
From: Kolon, Sybil (DNRE)

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 10:27 AM
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Yesterday Judge Donald Shelton, Washtenaw County Circuit Court, signed the Third 
Amendment to Consent Judgment.  Attached is a press release that has just been issued by 
the DNRE. 
  
The amendment divides the site into two main areas - west and east of Wagner Road, and 
amends specific cleanup obligations for these areas.  The original Prohibition Zone, restricting 
the use of groundwater, has been expanded into the Evergreen subdivision area (see attached 
map). 
  
The amendment should be available on the DNRE's Gelman website this afternoon.  See 
information below on accessing the website, then scroll to and click on "Legal Documents". 
  
The DNRE will provide more details on the amendments in an upcoming Information Bulletin 
and at a public meeting: 
  
                Wednesday, March 30, 2011 
                                7:00 PM 
                    Abbot Elementary School 
                      2670 Sequoia Parkway 
                        Ann Arbor, Michigan 
  
Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to be removed from or added to this 
distribution list. 
  
Recipients of this note also receive periodic listings of documents recently posted on the 
DNRE's Gelman web site.  Click on the following link: 
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3311_4109_9846_9847-71595--,00.html  

or enter http://www.michigan.gov/deqrrd, then scroll to "Sites of Interest" under "Contaminated 
Sites List" and click on "Gelman Sciences, Inc. Site of Contamination". 

Documents related to the Gelman site can also be reviewed at the Gelman Information 
Repositories, listed below, although paper copies of documents are no longer being sent to 
these locations, unless they are not available in digital format.  These documents are also 
available for review at the DNRE's Jackson District Office, by appointment.  The Ann Arbor 
Public Library has indicated it intends to print all of the documents for their Gelman Information 
Repository. 

Ann Arbor District Library 
Downtown Library 
343 South Fifth Avenue 

http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0%2c1607%2c7-135-3311_4109_9846_9847-71595--%2c00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/deqrrd


734-327-4200 
  
Scio Township Hall 
827 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor 
734-665-2123 
  
City of Ann Arbor Water Utilities Department 
100 North Fifth Avenue 
Contact: Venita Harrison 734-994-8286 
  
Washtenaw County Department of Planning 
and Environment 
705 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor 
Contact: Michael Gebhard 734-222-3855  

  
Sybil Kolon 
Senior Environmental Quality Analyst 
Remediation Division 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
301 E. Louis Glick Hwy. 
Jackson, MI  49201 
phone:  517-780-7937 
fax:       517-780-7855 
e-mail:  kolons@michigan.gov 
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Norton, Susan (DNRE) 

From: Drus, Tracy (DNRE)

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 10:07 AM

To: 'DEQ-PRESS_RELEASES@LISTSERV.MICHIGAN.GOV'

Subject: Court revises cleanup plan for Ann Arbor site
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                            Contact:        Brad Wurfel 
March 9, 2011                                                                                              517-373-7917 

  
Court revises cleanup plan for Ann Arbor site 

  

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment today announced an 
agreement with a Washtenaw County company, amending cleanup requirements for a 
widespread plume of contaminated groundwater in Ann Arbor.  

Washtenaw County Circuit Court Judge Donald Shelton ordered the change for Pall Life 
Sciences, successor to Gelman Sciences, amending of the plan to address groundwater 
contaminated with 1,4-dioxane.  

The Gelman Sciences property, located on Wagner Road just south of Jackson Road in Scio 
Township, manufactured medical filters. Dioxane used at the plant from 1966 to 1986 was 
disposed of by various methods, resulting in widespread groundwater contamination in 
portions of the city of Ann Arbor, Scio and Ann Arbor Townships.  

The first contaminated private water supply well was discovered in 1985. Since then, more 
than 120 contaminated private wells have been replaced with municipal water. Pall Life 
Sciences acquired the property from its original owner in 1997 and undertook responsibility for 
continuing the cleanup efforts.  

The court has worked with Pall Life Sciences and the MDNRE since December 2008 to identify 
needed modifications to its 1992 judgment, and to further address disputes that arose when 
the MDNRE denied a May 2009 proposal by Pall Life Sciences to modify cleanup obligations in 
the judgment. Today’s action resolves those disputes. 

The amendment divides the site into two main areas – west and east of Wagner Road (see 
map), and amends specific cleanup obligations for these areas. It reflects changes made to the 
state cleanup law in 1995, which allowed for the initial court-ordered restrictions in 2005 on 
groundwater use in portions of Ann Arbor known as the Prohibition Zone.    

Key components of the amendment include:  

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-rrd-GS-GelmanThirdAmendmentAsRevised-03-07-11AttachmentEMarch2011CJ_-PZandExp_347228_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-rrd-GS-GelmanThirdAmendmentAsRevised-03-07-11AttachmentEMarch2011CJ_-PZandExp_347228_7.pdf


Court-approved expansion of the Prohibition Zone to the north of the current boundary 
into the Evergreen Subdivision area in Ann Arbor to restrict use of the groundwater.  

Installation of additional groundwater monitoring wells by Pall Life Sciences to define and 
monitor the plume.  

Continued groundwater extraction by Pall Life Sciences at several locations at a reduced 
rate (from 1,100 to 750 gallons per minute), along with treatment and discharge to the 
Honey Creek tributary, with termination of extraction subject to MDNRE approval.  

Continued monitoring by Pall Life Sciences of groundwater contaminated with 1,4-
dioxane that exceeds the generic residential cleanup criterion of 85 parts per billion until 
Pall Life Sciences can demonstrate the remaining groundwater contamination does not 
pose an unacceptable risk to human health, safety, welfare or the environment, now or in 
the future.  

The MDNRE will host a March 30 public meeting in Ann Arbor to discuss the cleanup effort 
and answer questions about the court order. The meeting begins at 7 p.m. at the Abbot 
Elementary School, 2670 Sequoia Parkway.  

For more information about this site, go to the MDNRE Remediation Division Web site at 
www.michigan.gov/deqrrd, scroll to “Sites of Interest” under “Contaminated Site Information” 
and click on “Gelman Sciences.” The amendment can be found under “Legal Documents.” 

For additional site information, contact project manager Sybil Kolon at 517-780-7937 or 
kolons@michigan.gov. 

### 
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