or permitting the state to enforce the
state building code.
The building code, which contains regulations adhered to during the construction of new buildings
and alterations to existing buildings, addresses fire and hazard issues. When a business submits
plans and specifications for new construction, the local building department reviews the plans
concurrently with the fire marshal.
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37.3.2 Fire Prevention Codes
Many local units of government adopt a national fire prevention code. Fire prevention codes
pertain to the subsequent operation and maintenance of the building that ensures the prevention
of fire and the protection of life from exposure to the dangers of fire and explosion. The codes
address such fire safety issues as fire protection systems (i.e., fire alarms, fire suppression
systems), fire exits, use and maintenance of specific equipment and processes, and storage and
handling of flammable and combustible materials. Many of the national building codes have
companion fire codes. For example, the companion fire code for the International Building Code
is the International Fire Code.
Fire marshals from municipalities conduct routine inspections to ensure compliance with the
locally adopted fire prevention code. If there is not a fire code adopted by the local jurisdiction, the
State Rules for Fire Prevention, which reference the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
Standard No.1, are applicable. These rules are enforced by the DLARA, Bureau of Construction
Codes and Fire Safety.
Some of the potential hazards a local fire marshal may look for are found on page 37-7.

37.4 Storage of Flammable and Combustible Liquids
The LARA, Storage Tank Program (STP), regulates the installation
and operation of aboveground storage tanks that store flammable
and combustible liquids-Act 207 with a flashpoint of less than 200o
Fahrenheit. It also regulates the underground storage of all petroleum
liquids and hazardous substances-CERCLA. Although only
aboveground storage tanks that have a capacity of greater than 1,100
gallons and underground storage tanks have to be registered, there
are other STP regulations that apply to all size containers of flammable and combustible
liquids-Act 207. Local fire marshals should refer manufacturers to the STP for more information
about these regulations (see Chapter 4.3).
The aboveground storage of flammable and combustible liquids-MIOSHA with a flashpoint
greater than 200o Fahrenheit can be regulated under the fire prevention code adopted by the
local municipality and/or by the MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standards - Part 75,
Flammable and Combustible Liquids (see Chapter 34 for more information about this
standard).

37.5 Burning Permits
Fire chiefs, under authority of Part 515 (Forest Fire Prevention) of the
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Public Act 451 of
1994, as amended (Act 451) have the authority to issue burning
permits for open burning of certain materials. Part 55 (Air Pollution
Control) of Act 451 identifies which materials can be open burned provided that the person
obtains necessary open burning permits from the local fire chief. However, Part 55 of Act 451
prohibits all open burning activities at commercial establishments, including manufacturing sites.
See Chapter 1.2 for more information about open burning.
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WHERE TO GO FOR HELP
SUBJECT:

All questions concerning fire safety

CONTACT:

Chief of the local fire department. The State Fire Marshal in the Department
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), compiles and publishes a
directory of local fire departments.
www.michigan.gov/bfs

SUBJECT:

Hazardous materials training courses

CONTACT:

Michigan State Police, Hazardous Materials Training Center
517-322-5519
www.michigan.gov/emhsd-training

SUBJECT:

Fire prevention codes

CONTACT:

LARA, Bureau of Fire Services
517-322-1123
www.michigan.gov/bfs

SUBJECT:

Additional fire prevention code information

CONTACT:

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
800-344-3555
www.NFPA.org

SUBJECT:

Additional fire safety information

CONTACT:

U.S. Fire Administration
www.usfa.fema.gov
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