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State of Michigan
	

	JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM

GOVERNOR
	DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, LABOR & ECONOMIC GROWTH

Michigan Occupational Safety & Health Administration

(MIOSHA)
	ANDREW S. LEVIN
ACTING DIRECTOR



August 24, 2010
Address

Address Line 2

Address Line 3

Dear Employer:

On July 29, 2010, a tragic incident involving a grain elevator in Illinois resulted in the death of two teenagers (ages 14 and 19).  Both suffocated after being engulfed in a grain bin they had entered to help clear.  A third young worker was pulled out of the storage bin alive and was hospitalized after being trapped for 12 hours. Unfortunately, this was not a rare occurrence or one unique to Illinois.  Researchers at Purdue University documented 38 grain entrapments in 2009 alone.  

I am writing to you today to remind you of your responsibility to provide a safe and healthful work environment.  As an employer, you must be vigilant and always follow the long established safety practices that will prevent these tragedies.  A copy of MIOSHA’s Grain Handling Facilities standard, Part 77, is enclosed for your reference.  Part 77 contains rules that must be followed by grain elevators, feed mills, flour mills, rice mills, dust pelletizing plants, dry corn mills, and soybean dry grinding and/or flaking operations.   A handout summarizing requirements for workers entering storage bins is also attached.

As an employer of workers facing these hazards, you are obligated to protect and train your workers.  MIOSHA’s goal is to help you meet these obligations.  

I am calling on you today to prevent these needless deaths.  MIOSHA’s Consultation Education and Training (CET) Program is available to assist you in complying with MIOSHA standards.  Many employers have benefited from additional expertise to address workplace safety and health issues and have welcomed the assistance that MIOSHA staff provides.  

CET operates separately from MIOSHA’s enforcement program.  The service is free and confidential in that consultation information will not be shared with the enforcement divisions.  There are no citations or penalties issued.  CET can be contacted at 517-322-1809, or by completing a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA) form on the MIOSHA website http://www.michigan.gov/cetrca.  When contacting CET, include in your request that you are responding to my letter so that your request receives the highest priority.

If you have questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact Connie O’Neill, Director, CET Division, at 517-322-1809 or me at 517-322-1817.  

Sincerely,
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Douglas J. Kalinowski

Director

Enclosures

cc: Craig Anderson, Farm Bureau

Jim Byrum, Michigan Agri-Business Association


MIOSHA Requirements for

Workers Entering Grain Storage Structures
When workers enter storage bins, employers must (among other things): 

1) Turn off and lock out all powered equipment associated with the bin, including augers used to help move the grain, so that the grain is not being emptied or moving out or into the bin.  Standing on moving grain is deadly; the grain acts like ‘quicksand’ and can bury a worker in seconds.  Moving grain out of a bin while a worker is in the bin creates a suction that can pull the workers into the grain in seconds.

2) Prohibit walking down grain and similar practices where an employee walks on grain to make it flow. 

3) Provide all employees a body harness with a lifeline, or a boatswain’s chair, and ensure that it is secured prior to the employee entering the bin.

4) Provide an observer stationed outside the bin or silo being entered by an employee.  Ensure the observer is equipped to provide assistance and that their only task is to continuously track the employee in the bin. 

5) Prohibit workers from entry into bins or silos underneath a bridging condition, or where a build-up of grain products on the sides could fall and bury them. 

6) Test the air within a bin or silo prior to entry for the presence of combustible and toxic gases, and to determine if there is sufficient oxygen. 

7) Ensure a permit is issued for each instance a worker enters a bin or silo, certifying that the precautions listed above have been implemented.

For more information on the safety and health hazards associated with grain handling operations, contact the Consultation Education and Training Division at 517-322-1809.  In addition, information is available from federal OSHA at www.osha.gov/SLTC/grainhandling . 
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DELEG is an equal opportunity employer/program.  Auxiliary aids, services and 
other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
7150 HARRIS DRIVE ( P.O. BOX 30643 ( LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
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