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Good morning Commissioners. I’m Cody Norton, the large carnivore specialist for the Department, and I’m going to provide a quick update on proposed 2021-22 bear harvest allocations and license quotas.


2021-2022 Bear Quotas

« Bear Database

— Integrate new license system
» 2020 registrations missing Hunt Number

» Corrections reflected in NRC memo
« Simplify and improve data integration
— Minimize risk of errors
— Easier to verify data is incorporated correctly
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As you know, The Department migrated to a new license system prior to the 2020 bear hunting season. Due to the migration, several related data management and reporting systems had to be upgraded to integrate with the new license system, including our Bear Database. We recently discovered that there was an issue with Hunt Number not being associated with a relatively small number of license records in our Bear Database. This caused a slight discrepancy in the 2020 hunter success rates that we use to calculate harvest allocations and license quotas. Our Bear Database managers worked with our new license vendor to get corrected data, and the latest NRC memo contains the minor changes that were made to reflect the corrected hunter success rates. Our Bear Database managers will continue working with our new license vendor to simplify and improve data integration, which will minimize the risk of errors occurring and make it easier to verify that data from the license system has been incorporated into the Bear Database correctly in the future.


2021-22 Proposed UP Desired
Harvest and License Quota

« State allocation: 1,185 (+5 from 2019-20)
— Tribal allocation: 55 (same as 2019-20)

« State license Quota: 5,771 (-239 from 2019-20)

Bear Management 2021-22 License Change from
Unit Quota 2019-20

Amasa 500 +2%
Baraga 1545
Bergland 1050
Carney 550
Drummond 6

Gwinn

Newberry
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Here are our corrected proposed Upper Peninsula harvest allocations and license quotas for the 2021-2022 bear seasons. Upper Peninsula Wildlife Division staff made initial recommendations regarding harvest allocations, so we have kept proposed harvest allocations the same and updated license quotas to reflect the corrected hunter success rates. The harvest allocation for state-licensed hunters is 1,185, an increase of 5 bears from the last regulations cycle. Those additional 5 bears are proposed for the Carney Bear Management Unit. Our state license quota is 5,771 licenses, which is 239 less than the last regulations cycle. An additional 55 bears are allocated to the Tribes.

### UP WLD staff made recommendations about harvest allocations, so we kept harvest allocations the same and re-calculated license quotas.
### No change in desired harvest
### Decrease of 215 licenses (4%) UP-wide
### Amasa – 5, Baraga – 50, Bergland – 20, Carney – 25, Drummond – 0, Gwinn – 40, Newberry – 75

### No change in Tribal allocation


2021-22 Proposed NLP Desired
Harvest and License Quota

« State allocation: 509 (+109 from 2019-20)
— Tribal allocation: 72 (+8 from 2019-20)

« State license quota: 1,230 (+160 from 2019-20)

Bear 2021-22 License Change from
Management Unit Quota 2019-20

Baldwin 340 +31%
Gladwin 120 +9%
Red Oak 770 +10%
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Here are our corrected proposed northern Lower Peninsula harvest allocations and license quotas for the 2021-2022 bear seasons. Northern Lower Peninsula Wildlife Division staff made initial recommendations regarding license quotas, so we have kept proposed license quotas the same and updated harvest allocations to reflect the corrected hunter success rates. The allocated harvest for state-licensed hunters is 509, an increase of 109 bears from the last regulations cycle. The state license quota is 1,230 licenses, which is 160 more than the last regulations cycle. An additional 72 bears are allocated to the Tribes.

### Almost identical to initial proposal to Bear Forum in December that had majority support.
### No change in license quotas
### Increase of 29 bears (6%) NLP-wide
###### Baldwin – 8, Gladwin – 0, Red Oak – 21

### Increase of 4 bears allocated to Tribes
###### Baldwin – 1, Gladwin – 0, Red Oak - 3
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I want to thank Matt Pedigo for reaching out to me about this, and thank you Commissioners for your time. If you have any questions, I can try to answer them for you.
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