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Scrap Tires 



 

The Department of Environmental Quality's (DEQ) 
Scrap Tire Program is charged with the responsibility 
of ensuring the proper disposal of all scrap tires 
generated in the state, and with the cleanup of 
existing scrap tire piles in amounts of 500 or more. 
Program staff regularly inspects scrap tire collection 
sites, processors, end-users, and generators, which 
include tire dealers and auto scrap yards. 

The Scrap Tire Program 



Why Regulate Scrap Tires? 



ØRunoff from tire fire sites can 
contaminate ground water 
 
ØSmoke from tire fire 

 
ØMosquitoes 

HEALTH HAZARDS 



Cleanup Days 



 

ØRegistered Hauler must transport tires  
 
ØTires must be taken to a registered  

Collection Site or Processor  
 
ØLocation of Cleanup Day cannot have  
  tires stored onsite 

Cleanup Day Requirements 



Collection Sites/ Processors 



ØCompleted the required Registration 
  
ØBonded storage area  

 
ØMeet local zoning requirements  

 
ØEmergency Plan  

 
ØSite Map  

Site Requirements 



End Users 



Ø End-users are required to register as well as 
meet certain requirements. 
• Move 75% of the product on-hand each year 
• Maintain a bonded area if storing rather than 

utilizing 
Ø Includes: 

• Power Plants 
• Crumb Rubber Producers 
• Paper Mills 
• Cement Kilns 
• Landfills 

 

Scrap Tire End-Users 



Public Perception  
of Scrap Tires 



Products Made from  
Recycled Tire Rubber 



 
ØLargest end use of tire 

material  
 
ØHowever, on the decline 

 
Ø9 Permitted burners of TDF 

Tire Derived Fuel (TDF) 



 
Ø The scrap tire management program 

regulates transportation, storage and 
disposal of scrap tires under Part 169 of the 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended. 

Ø Requires registrations depending on site 
size and business type. 

Ø Regulates the movement of Scrap Tires and 
manifests the end point. 

Michigan Part 169  
Scrap Tire Law 



 
Ø Up to 500 Scrap Tires allowed without registration 

• Scrap Tire is defined as: a tire that is no longer 
being used for its original intended purpose 
including, but not limited to, a used tire, a 
reusable tire casing, or portions of a tire.  

• Pretty much any tire after it is removed from a 
vehicle. 

Ø 169 Also provides for grant funding and 
administrative costs.  
• $1.50 of SOS Title Transfer fee completely funds 

the program. 
 

 

Michigan Part 169  
Scrap Tire Law 



 
Ø Scrap Tires cannot be landfilled whole. Its 

only required that they be “size reduced” 
 
Ø Each landfill has their own rule as to how 

much reduction is required. 

Scrap Tires and 
Solid Waste Rules 



Ø EPA estimate is 11,000,000 scrap tires are 
generated in Michigan annually. 
• Thought to be underestimated based on a 

national average.  
• These tires must be managed to get into an 

end-use that doesn’t leave them in an illegal 
pile. 

Ø Un-registered (Rogue) haulers and Used Tire 
Shops can take the disposal fee then dump the 
tires for a quick profit. 
• This is the way most new and illegal piles are 

created 

Continuing Issues  
Scrap Tire Program 



Scrap Tire Program Grants 

Cleanup Grants Market Research 
Development Grants 

Ø Primary focus of the Grant 
Program 

Ø Most widely known about 
Ø Available annually  
Ø Drop off days = great way 

to make CHEAP and 
CONVENIENT disposal 
available to citizens 

Ø Direction to move for 
Program now that large 
piles are cleaned up. 

Ø Ensures that new end uses 
are created to maintain 
flow. 

Ø Essential to prevent new 
and illegal piles. 

Ø Products 
Ø Rubber Modified Asphalt 

(RMA) 



CONTACT 
Aaron Hiday 

Michigan DEQ  
517-614-7431 

hidaya@michigan.gov 
 

 



Upper Peninsula 
Solid Waste Forum 
Electronic Waste  



Michigan’s Electronic  
Waste Program  

v One of 24 states with an extended producer responsibility 
program  

v Implemented 2009 & covers residential and small business  
(< 10 people)  

v Manufacturers must register to sell covered electronic devices 
in the state 
O CED = Covered Electronic Device 

O Computer, Tablets, Monitors, Printer, Television 
v Mfgs must offer a free and convenient takeback program. 

O Four options: mail, collection days, permanent sites, retailers 
O 60% non-binding goal for television manufacturers:  
O No goal for computer Manufacturers (computers includes 

monitors) 
 
 



The E-waste Program  
v Recyclers must register with MDEQ   

O Recycling a CED  
O Recycling = any dismantling other than data 

security reasons 
O Accepting material from covered sources 

O Meet certain operational standard 
O Must recycle collected material 

 
v Retailers - Don’t sell unregistered CEDs  

 



How does it work 
vManufacturers do not have actual programs  
vManufacturers hire contractors to 

implement a program on their behalf.  
vContractor can be a recycler or a service 

provider. 
vManufacturer decides how many pounds 

they want from a state.  



How is it working?  
 
 



Participation 



Compliance 



Compliance challenges 



Challenges for MI Program 
vEconomics 
vLowest price wins 
vLimited program administration staffing 
vWeak law 
v Voluntary goals  
v Vagueness in the law 
v Limited enforcement   
vRecyclers  
vManufacturers that do not register 

 



Economics  
2011- 2015  commodity prices crashed  



Commodities by waste stream  

v CRT plastic case TV 
 
 
 

v Glass  63% 
v Plastic 20% 
v Steel 9% 
v Boards 5% 
v Copper 4%   

 
 

v Other Electronics 
 
 
 

v Steel              29% 
v Plastic  28% 
v Copper  19% 
v Boards 17% 
v Aluminum   7% 



Management of CRT glass 

vAcceptable options for managing CRT glass  
v Glass to Glass – Recycling  
v Lead smelting - Funnel Glass 
v Reuse in construction – aggregate 

replacement  
v Landfilling –  
vReuse (ADC) and disposal (household wastes) 
 



National Challenges 

9 million lbs. 
of CRTs in AZ 
9 million lbs. 
of CRTs in AZ 

1.5 million 
lbs. of CRTs 

in CO 
3,000 Gaylords of 

CRTs in MD 



Industry Issues  
Unlawful Storage of 30,000 

tons of CRT Televisions. 
(November 2014) 

Sued by their bank in the amount of 
$18.7m. Abandoned 30m lbs. of 
CRT Glass across six facilities.  
(September 2014) 

Michigan Resident Pleads Guilty to 
Conspiracy to Violate Customs and 

Environmental Laws Regarding Export of E-
Waste, Faces Five Year Sentence and 

$250,000 fine. (March 2015) 



In our backyard 



Immediate Issues to Address 

vDeclining manufacturer support for the 
program 
v Is a voluntary goal sufficient? 
vWould an advanced recycling fee be better? 

vThe shifting of the cost onto the local 
communities. 

vPersonal Responsibility - Education 
vSwitch of toxics:  Hg traded for Pb 

 



What can Help   
vCollectors follow industry best practices 
v Sorting, properly packaged, provide a true 

mix, proper storage (covered and clean) 
v Provide full loads – 20,000 + lbs/load  

vHave reasonable expectations for your 
recycler  
v Certifications  
vMachines with value 

 



Long Term Issues for 
Michigan’s E-waste Program  
vDo we switch to a model that covers 

recycling of hard to recycle items only? 
vAdopt mandatory goals? 
vFees for the program administration 
v education effort 
v grants  

vProper recycling of LCDs 
 
 



Legislative Amendments  
vGeneral updates: definitions, clarifications  
v Increased reporting by Manufacturers 
v Stewardship plans 

vRural collection incentive 
vCreates an active advisory committee 
v Increase fees  
v Focus on education and outreach    
v Grant program to support recycling of 

electronics & address dumping.  
 



Bottom Line 
We have a robust program 
vWe are one of 24 states with a program.  
v DEQ has notified manufacturers that they 

need to step up.  
v Residents and communities need to get 

accustomed paying for electronics recycling .   
v Communities need to take an active role in 

controlling recycling costs.  
v Cooperative efforts will be beneficial  

 
 
 



CONTACT 
Steve Noble 

Michigan DEQ  
517-449-6153 

nobles4@michigan.gov 
 

Amy Lafferty  
Michigan DEQ 
517-242-8324 

laffertya@michigan.gov 
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