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2019 DEER HARVEST SURVEY

584,802 people purchased a license (2.9% decline)

25,070 of 60,065 questionnaires returned (42% response)

9,006 additional hunters completed the survey online

Estimates derived from 30,076 hunters (mail and online respondents)

Estimates standardized to be comparable with estimates from previous years



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Objectives: To estimate deer hunting activity (participation, hunting effort, harvest) and satisfaction with deer numbers and hunting season.  Also, measured hunters desire for CWD testing. We had a 47% response rate with three mailings.
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YOUTH HUNTERS

Youth deer hunters
(<17 years old)

* Recruitment has declined 120,000
37% since 2013 (-7.4% 100,000
average annual decline). 80,000

« In 2006, the minimum i I . ) 111 jg’ggg
age for hunting deer | Y I 20,000
was lowered from 14 to 0 |
12.

* [In 2012, the minimum
age limit was removed.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this chart, the solid line represents the number of deer hunting license buyers younger than 17 years of age, and the yearly totals are tracked on the right axis. The bar chart represent the annual change in license buyers, and this annual change is tracked on the left axis. The number of youth hunters was relatively between 1995 and 2005. In 2006, the minimum age for hunting deer was lowered from 14 to 12, and the number of youth hunters increased by 24%. In 2012, the minimum age limit was removed, and the number of youth hunters increased by 15%. Since 2013, the number of youth hunters has declined 37% (i.e., 7.4% per year). Thus, for the first time since 1995, we have had six straight years of declines in the number of youth hunters.



| LONG-TERM DEER HUNTER TRENDS
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Fewer people buying a
deer hunting license.
Overall number of hunters
declining about

2-3% per year.
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2019 DEER
HARVEST

In all season combined,
364,000 deer were
harvested, which was
about the same as last

year (361,000).

Harvest increased
significantly in the
SWLP (14%).
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LONG-TERM DEER HARVEST TRENDS
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DEER HUNTER SATISFACTION

=m=Overall deer hunting expernence ==Number of deer seen

=m=Number of deer taken =0=Number of antlered deer seen
=+==Size of antlers seen
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Deer taken (36%)
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| LATE URBAN ARCHERY SEASON

B Current season M Expand season

Statewide
P Highest levels of support
HLE in SE LP
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CWD status of a deer is important H 82%

CWD status will influence hunt _ 459,

decision

Stop hunting if 1% prevalence || 1%
Stop hunting if 5% prevalence || EGGE 22%

Stop hunting if 10% prevalence |GGG 252

Willing to pay a nominal testing fee F 38%
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