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	Department of Human Services (DHS) will not discriminate against any individual or group because of race, religion, age, national origin, color, height, weight, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, political beliefs or disability. If you need help with reading, writing, hearing, etc., under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are invited to make your needs known to a DHS office in your area.
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	State
	Zip Code

	
	
	
	
	

	

	Pursuant to MCL 712B. 1 - 41 a cultural knowledge/exposure plan must be developed; including a person/persons or family that will take the responsibility to work with the child in an age appropriate fashion.
Caseworkers must collaborate with the child, family, foster care provider, and tribe either in-person or teleconference to identify, develop, and create a cultural plan including but not limited to the following to ensure culturally competent services and linkages:

	

	Cultural Activity
	Description
	Frequency
	Person Responsible

	Community/Family Cultural Event
	     
	     
	     

	Camp
	     
	     
	     

	School
	     
	     
	     

	Classes
	     
	     
	     

	Clubs
	     
	     
	     

	Other
	     
	     
	     

	

	Cultural Items
	Description
	Frequency
	Person Responsible

	Art
	     
	     
	     

	Music
	     
	     
	     

	Books
	     
	     
	     

	Movies
	     
	     
	     

	Regalia
	     
	     
	     

	Clothing
	     
	     
	     

	Other
	     
	     
	     

	


	The following attest that a cultural plan was created for the American Indian/Alaska Native child in collaboration with the child, family, foster care provider, and tribe either in-person or teleconference to ensure culturally competent services linkages (MCL 712B. 1 - 41):

	

	Caseworker, Title
	Email
	Phone
	Date

	     
	     
	     
	     

	

	Caseworker Supervisor
	Email
	Phone
	Date

	     
	     
	     
	     

	

	Client
	Email
	Phone
	Date

	     
	     
	     
	     

	

	Foster Care Provider
	Email
	Phone
	Date

	     
	     
	     
	     

	

	Tribal Representative
	Email
	Phone
	Date

	     
	     
	     
	     

	


	INSTRUCTIONS
CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE
Developmentally, it is essential that the child be supported to gain cultural knowledge. Cultural knowledge is integral to the development of an individual’s identity. Past historical practices that ignored or sought to eliminate that knowledge have been shown to create significant wellness issues for many individuals. Cultural learning should include attendance at significant community/family cultural events, camps, schools, classes and clubs. Art, music, books, movies, and regalia that the child owns or should own; clothes with native designs, etc., should be secured for the child if it is possible (www.tlpi.org).
To ensure community linkages and cultural competency for American Indian/Alaska Native and Canadian Indian families, caseworkers must complete a cultural plan for the child(ren) and family (MCL 712B. 1 - 41).
Caseworkers should endeavor to create a manageable and age-appropriate cultural plan utilizing the Cultural Activities/Cultural Items examples found on the DHS-120-C. Ideally, caseworkers will identify as many age-appropriate items for the child as permissible and manageable.

Examples:

Cultural Activity

Community/Family Cultural Event = Powwow; Feast; Community Gathering; etc.

Camp = Language; Maple Syrup; Junior Police; Hunter Safety; etc.

Cultural Item

Art = Dreamcatcher; Poster; Basketry; etc.

Music = CD; ITunes; MP3; or Native Drum/Flute (instruments); etc.



	Cultural Activity
	Description
	Frequency
	Person Responsible

	Camp
	Sault Tribe Junior Police, Mackinac County
	Annual (June)
	Caseworker; Tribe; and youth

	

	Cultural Items
	Description
	Frequency
	Person Responsible

	Movie
	Theater or DVD
	Quarterly
	Foster Care Provider

	

	Caseworkers must identify and complete a minimum of one item per category (One item for Cultural activity and one item for Cultural Items) for each reporting period. Caseworkers must submit an exception narrative in writing to supervisor and in MiSACWIS for supervisor approval if Cultural Activities or Cultural Items are not identified, completed, or procured for the American Indian/Alaska Native or Canadian Indian child (Examples of exception narrative include: Developmental characteristics of child; residential facility regulations for personal items; weather/safety cancellation of events; illness; etc.). Cultural plans and exception requests must be logged/scanned into MiSACWIS for the case record (see NAA 205).
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