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Michigan may experience an upcoming push to shift its focus for management of waste based on reports developed by the Solid Waste and Sustainability Advisory Panel (SWSAP) and the Governor’s Recycling Council (GRC).  These two groups have worked through the past year to develop recommendations to address the needs of the state to develop a more sustainable materials management infrastructure.
SWSAP
The SWSAP was established in 2014 to evaluate whether and how Michigan’s 40 year old solid waste law should be amended to promote a more sustainable approach to managing waste and our natural resources. It is comprised of members representing wide-ranging interests such as environmental and recycling groups, environmental consulting firms, business and industry, and academia. Currently, solid waste is regulated by Part 115, Solid Waste Management, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, which remains relatively silent on promoting other materials management options besides disposal, such as waste reduction, recycling, composting, and anaerobic digestion. The SWSAP worked to create proposals to shift the focus of the laws to see waste as a resource.
GRC
The Governor’s Recycling Council was tasked with advising the Governor and the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality on implementing the Governor’s Residential Recycling Plan to achieve a 30% municipal solid waste recycling rate. It includes nine industry experts representing public/private partnerships, academia, consulting firms, industry, and public and community interests. The GRC has worked to create specific recommendations to increase recycling throughout the state in a sustainable manner.
Recommendations to increase materials management
Both the SWSAP and the GRC recognize the importance of increased focus on sustainable materials management rather than just disposal, and their recommendations reflect this understanding. SWSAP recommendations include a focus on revamping the county solid waste planning process, increasing regulatory oversight for previously unregulated materials management options, fortifying financial assurance and postclosure provisions, and ensuring adequate funding for state and local implementation of responsibilities. 
The GRC has developed recommendations that address more objective ways to increase and establish recycling such as progress measurement, education and outreach, market development, convenient universal access to recycling programs, and funding for recycling initiatives. Some of these recommendations may be realized through the new materials management planning process proposed by the SWSAP, and others through additional mechanisms identified in the report. Both groups provide recommendations that focus on fostering a more sustainable materials management infrastructure for Michigan’s solid waste, and viewing that waste as a resource.
Benefits from these recommendations are wide reaching
Recommendations from both groups were developed from representatives of a wide variety of interests. Additionally, the SWSAP provided a public comment period in the summer of 2016 to reach an even larger audience to identify concerns. Therefore, the recommendations address improvements that will be experienced by multiple sectors. Local governments can expect less regulatory requirements to ensure disposal capacity, site landfills, and manage import/export waste, and therefore fewer resources needed to manage these activities. They may also see an increase in tools and funding for local governments to establish partnerships for recycling collection systems. Individual residents will notice the development and expansion of convenient recycling opportunities, and decreased nuisances due to regulatory oversight of previously exempted materials management facilities. Businesses will experience additional options for managing waste consistent with corporate responsibility recycling and zero-landfill goals.   Businesses interested in investing in materials management facilities, equipment, and technology will experience a more level regulatory playing field. All sectors can anticipate increased economic opportunity due to the increase in value of recyclable materials.
Support from organizations is critical during development of legislation
Both the SWSAP and GRC have developed and recently released reports detailing their recommendations. As the next step of the process, legislation development, approaches, it will be extremely important for representatives from a variety of interest groups and sectors to not only support the recommendations of the GRC and SWSAP, but to help share outreach materials within organizations, encourage legislators to adopt the legislation, and continue to keep up with the progress of the development of this process. It is time to start looking towards a future of sustainability. Sustainable management of waste and increased recycling can benefit all; improve quality of life, ecological integrity, and economic vitality within our state.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Both of the reports and additional information can be found at: www.michigan.gov/swra.
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