
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION 

OBTAINING WRITTEN PERMISSIONS FOR CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF 
AQUATIC NUISANCE PLANTS, ALGAE, OR SWIMMERS ITCH 

In Michigan, the chemical control of aquatic nuisance plants, algae, and swimmer’s itch 
is regulated by Part 31,Water Resource Protection, and Part 33, Aquatic Nuisance 
Control, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA), 1994 PA 
451, as amended.  Pursuant to Section 324.3308 of Part 33, “An applicant shall obtain 
authorization to chemically treat the proposed area of impact by obtaining written 
permission from each person who owns bottomlands in the area of impact”1.  Written 
permissions must be maintained for one year from the expiration date of the permit and 
shall be available to the Department of Environmental Quality upon request.   

When obtaining permissions, it is important to ensure that, at a minimum, your 
permission form includes: 

• Printed name of property owner

• Property location information – street address, tax ID number, lot ID number etc.

• Statement indicating whether the property owner grants permission for the
chemical treatment of aquatic nuisance vegetation/algae or swimmers itch to
occur on their property (e.g., a yes/no check box).

• Year or time period for which the permission is granted

• Signature of property owner

• Date of signature

Your permission form may also be used to request additional information as determined 
by your organization.  For example, you may ask each property owner to confirm the 
presence and location of private drinking water wells.  For more information on this 
subject, please refer to the fact sheet:  “Aquatic Nuisance Control:  Identifying and 
Protecting Drinking Water Wells”   

If you have any questions or would like additional information, contact the ANC 
Program staff at 517-284-5593 or DEQ-WRD-ANC@michigan.gov. 

1 Written permission from each bottomland owner is not required if the applicant is providing, or
has contracted to provide, chemical treatments for either of the following:   (a) A lake board 
established under part 309 for the waterbody for which chemical treatment is proposed (b) This 
state or a local unit of government acting under authority of state law to conduct lake 
improvement projects or to control aquatic vegetation.  However, a standard lake association 
does not typically have the legal authority to treat private property without the permission of each 
property owner.   

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(xfhccd45gw40t555bdibjdyj)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-ii-1-33.pdf

