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MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESQURCES COMMISSION

Subject: Pierce Road Unit Special Hunt Opportunities at the Sharonville State Game Area
Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No., 7 of 2015

Authority:;

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, authorizes the Director
and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state.

Discussion and Background:

The Department of Natural Resources recommends establishing a restricted access hunt area in
order to provide special hunt opportunities within the Pierce Road Unit of the Sharonville State
Game Area. This hunt will give hunters with disabilities, as defined in the order, the opportunity
to hunt deer on state land without competition from other hunters and allow Michigan’s deer
resources to be more accessible to hunters with disabilities.

According to the Michigan Deer Harvest Survey Report, hunters with disabilities are, generally,
some of the least satisfied hunters in Michigan. Although efforts have been made over the last
decade to establish special hunt dates, equipment permits, and accessibility provisions, the
success rate for hunters with disabilities continues to remain low compared to other hunters,

About 600 acres are recommended for the designation of a restricted access hunt area within the
Sharonville State Game Area. The area, proposed for designation as the Pierce Road Unit, would
remain open to the public for recreational activities except during posted Special Hunt
Opportunities. During Special Hunt Opportunities, the Department recommends that the hunt
area be open only to deer hunters with disabilities who have been drawn for a permit and their
accompanying companions, defined as “operators.”

The Department proposes that hunters with disabilities, who are successful in the application
process, be able to designate up to three “operators” to accompany them on the hunt. The
Department recommends that at least one designated operator must be at least 18 years of age
and possess a license, other than an apprentice license, to hunt deer or a certificate of completion
of training in hunter safety. The operators(s) are not permitted to harvest a deer in the hunt area
during Special Hunt Opportunities. The operator(s) must be able to come to the immediate aid
of the permittee and maintain uninterrupted, unaided visual contact.
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