
Clean Michigan Initiative                            SE Oakland Co. Water Authority 

Clean Water Fund Grant      248-288-5150  

2007-0139                                           248-435-0310:  

                                                                                                                                            JMcKeen@socwa.org 
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Project background:  The Southeastern Oakland Water ASOCWA conducted a four-year campaign to inform and 

motivate residents and municipalities to follow recommended healthy lawn and landscape practices.   Over 100 

citizens were trained through the Master and Treekeeper programs and over 30 public education events and 

demonstrations carried out each year in various communities, Red Run Subwatershed. Training for municipal staff 

was offered and public information fact sheets prepared and distributed through municipal newsletters and 

websites.   

 

A survey of lawn mowing practices was conducted in selected neighborhoods in July 2009 and July 2010.  In 

addition, more than 15 retailers in the Red Run Subwatershed participate in the Earth-Friendly Lawn Fertilizer 

sticker program.  It is believed that an estimated 50% of all residents are familiar with one or more of the 

recommended lawn practices.     Interest in home composting and proper tree mulching appears to be increasing, 

in part due to the area-wide and municipal outreach efforts.   

 

Through partnership efforts with the Michigan Green Industry Association, the list of endorsed lawn companies 

has now grown to including 17 firms (offering the healthy lawn care option). 
 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

                                                                                             

 

 

 

  

Partners involved: 

•Michigan Green Industry 

Association 

•Clinton River Watershed Council 

•Municipalities in the Red Run 

  Subwatershed, Clinton River 

  Watershed 
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Best Management 

Practices: 
•Healthy lawn care 

• Don’t guess…soil test! 

• Mow grass tall; mulch clippings 

• Use earth-friendly lawn 

fertilizers 

• Make compost at home 

• Use compost and natural 

mulches  

• Select diverse species of 

trees; native tree species when 

possible 

• Mulch trees properly 

• Recycle rainwater: rain 

gardens; rail barrels 
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Annual Load Reductions: 

•    

I&E Activities: 

• Annual Master Composter training 

classes with notebook   

• Treekeeper training with manual 

• 30+ education outreach events and 

demonstrations each year 

• Earth-friendly landscape signs for 

homes 

• How-to-do-it short videos – on 

www.SOCWA.org  website 

• Treekeeper signs for mulch-outs 
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 Grant Amount: $84,956 

 Match Funds: $106,009 

 Total Amount:$190,965 

 

Red Run Subwatershed, 

Clinton River Watershed 

 

 

 

http://www.socwa.org/


 
                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



         

 



 

 

 

  


