
To: Public Water and Wastewater Officials [TANS list] 
 
Title: Threat Advisory Notification System [TANS] Notice #18 
 
Purpose: To forward the announcement for the launch of the new Water Contaminant Information 
Tool 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
EPA is pleased to announce the launch of the new Water Contaminant Information Tool (WCIT) 
database.  This secure, online database for contaminants of concern to drinking water and 
wastewater (water) security is designed to assist users in planning for, and responding to, 
drinking water contamination threats and incidents.  It provides current, reliable, contaminant data 
from peer reviewed sources and research. 
 
The database currently contains data for 48 contaminants.  It includes information on water 
contaminants data on contaminant names, contaminant availability, fate and transport, health 
effects and toxicity, medical information, potential water quality and environmental indicators, 
sampling and analysis, and helpful response advice for utilities. Information on wastewater 
treatment and infrastructure decontamination will be added to this tool in 2006. 
 
WCIT access will be granted to drinking water and wastewater utilities, State drinking water and 
wastewater programs, drinking water and wastewater associations, and federal officials (including 
government laboratory personnel.)  Given the sensitivity of the WCIT data, access to the tool will 
be tightly controlled with a password-protect feature, yet it will be readily available to these 
groups. 
 
To apply for access to WCIT, vi sit http://www.epa.gov/wcit.  Please contact the WCIT hotline at 
wcit@csc.com or (703) 461-2100 with any questions. 
 
I ask for your assistance in publicizing the availability of this database to your stakeholders to 
ensure that it reaches those who will benefit from it most. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curt Baranowski 
Acting Associate Director 
Water Security Division 
Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/security/  
202-564-0636 = phone 
202-564 8513= fax 
1201 Constitution Ave., NW (4601-M) 
2nd Floor EPA-East / Room 2368-M 
Washington, DC   20004 


