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The Grand Traverse Bay watershed is one of the premier tourist and outdoor recreation regions in the state of 
Michigan.  Its natural resource base and beauty contribute significantly to the quality of life enjoyed by year-round 
residents, and the area’s continued growth and relative prosperity.  Storm water inputs are a primary concern 
throughout the Kid's Creek subwatershed because of the resulting changes to hydrologic flow and potential to 
contribute to excessive sediment, nutrients, and toxins to the bay and its watershed.  Due to a high amount of 
impervious surfaces (24.7% in Boardman Lake watershed and greater than 40% in downtown areas), the city of 
Traverse City generates large amounts of storm water during rain and snow melt events and city officials consider 
storm water to be a high priority issue. The goal of this project was to protect and restore the aquatic life and 
coldwater fishery designated uses in the Kid’s Creek subwatershed in Traverse City, and subsequent downstream 
portions of the Boardman River, from further water quality degradation due to excessive sedimentation and storm 
water inputs.  This project resulted in the implementation of numerous practices to treat storm water. 

                                                     
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                            
                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 
 
                                                                                                 
 
 
 
                                                                       

Best Management Practices:
• Stabilized 4 stream bank erosion sites on 

Kid’s Creek totaling 160 feet. 
• Stabilized 700 feet of streambank on 

Boardman River and provide recreational 
access. 

• Installed one rain garden in residential 
Traverse City neighborhood (100 ft2). 

• Installed modular (pervious) pavement at 
two locations in Traverse City neighborhood 
(568 ft2). 

• Installed 750 square feet of buffer strip 
along Kids Creek at Munson Hospital. 

• Completed inventory of all stormwater entry 
points to GT Bay and contributing waters 
within TC city limits; Develop system of 
stormwater BMPs for use in improving WQ 
in Traverse City.   

Annual Load Reductions: 
•   184 tons Sediment 
•   159 pounds P, 318 pounds N 

     Grant Amount: $116,600 
     Match Funds:  $ 47,400 
 
     Total Amount: $164,000  

 
 
             

Partners involved: 
• Grand Traverse Conservation District 
• City of Traverse City 
• Lindy Lazar (Graphic Design) 
• Pannier Graphics (sign fabrication) 

                                          
 
 
           

September 2007 
 

I&E Activities: 

• Installed educational sign at Boardman River 
streambank restoration location. 

• Developed storm water toolkit tailored to 
GT Bay watershed needs and issues. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

Boardman River – Farmers Market Site After: 
Flat sheets of quarried rock to prevent further 
erosion while still allowing for foot traffic.  

Boardman River – Farmers Market Site Before:  
Erosion caused by foot and waterfowl traffic and 
stormwater runoff coming from banks  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Educational Sign by Farmers Market Site. Kids Creek streambank restoration site example 
 

 
 

Modular Paver Demo site (example)  
 

Rain Garden (one year after installation) 


