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to run out
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MICHIGAN (NEWSCHANNEL 3) — 87,000 people in Michigan are set to lose their unemployment
benefits on July 3.

The loss in benefits comes after Republicans in the Senate blocked an effort to extend those
benefits again. That means a lot of people will soon need a lot of help.

State leaders in Michigan are doing what they can to limit the fallout and to make sure the
unemployed know about the lifelines that are available.

Most of those who walk through the doors of Michigan Works officers everyday rely on federal
unemployment. That unemployment equals about $300 a week, and state leaders say nothing
good happens when that money dries up.

“| think we can't help them with the same resources that we now provide,” said Ismael Ahmed,
Director of Michigan DHS.

“These unemployed folks are not putting the money in the bank accounts,” said Stephen Geskey,
Unemployment Insurance Agency.

For Michigan's Unemployment Insurance Agency, and Department of Human Services,
Tuesday's press conference was a chance to count the grim numbers Michigan is facing.

Nearly 90,000 residents are set to lose unemployment benefits by Friday, the week after that
number doubles, and then by October, triples.

With no sign that the federal government will pony up to extend unemployment it's now the state's
problem.
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“We're going to have to do less for people because we will have less resources,” said Ahmed,
“but we also promise people that we're going to be there for them and help with what we can.”

The pressure of helping out could fall squarely on the DHS, which is spread to the limit.
Caseworkers there have, on average, 700 cases to deal with, so when more people come asking
for help, the agency's director has to give a frank answer.

“We know we can't help everybody,” said Ahmed, “but a lot of people have worked their lives and
are entitled to some transitional support, so we want the opportunity to try to help everybody.”

Still, state officials balked at calling Congress irresponsible for not extending unemployment.

“It's deeply troubling,” said Geskey.

“We're making a public plea to the U.S. Senate to relook at funding FMAP and to extend
unemployment,” said Ahmed.

FMAP stands for Federal Medical Assistance Percentages, money that also comes from the
federal government and is going to stop at the end of 2010, which will further hamper the DHS.
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