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Interment in Cemetery 
Attachments (2) 
 
Reviewed:  5/14/2015 
 
PURPOSE: To regulate the use of the cemetery at the Grand Rapids Home for 

Veterans (GRHV) and to provide guidance to families/responsible parties 
for funeral arrangements. 

 
PROCEDURE FOR CEMETERY USE: 
 
  A. The Michigan Veterans Homes cemetery is available to any person 

who was a member of the Grand Rapids Home or the D.J. 
Jacobetti Home at the time of death.  Exceptions to this cemetery 
use policy may be made upon the approval of the Board of 
Managers. 

 
  B. Headstones and markers may be provided by the V.A. for veterans. 

Next of kin will be responsible for providing headstones or markers 
for non-veterans. 

 
  C. Next of kin purchasing headstones and markers for non-veterans 

will follow the guidelines in Attachment A. 
 
    
  D. The Michigan Veterans Homes will purchase and place all vaults 

for the Homes cemetery grave sites. 
 
  E. Flowers placed in the cemetery must comply with the requirements 

contained in Attachment B. 
 
  F. A dependent spouse, when cremated, will be allowed to be placed 

in same plot.  (Family will be responsible for modifying or replacing 
headstones). 

 
PROCEDURE FOR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS: 
 

A. Funeral arrangements are determined by the member or other 
responsible party as part of the application process.  Prepaid burial 
arrangements are encouraged in the absence of life insurance. 
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B. Upon death the appropriate funeral home is contacted.  The 
following sources of funding are explored: 

 
 1.     Life insurance policies 
 
 2.     Prepaid burial account 
 
 3.     Veterans Administration 
 
 4.     Soldiers and Sailors Relief Fund 
 
 5.     Social Security 
 
 6.     Personal funds at the member’s financial institution 

 
C. Personal funds at the State Veteran’s Home are applied if a funeral 

balance remains after all other sources have been exhausted, with 
payment made directly to the funeral home. 

 
  D.       Burial or cremation of indigent members without available funding   
                                is referred by the funeral home to the State Department of Human  
                                Services. 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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