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Upper Manistee Watershed Protection Project II
April 2007 through December 2010

During the course of this project, five conservation easements were acquired on high-priority
parcels in the Upper Manistee River Watershed. A conservation easement is a perpetual
agreement between a landowner and a qualified conservation organization that prohibits certain
uses of the land that could negatively impact water quality. The conservation easements
permanently protect 723 acres, almost a mile of stream frontage and vital headwaters areas.
The Upper Manistee was designated a Natural River under the Michigan Natural River Act of
1970, PA 231 in 2003. Portions of the River and Tributaries are designated as "Blue Ribbon”
trout streams with native species still present. Easements on these parcels protect vital
headwaters, river frontage and wetland buffers, which play a critical role in protecting water
quality of this unique watershed.

Grant Amount: $ 215,000
Match Funds: $ 627,500

@ Total Amount: $ 842,500

Best Management Practices:
Permanent conservation easements

Annual Load Reductions:
e Sediment: 48 tons

e Phosphorus: 195 pounds
¢ Nitrogen: 2,097 pounds A

TI&E Activities (concurrent with but
outside the scope of the grant): 0

+ GTRLC Newsletter T

Partners involved:
-Landowners of priority parcels
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Forest interior on Whip-poor-will Hill conservation easement.

Manistee River on Fisherman’s Bend conservation easement
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Meadow above River on Riverview 120 conservation easement



Wetland on North Country Wetlands CE.
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