


  November 13, 2001 
 
 

TO: K. L. Cool, Director 
 
INFORMATION: Natural Resources Commission 
 
Transaction:        Land Exchange 19990059 – Michael VanAckeren, Crystal Falls, MI 
 
Private Land Offered:       13.75 equated acres as 33/96 undivided interest in 40 acres – Crystal  
(By Exchange)               Falls Forest Management Unit – Iron County, T43N, R35W, Sec. 13, 

33/96 undivided interest in the SE ¼ of the NW ¼.  
 
Appraised Value: $15,500.00 
 
State Land Desired: 15 equated acres, 36/96 undivided interest in 40 acres- Crystal Falls 
(By Exchange)       Forest Management Unit - Iron County, T43N, R35W, Sec. 13, 36/96 

undivided interest in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼. 
 
Appraised Value: $15,500.00 
 
State Land Desired:   12 equated acres, 29/96 undivided interest in 40 acres. Crystal Falls 
(By Purchase)              Forest Management Unit - Iron County, T43N, R35W, Sec. 13, 29/96 

undivided interest in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼. 
 
Appraised Value: $10,800.00 
 
Notice: This item appeared on the Department’s November 27, 2001 Calendar 

and is eligible for approval on December 4, 2001. 
 
Authority:  Part 21 of Act 451, Public Acts of 1994 as amended. 
 
Comments:  This exchange is mutually beneficial to the State and the applicant.  It 

involves the exchange of undivided interests to consolidate private and 
public ownership in adjacent parcels. The applicant will acquire the 
State’s 65/96th undivided ownership (27 equated acres) in a tract where 
he owns undivided interests.  The State will acquire the applicant’s 
33/96th undivided interest (13.75 equated acres) in 40 acres. This will 
be done by an equal value exchange and by sale of undivided interest 
to the applicant.  

   
   
 
 
 

 

 
 



  The parcels are approximately two miles north of the city of Iron 
River.  The offered private land is adjacent to current State ownership. 
The land contains mixed northern hardwood timber types, primarily 
with pole-sized trees.  The State will acquire public access to land in 
Section 13. 

  
  The desired State-owned land consists of a fractional 65/96th undivided 

interest in a forty-acre parcel. The fractional ownership interests were 
acquired through tax reversion. The applicant owns the remaining 
fractional interest in the parcel.  The parcel is adjacent to the 
applicant’s land and is outside the forest boundary.  The tract is 
covered by mixed, well-stocked northern hardwoods and moderately 
stocked aspen.  There are two cleared pipeline rights-of-way through 
the parcel. 

  
  In addition to the equivalent value exchange of 15 equated acres, the 

applicant will purchase 12 equated acres, described as 29/96 undivided 
interest in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼, which includes the State’s mineral 
interest in the parcel for $10,800.00.  The applicant does not own 
minerals, thus the State minerals are being conveyed to keep the 
mineral and surface ownership intact. 

 
  This transaction and the minerals involved were reviewed by DNR 

staff and approved by the Land Exchange Review Committee in June 
2000. 

  
 

Recommendations:  (1) That the exchange be approved under authority of Part 21, Act 451 
of 1994 as amended. 

 
  (2)  That the applicant purchase the 12 equated acre parcel described 

as, 29/96 undivided interest in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼, Iron County, 
T43N, R35W, Sec. 13, with the State’s mineral interest for $10,800.00 
($844.00 mineral value, to MNRTF) with $9,956.00 to be deposited to 
the Land Exchange Facilitation Fund. 



 
(3) That aboriginal antiquities be reserved.  

 
 
 
 
Lowen Schuett, Chief     Arminda S. Koch, Chief   
Office of Property Management   Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca A. Humphries, Chief 
Wildlife Division 
 
 
 
 
George E. Burgoyne, Jr.    Kelli Sobel 
Resource Management Deputy   Administrative Services Deputy  
    
 
 
I approve the staff recommendations. 
 
 
K. L. Cool        _______________________ 
Director        Date Approved 
 
 
 
 




