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A STEP IN 
THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION
Oregon 
Senate Bill 479, sponsored by 
state senators Rick Metsger 
and Frank Morse and Rep. 
Brent Barton. This bill has been 
unanimously passed by both 
the House and the Senate and 
was signed by the governor 
June 4.The bill would permit 
state contracting agencies to 
limit competition for certain 
contracts to businesses that are 
owned by disabled veterans.

nearly as complex. For instance, the 
Florida Service-Disabled Veteran Busi-
ness Enterprise Opportunity Act took ef-
fect on Veterans Day 2008 and provides 
a preference to SDVOBs for state con-
tracts. While there is no goal established 
for a percentage of contracts awarded to 
SDVOBs, disabled vetrepreneurs get pref-
erence if there are two equal bids in terms 
of quality and price.

Kevin Connelly, president of Apol-
lo Sunguard Systems in Sarasota, 
Fla., said he is familiar with the leg-
islation but doesn’t expect it to have 
a signifi cant impact on his business.

“It’s not going to do a whole lot,” said 
Connelly, an Army veteran who served 
two tours in Vietnam. “This law basically 
serves as a tiebreaker. What we need is 
legislation that mirrors the California pro-
gram. And even then the only way these 
programs are going to be effective is at the 
contracting offi cer level. There must be 
accountability for achieving these goals.”

West Virginia has a similar program 
that took effect in May 2006 and pro-
vides a preference in procuring state con-
tracts for West Virginia residents who are 
service-disabled veterans. With all other 
aspects being equal, veterans are awarded 
a contract when competing with out-of-
state vendors as long as the SDVOB bid 
does not exceed 3.5 percent of the com-
peting bid.

Harry Siegel, CEO of HMS Tech-
nologies in Martinsburg, W.Va., said he 
applauds the state government for being 
“very veteran-centric,” although the pro-
gram hasn’t had an impact on his busi-
ness.

“I believe for those veteran-owned 
companies that provide the products and 
services that are bought at the state level, 
this has done a great thing for them,” said 
Siegel, who served in Vietnam and later 
graduated from the Naval Academy. “We 
are an IT and health services company and 
the state of West Virginia has not utilized 
much of that type of service.”

Siegel said West Virginia took a great 
step forward with the law, but could do 
more. He favors a set-aside program for 
all veteran-owned businesses, not just SD-
VOBs.

“The legislation should be buttoned 
down a little tighter than the federal leg-

ket what they need to market quickly when 
the constituents raise enough devil.”

States also have the fl exibility to pass 
legislation targeted to the unique needs 
of its residents. Since Oregon has a large 
number of business owners who serve in 
the National Guard and Reserves, the 
state implemented the Small Business Re-
pair Loan Program in March 2008. This 
legislation provides as many as two inter-
est-free loans to military business owners 
who return from a deployment as a way to 
help them repair any losses to their busi-
nesses.

Also, Oregon Senate Bill 479 was 
passed unanimously by the Oregon 
House on May 21 and was signed by the 
governor June 4. The bill added SDVOBs 
to a list of other small businesses that are 
to receive contracts or subcontracts from 
large businesses (as part of required sub-
contracting plans) that contract with Or-
egon. It also allows sole source contracts 
to SDVOBs for contracts of $50,000 or 
less.

Glen Brown, owner of GlenMar Con-
struction, said he and members of his staff 
worked diligently to get legislation passed.  
“An amendment was added stating the 
bill falls under emergency legislation and 
will become law upon signature and not 
have to wait until the following year to 
be implemented by all state contracting 
agencies,” Brown said.

 They presented the proposal to Brent 
Barton, an Oregon legislator who agreed 
to sponsor the bill.

Barton (D-House District 51) said the 
bill provides a perfect opportunity to help 
veteran business owners in a way that tru-
ly matters. In addition, the legislation will 
create more jobs by improving opportuni-
ties for SDVOBs.

“There are only so many opportunities 
we have to express our gratitude to the 
men and women who serve for us,” Bar-
ton said. “They give up so much for us. 
This is just a perfect opportunity to ex-
press our gratitude appreciation in a way 
that really means something in peoples’ 
lives. It’s the right thing to do. What I 
love about veterans’ issues in particular is 
that they transcend party lines. It’s a great 
opportunity for all of us to come together 
as Americans.”

Some other states’ programs aren’t 

“There are only so 
many opportunities 
we have to express 
our gratitude to the 

men and women who 
serve for us. It’s the 

right thing to do. What 
I love about veterans’ 
issues in particular is 
that they transcend 

party lines. It’s a great 
opportunity for all of 
us to come together 

as Americans.”

Rep. Brent Barton
Oregon House of 
Representatives

District 51

Continued from page 41 >>
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