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HOOKWUP rrom 81
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City says it won't extend March 31 deadline

received a letter from Improve-
ment Technologies Co. of Ham-
burg stating that his cost for
hooking up to the city water sys-
tem starting April 1 would go
from $1,144 to $10,738. The com-
pany offered to do the hookup
for Atkins now, saving him
$9,593.

As did many other residents
who received similar letters,
Atkins said he was left with
more questions than answers,
and wondered why he had not
been notified sooner by the city
or township government.

“The question is, why did we
have to learn about this through
a privale contractor?” he said.

There arve 542 other towuship
parcels within the city where the
deadline will make no difference
either because the parcels are
zoned for commercial use or be-
cause there are no water or sew-
er lines close enough for them to
hook up now. If and when those
parcel owners hook up to city
services, they will have to pay the
higher rates and be 1mmed1ately
annexed to the city.

The Ann Arbor City Council
approved the higher fees in Jan-
uary 2004. It made the new fees
immediate for all new construe-
tion, but set the March 31 dead-
line this year to the township
“island” residences. However,
the city is just now getting
around to sending letters to
property owners telling them of

‘Frankly, i think two
months is plenty of
time to make this
decision.’

Sue McCormick, Ann Arbor’s
utilities direcrot

the higher fse+ and the dead-
line.

Sue McCorm:ck, Ann Arbor’s
utilities director, said that he-
cause of the complicated sys-
tem of figuring; the old fees
based on the cost of installing
water mains « weades 4go — the
city had to build a database with
information specific to each
property. She said letters with
information specific to proper-
ties eligible to get hooked up be-
fore the deadline would go out
this week to property owners.

McCormick called the letter
from Improvement Technolo-
gies Co. “unfortunate.” She said
the city sent a letter last week to
all residents who had received
the company’s letter telling
them fo expect the city’s own
mailing.

“We are trying to help people
manage the anxiety,” she said.

Ryan Sawall, president of Im-
provement Technologies Co.,
said his company used the Free-
dom of Information Act to get

- the names and addresses and
hookup cost information of peo-/
ple who will see a substantial in-
crease in hookup fees, and-
wrote a letter to those people of: .
fering to do the work! His coms.
pany sent 198 letters to people -
in Ann Arbor, Scio and Pittsfield
townships, Sawall said. -+ ¢

“I just wanted to let people
know that we're out liere and !
it’s going {o be less costly if they:
decide to connect (before April
1),” Bawall said.

MeCormick said the city dld
not communicate directly with:
the township property owneis"
earlier out of concern that pag- |
tial information would have gén- |
erated ton many phone talls
from property owners wanting
more specific information. -

“(Bach one) could be a two-"
or three-day research prOJect e
she said.

She thinks the mdmduahzed
letters are going out in time to
allow people to make an. in-
formed decision, she said.

“Frankly, I think two months
is plenty of time to make this de-
cision,” McCormick said. . - -

Atkins said the city should ex-
tend the time for residents t§;
make a decision, but. Mc-f .
Cormick said that would. not
happen. ,

John Mulcahy can be reached at
Jjmulcahy@annarbornews.com or
{734) 994-6858.




