	[bookmark: _GoBack][image: DNRLogoWhiteBack]
	Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Forest Resources Division

FOREST STEWARDSHIP - APPLICATION 
This REQUIRED form must be submitted to the DNR at the start of the planning process.
The Forest Stewardship Program is a partnership between the United States Forest Service, the DNR, and private sector foresters to provide professional planning and technical assistance to private forest landowners who own and steward 9 million acres of Michigan’s 20 million acres of forest land.  
	[image: FSPlogo]

	Contact Information

	Landowner's Name 

	Plan Writer’s Company Name

	Grant Number

	Address

	Plan Writer's Name


	City, State and Zip

	Address


	Home Phone
(            )
	Cell Phone
(            )
	City, State and Zip


	Email

	Work Phone
(            )
	Cell Phone
(            )

	Type of Ownership:  Individual  –  Family  -  Multiple Families  -  Group   -  Corporation   - Limited Liability Company  -  Association  -  Indian Tribe
	Email


	Location of the Property to be Planned

	County Name

	Township Name

	Section Number

	Town

	Range


	Legal Description




	Total Acres

	Forested Acres

	Acres in Plan

	Comments on Acres


	Federal and State Eligibility

	Yes
	No
	

	|_|
	|_|
	Is the property non-industrial, private forestland owned by an individual, family, group, corporation, or other private legal entity?

	|_|
	|_|
	Is the property 20 or more acres?  (all private forests are eligible for FSP but financial assistance is limited to forests ≥20 acres)

	Comments

	Participation in Related Programs

	Yes
	No
	

	|_|
	|_|
	Is this an update or modification of an earlier Forest Stewardship Plan?                            [www.michigan.gov/foreststewardship]

	|_|
	|_|
	Are you enrolling this parcel into the Qualified Forest Program (QF)?                                                       [www.michigan.gov/qfp]     

	|_|
	|_|
	Are you enrolling this parcel into the Commercial Forest Program (CF)?                            [www.michigan.gov/commercialforest] 

	|_|
	|_|
	Are you interested in applying to the NRCS for financial assistance to implement this plan?                         [www.nrcs.usda.gov] 

	|_|
	|_|
	Are you interested in the American Tree Farm System or other certification programs?                        [www.treefarmsystem.org]

	Comments

	Signatures of Landowner and Forest Stewardship Plan Writer

	A Forest Stewardship Plan describes my goals, forest resources, and recommendations to help me achieve my goals over the next 10 to 20 years.  Participation in the Forest Stewardship Program is voluntary and only indicates my intent to practice sustainable forest management.  I understand that enrolling my forest land into separate property tax programs like the Commercial Forest program or the Qualified Forest program requires my compliance with an approved forest management plan in exchange for the reduction in property taxes.

	Landowner's Signature
	Date

	Plan Writer's Signature
	Date

	Landowner’s Goals for their Forest

	Note: A landowner’s goals may evolve during the plan development process.  Please discuss your goals with your plan writer.

	Please state your overall purpose for wanting a Forest Stewardship Plan for this property.

	 Please check the box that indicates your level of interest for each of the potential forest management goals below.
	Common Forest Management Goals
	Not 
Applicable
	Not Important
	Somewhat Important
	Very Important
	            Comments

	Protect soil resources
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Protect water resources and riparian areas
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Protect or improve biological diversity
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Maintain or improve aesthetics
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Enjoy beauty or scenery
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Hunting  (indicate preferred game species)
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Recreation other than hunting
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Produce timber for commercial harvest
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Produce firewood                       
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Produce other non-timber forest products    
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	

	Plant trees or shrubs 
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Protect or improve wildlife habitat 
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Protect threatened or endangered species
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Forest health – insects, disease, invasive plants
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Protect archeological, cultural or historic features
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Protect unique natural features
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Protect wetlands
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Minimize risk of wildfire
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Manage carbon stocks to mitigate climate change
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Implement agroforestry practices
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Pass land to children or other heirs
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Enroll in assistance programs to implement plan
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Enroll in property tax reduction programs
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Enroll in forest certification programs
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	
	
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






	
Plan Preparation Cost  Information

	Plan Preparation Charges:  The total cost of the Forest Stewardship Plan is agreed upon between the Landowner and the Plan Writer.  This partial cost share made possible with United States Forest Service funding is not meant to be a large percentage of the total plan cost.  The DNR does not control total plan costs so a Landowner should compare prices and review sample plans from multiple Plan Writers prior to hiring their Plan Writer.  The DNR reports matching funds to the USFS so Landowners must report the amount they contribute to the total cost of the plan.  This form is not a contract between the Landowner and Plan Writer.

	Partial cost share paid to the Forest Stewardship Plan Writer 
[Formula for FY2015 is $200 per plan plus $0.50 per planned acre up to a maximum of $2,500.]
	$

	Portion of the Forest Stewardship Plan paid by the Landowner
[Landowner should expect to pay for a significant percentage of the total plan cost.]
	$

	Total Fees for Forest Stewardship Plan Preparation
	$

	I certify that these are the expected fees for this Forest Stewardship Plan.

	Landowner's Signature 
	Plan Writer's Signature

	Application Approval and Property Review 
(This section is completed by the Michigan DNR Service Forester before the plan is written.)

	This signature block certifies the land is eligible for developing a Forest Stewardship Plan.  

	DNR Service Forester's Signature
	Date

	Threatened & Endangered Species Database Results:




	Archaeology, Cultural, or Historic Sites Database Results:

	Comments

	Cost Share Payment Authorization 
(This section is completed by the Michigan DNR after the finished plan is submitted for review and approval.)

	This signature block authorizes payment to the Plan Writer after approval of a completed Forest Stewardship Plan.

	Service Forester's Signature to Authorize Payment
	Date

	Forest Stewardship Coordinator’s Signature to Authorize Payment
	Date

	Note:  Forest Stewardship Plans must be completed within a single federal fiscal year starting October 1 and ending September 30 of the following calendar year.  Plans must be submitted to the DNR prior to September 15 to allow for year-end reporting.  Payment will not be authorized if the Forest Stewardship Plan does not include all USFS required components or if the Plan Writer is not eligible for cost share payments.  

	Michigan’s Stewardship Ethic

	Stewardship is an ethic recognizing that the land and its natural inhabitants have an inherent worth and that we have a responsibility to consider the land as we protect, manage, utilize, and enjoy the forest.  Stewardship guides us to conduct our activities to the utmost of our abilities, to insure the future health, productivity, diversity, and well-being of the land, its natural communities and species, and to provide opportunities to our successors that are at least equal to ours to use and enjoy the land and its resources.

	DNR Contact Information and Regional Coverage

	
     DNR Service Foresters
     Western Upper Peninsula - Gary Willis, Baraga, 906-353-6651, willisg2@michigan.gov
     Eastern Upper Peninsula - Ernie Houghton, Escanaba, 906-786-2351, houghtone@michigan.gov
     Northern Lower Peninsula  - Mike Hanley, Haslett, 517-243-2028, hanleym@michigan.gov

     Forest Stewardship Coordinator 
     Southern Lower Peninsula - Mike Smalligan, Lansing, 517-284-5884, smalliganm@michigan.gov

     Forest Stewardship Program Website  -  www.michigan.gov/foreststewardship


	USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

	The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  The Michigan DNR provides equal opportunities for employment and access to Michigan's natural resources.  Both State and Federal laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, disability, age, sex, height, weight, or marital status under the U.S. Civil Rights Acts of 1964 as amended, 1976 MI PA 453, 1976 MI PA 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended.  If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire additional information, please write:  Human Resources, Michigan DNR, PO Box 30028, Lansing MI 48909-7528, or Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Cadillac Place, 3054 West Grand Blvd, Suite 3-600, Detroit, MI 48202, or Division of Federal Assistance, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop MBSP-4020, Arlington, VA 22203.  For information on this publication, contact the Michigan DNR, Forest Resources Division, PO Box 30452, Lansing, MI  48909.  This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  
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