












 
3 A total of five days beginning on the 

Wednesday closest to January 15 for four days 
thereafter, only in elk management unit(s) 
where additional harvest is deemed necessary 
to meet elk management objectives. 

A total of five days beginning on the Wednesday 
closest to January 15 for four days thereafter, 
only in elk management unit(s) where additional 
harvest is deemed necessary to meet elk 
management objectives. 

 

3.4 Elk hunt, application and selection procedures; requirements; unlawful acts; ineligible persons. 
Sec. 3.4 (1) Only Michigan residents who will be at least 10 years of age by the first day of the first elk hunt 

period may apply. A person who is not a resident of Michigan shall not hunt elk in Michigan. A person shall be 
ineligible to receive a license for more than 1 hunt period. 

 
(2) A person issued an antlerless-only elk license valid for taking an antlerless elk subsequent to the 2003 license 

year shall be ineligible to apply for, obtain, or purchase an elk license for 10 license years subsequent to receiving 
the license. A person issued an elk license valid for taking a bull elk on or after February 1, 2004, shall subsequently 
be ineligible to apply for, obtain, or purchase an elk hunting license. 

 
(3) Eligible residents wishing to participate in the hunting of elk must apply for a license through the retail sales 

system in accordance with instructions provided by the department. If more applications are received than the 
number of licenses to be issued, a random weighted lottery will be held for the selection of successful applicants. 
The director shall establish provisions for the transfer of application success to an unsuccessful youth applicant or 
any individual with an advanced illness. 

 
(4) All elk drawing applicants shall be eligible for a license which is valid for the harvest of a bull elk. Those 

who are not selected may be considered for an antlerless-only elk license at their option, indicated at the time they 
make application. 

 
(5) All successful applicants must participate in a half-day training session the day before the hunt at a 

facility located near the hunt units. Upon completion of this training, each successful applicant will be issued 
their elk license along with other pertinent information and materials. 

 
3.103 Issuance of deer or elk kill tags; validation of deer or elk kill tag; unlawful acts. 

Sec. 3.103 (1) The director shall issue a kill tag as part of each deer or elk hunting license. A person who kills a 
deer or elk shall immediately validate the kill tag by notching out the appropriate information on the tag and attach 
the kill tag to the antler, lower jaw, or gambrel of the deer or elk in a secure and permanent manner. 

 
(2) Except as provided in this subsection for the removal of a kill tag, it shall be unlawful to possess or transport a 

deer or elk without a validated kill tag attached. The kill tag shall remain attached to the carcass until any 1 of the 
following conditions are met: 

 
(a) The carcass is processed or butchered for consumption by an individual for their personal use. 

 
(b) The carcass is accepted for processing and recorded by a commercial processor. If the antlers or head is 

returned to the person submitting the animal to the commercial processor, the kill tag shall accompany the head or 
antlers. 

 
(c) The carcass is accepted for processing and recorded by a taxidermist. 
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