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07/13/09 - 07/26/09 
 
DISTRICT 1 
 
COs Dave Painter and Jason Wicklund responded to a report of an individual 
capturing wildlife.  The COs responded to find that a vehicle had killed a hen 
turkey and her 15 poults (chicks) were running around the highway.  The 
individual capturing the wildlife was retired CO John Crane and his wife Iris who 
had collected 8 poults before the COs arrived, in an attempt to save the birds 
from certain death.  The COs were able to round up all the poults and turned 
them over to a wildlife rehabilitator. 
 
CO Jason Wicklund and Sgt. Marc Pomroy served a three count warrant on an 
individual who shot an illegal deer last November.  A Florida resident obtained a 
resident license illegally through an acquaintance and brought the deer to a local 
processor where COs Wicklund and Kevin Postma discovered the license 
discrepancy.  With the help of an investigator from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission (FWC), an interview was conducted and a confession obtained.   
 
CO Jason Niemi received a complaint of an illegal camp on state land that had a 
litter issue and live trees were being cut.  He contacted the campers and in 
addition to the above issues, each of the three subjects where found to be in 
possession of marijuana.  Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Mark Leadman worked a complaint of waterskiing within a 100’ of docks on 
Pike Lake in Marquette County.  While on the lake he observed two subjects 
fishing.  When approached, one of the subjects quickly put his pole down and 
denied fishing.  After a couple of attempts to get a correct name from the subject, 
it was discovered that he had two warrants for his arrest.  The subject was 
ticketed for the fishing violation and lodged. 
 
CO Mike McDonnell contacted a subject fishing without a license on Deer Lake in 
Marquette County.  It was quickly determined that he had a warrant out for his 
arrest.  The subject was unable to post the required 10 percent of the $1,000 
bond amount and was subsequently arrested and lodged. 
 
CO Mark Leadman observed two subjects fishing on Big Shag Lake.  When they 
saw the officer, they disappeared around a bend in the lake for a minute then 
reappeared minus their motor.  When contacted it was discovered the boat was 
unregistered.  A ticket was issued for the violation. 
 
COs Elton Luce and Mark Leadman assisted the state police with a breaking and 
entering of a camp in which several thousand dollars in items were stolen.  



Utilizing ORVs, they were able to follow fresh tracks and develop additional 
subjects for follow up interviews. 
 
CO Jason Wicklund observed a large fire behind a residence in Iron River.  While 
investigating the fire, propane tanks and paint cans began to explode. The local 
fire department was called to extinguish the fire with enforcement action taken. 
 
CO Jason Wicklund and Sgt. Marc Pomroy conducted a patrol on Perch Lake in 
Iron County.  One subject was found to be in possession of an undersize 
northern pike.  Contact with another boat found the boat to be unregistered, 
without the proper amount of PFDs and also in possession of an undersize pike.  
Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Jason Wicklund and Sgt. Marc Pomroy responded to the complaint of 
“mudder” trucks tearing up a wetland area near Crystal Falls.  With the help of 
the Crystal Falls Police Department the responsible parties were located.  One 
truck was found broken down in the area that was damaged.  Enforcement action 
was taken. 
 
DISTRICT 2 
 
COs Kellie Nightlinger, Bob Madden, Mike Hammill and Sgt. David Rantanen 
assisted the Mackinac County Sheriff’s Department and the Michigan State 
Police on a motor vehicle accident over the weekend.  A pickup truck traveling at 
a high rate of speed hit multiple pedestrians walking alongside the road then fled 
the scene.  Officers searched for the subject through the night.  The subject was 
taken into custody early the next morning.   
 
CO Bob Madden was instrumental in locating several Lake Superior State 
University students who were lost in the Seney Wildlife Refuge.  The students 
became disoriented while conducting a research project.  
 
CO Mike Hammill responded to a complaint of nuisance bears in a yard.  The 
complainant was agitated that his neighbors were putting out corn to view deer 
because it was drawing bears near his cabin.  CO Hammill walked around the 
other side of the complainant’s cabin discovering multiple large bird feeders and 
bear droppings full of bird seed.  CO Hammill advised the complainant he should 
take his feeders inside if he doesn’t want bears on his property.   
 
CO John Wenzel and Sgt. Darryl Shann recovered two steel plates with spikes 
welded to them.  The plates were placed at a department gate with the intent of 
damaging department vehicles.  CO Wenzel is working with the Michigan State 
Police on the investigation. 
 
 
 



DISTRICT 3 
 
CO Eric Bottorff received a complaint of a camp on state land, on the Sturgeon 
River, that had been there over a month and was a mess with litter.  CO Bottorff 
contacted the person at the camp and found multiple state land violations. 
Enforcement action was taken and the subject ordered to clean up the litter and 
move on. 
 
COs Matt Theunick, Rich Stowe, Sgt. Greg Drogowski, CFS’s Craig Milkowski, 
Larry Desloover and Steve Huff attended the grand opening of the new Straits 
State Harbor in Mackinaw City.  Tours were given of the law enforcement patrol 
boats and many public contacts were made, discussing marine safety, fishery 
and wildlife issues. 
 
On the return trip to Rogers City from the marina event, CO Rich Stowe heard a 
distress call from a disabled boat on the marine radio on Lake Huron.  He 
radioed CFS Craig Milkowski, who was much closer to the disabled 19’ boat’s 
position. The boat was located in 7’ seas with five children and two adults on 
board.  The CFS’s were able to bring the children on board their vessel and tow 
the boat to the Rogers City marina, bringing the boaters to safety. 
 
CO Eric Bottorff and Sgt. Greg Drogowski attended and participated in the 
Pigeon River Advisory Council meeting.  Elk hunting, ORV and land use issues 
were discussed.  CO Bottorff gave a law enforcement update on the Pigeon 
River Country. 
 
CO Eric Bottorff followed up on a complaint where campers at the Pine Grove 
SFCG left a significant amount of litter and failed to pay their campground fee. 
CO Bottorff made contact with the subjects and enforcement action was taken. 
 
While patrolling the Pigeon River Country, CO Eric Bottorff observed an angler 
fishing in the Pigeon River on the Webb Road bridge.  CO Bottorff passed him, 
then parked and walked back to contact him.  At this time, the angler stated he 
had not been fishing and didn’t have a pole with him.  After a short search of the 
area, CO Bottorff found the fishing rod on the bottom of the river, where the 
subject had thrown it.  A ticket for fishing without a license was issued. 
 
CO Matt Theunick followed up on a complaint of an unregistered 27’ boat that 
had been docked at the Straits Harbor State marina for several days without 
paying the docking fee. The owner had been living in Michigan for over a year 
and had not bothered to register it yet.  Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Richard Stowe handled nuisance bear, badger and two beaver complaints in 
one week, in addition to an injured loon, which he caught, rehabilitated and 
released. 
 



CO Richard Stowe attended the Rogers City salmon fishing tournament kick-off, 
making many public contacts and answering numerous questions. 
 
CO Richard Stowe assisted MSP in searching a remote wooded area for an 
emotionally disturbed person who left a suicide note and mentioned “suicide by 
cop.”  The subject has not been found yet. 
 
CO Steve Speigl was the first on the scene of a horrific PI accident where one of 
the vehicles was teetering on the brink of rolling off an embankment furthering 
injuring the trapped occupants.  CO Speigl secured the vehicle by attaching a 
tow strap to the axle and assisted the injured until help arrived.  
 
CO Carl Vanderwall contacted two adults and one juvenile at Wycamp Lake, 
Emmet County.  The two adults were in an unregistered boat fishing without 
licenses and had no PFDs.  The juvenile was operating in a closed area with an 
unregistered ORV with no helmet.  Enforcement action was necessary.   
 
On Friday, CO Andrea Erratt and Sgt. Jim Gorno patrolled the Venetian Festival 
fireworks in Lake Charlevoix.  They checked an angler who decided to quit 
fishing and prop up his feet as they approached his boat.  He got out his wallet 
and said he had left his license at home.  When CO Erratt responded that she 
could run his fishing license on the radio, he admitted he did not have a fishing 
license.  Enforcement action was taken. 
 
On Saturday, COs Andrea Erratt and Steve Speigl patrolled the Venetian Festival 
fireworks in Round Lake.  They stopped and issued tickets to two unregistered 
boats.  One had expired in 2008 and the second was a two-year old, 50’, 
documented vessel that the owner had never registered.   
 
CO Joe Molnar attended the Avery Lake Association meeting this past week 
answering questions on legal and illegal marine activity.  He advised that a 
couple of boats were illegally moored near the dam on state land and they 
needed to be moved or tickets would be issued.  Also, of course CO Molnar 
answered plenty of ORV questions. 
 
CO Bill Webster observed a person fishing at the 9th Street dam and upon 
checking him found out he had not purchased his fishing license.  Running the 
angler through LEIN revealed two outstanding warrants.  CO Webster cited him 
for no fishing license and then escorted him to the county jail. 
 
CO Kelly Ross taught Big Game at the Recruit School and received accolades 
from the training staff and recruits.  CO Ross puts in many hours to assure that 
the Wildlife information he brings forth to the recruits will be pertinent and 
educational.  CO Ross likes to get the recruits involved with some hands-on 
training.  
 



Area 3 COs assisted CO Bill Webster with marine patrols on Lake Huron 
throughout the Alpena Brown Trout Festival.  Several contacts were made 
throughout the week, with few problems reported.  Officers also were vigilant for 
activity in the Thunder Bay Marine Sanctuary for dive activity. 
 
CO Kelly Ross received a complaint that a subject had witnessed his neighbor 
shoot two geese with a rifle along the shoreline of a local lake.  CO Ross 
contacted the subject, who admitted shooting the geese with a .22 rifle because 
of the “mess” they were leaving on his lawn.  The investigation is continuing. 
 
COs Nick Torsky and Mark Depew assisted District 5 officers with policing the Au 
Sable River Canoe Marathon marine event.  Large crowds gathered at bridges 
and state access sites along the river to watch the record-number of participants. 
 
CO Kelly Ross assisted District 5 officers with Operation A.R.R.E.S.T. on the Au 
Sable River in Mio.  CO Ross reports that the traffic seems to be comparable to 
past summers.  Several arrests were made and warnings given during the patrol. 
 
DISTRICT 4  
 
CO Angela Greenway responded to a complaint of anglers trespassing on private 
property near Sulak Landing in Lake County.  After she arrived she saw a group 
of persons fishing on the bank near the no trespassing sign and a cable the 
landowner had installed to block persons from his property.  CO Greenway 
walked in and informed the party that they were trespassing and gave them a 
warning for the violation.  CO Greenway then walked a short distance away and 
watched as one subject looked up and down the bank before once again walking 
past the cable to trespass.  The subject quickly ran back into the river after 
seeing that the officer was returning.  CO Greenway contacted the two-time 
offender and ticketed him for trespassing. 
 
CO Troy Mueller responded to an accident at the request of the Osceola County 
Sheriff's Department.  Two cars had been involved in an accident with a ten point 
buck.  The deer had multiple ear tags, including one which was a TB inspection 
tag.  The deer likely escaped from a pen deer facility.  The investigation 
continues. 
 
CO Troy Mueller came upon two subjects about to go fishing on an Osceola 
County lake.  One subject admitted that he did not have a fishing license but only 
intended to help his novice fisherman friend rig his pole.  CO Mueller gave the 
man directions to a nearby license dealer.  The subject assured him he had no 
intention of fishing.  CO Mueller left the parking area and drove off.  He went to 
nearby woods and walked to the shoreline where he observed the unlicensed 
subject fishing.  Enforcement action was taken. 
 



CO Jeff Ginn and Sgt. Scott Wilk were on boat patrol on the Muskegon River in 
Newaygo County.  They came upon two subjects whose rubber raft had been 
punctured and sunk.  The male subject was extremely intoxicated.  The female 
subject was very cold and unhappy with her companion.  The officers were able 
to load both subjects and all their gear into the patrol boat and transport them to 
the access site where they were to pull out.  After making sure the male subject 
was not driving the two subjects were turned over to friends. 
 
CO Carla Soper was able to close out an open warrant for a subject who was 
spearing salmon in a local creek and had fled from the officer.  The subject was 
picked up on a warrant and had his day in court.  The Judge ordered him to pay 
$1,200 in restitution, and was charged with four fishing violations.  His fishing 
privileges were also revoked until 2012.  
 
CO Carla Soper responded to a RAP complaint where a worker at a restaurant 
had shot and killed a gull.  The subject admitted to shooting the gull, but claimed 
that it was an accident.  He was aiming for a crow that had been tearing apart his 
garbage, but hit the gull instead.  He was also shooting within a safety zone 
without permission.  Enforcement action was taken.  
 
CO Carla Soper responded to a complaint of litter on state land.  CO Soper was 
able to locate numerous items in the garbage identifying the owners.  CO Soper 
located the subjects and enforcement action was taken.  
 
CO Sean Kehoe received an anonymous complaint in Grand Traverse County 
regarding a subject who had a fawn.  Contact was made with the subject and 
seized a fawn (wearing a collar) from the subject.  While speaking to the subject, 
a goat owned by the subject attempted to chew on the officer’s pants, boat, and 
even jumped into the cab of the officer’s truck.  The subject was ticketed for 
possession of the fawn. 
 
CO Sean Kehoe ticketed a subject in Grand Traverse County for possession of a 
turkey vulture.  The subject had attempted to rehabilitate the vulture; he had 
picked up the injured bird along the road in October of 2008.  When the bird 
became increasingly sick, he called a rehabilitator.  The bird was taken to the 
rehabilitator where it was euthanized.  
 
COs Sam Koscinski and Jair Kollasch were on marine patrol on the Manistee 
River in Wexford County and made contact with a group of 11 canoers.  Several 
of the canoes did not have personal floatation devices.  Enforcement action was 
taken.  The officers contacted a second group of canoes who also did not have 
the proper number of personal floatation devices.  One of the subjects in the 
second group gave the officers a false name, and unable to properly identify the 
subject, the subject was arrested and transported to the Wexford County jail by a 
Sheriff’s Deputy.  At the jail the subject was identified by his fingerprints, the 
subject was a parole absconder and had been on the run for almost five years.  



The subject had removed the tether that he was wearing.  The subject had five 
outstanding warrants (three of which were felony warrants). 
 
CO Mike Borkovich assisted with a marine rescue on Cedar Lake in Leelanau 
County.  A small boat had capsized and the subject who was not wearing a life 
jacket was holding on to the boat.  The exhausted 60-year-old man was rescued 
after being in the cold water for over 20 minutes.  It is believed that the man had 
attempted to untangle a fishing line that had become hooked to the boat.  The 
boat was towed to shore and when the officers righted the boat, the fishing pole 
and line were still hooked to the boat, and on the end of the fishing line a rock 
bass was found. 
 
CO Mike Borkovich observed a subject throw a can out of a moving vehicle in 
Leelanau County.  When the driver of the vehicle was contacted the driver stated 
that it was pop can, but when the officer located the can it was a beer can.  
Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Mike Borkovich observed a second subject throw some items out of a moving 
vehicle.  When the driver of the second vehicle was contacted he stated that the 
items were soiled baby diapers that were stinking up the car so he threw them 
out of the car.  Again, enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Mike Borkovich assisted the Leelanau County Sheriff’s Department with an 
MIP party.  One of the juveniles was transported to the local hospital with alcohol 
poisoning.  
 
CO Troy VanGelderen responded to a Newaygo County complaint of deer 
poaching.  The complainant saw two subjects walking out of a field with rifles and 
the hind quarters of a deer.  He was able to get a license number of the subject's 
truck.  The investigation revealed that the two subjects had shot a deer under the 
guise of having crop damage kill permits.  There were several violations.  The 
deer was not taken in the correct township or section.  The shooter was not 
designated as such under the permit.  The entire animal was not retrieved or 
tagged and the deer was a buck.  Warrants are being sought. 
 
CO Jeff Ginn responded to a Newaygo County complaint where a subject was 
burning 30 vehicle tires as well as a number of fiberglass pickup truck caps.  The 
man had been advised by the local township to clean up his property.  
Enforcement action was taken for illegal disposal of solid waste. 
 
CO Angela Greenway was working a joint ORV patrol with the Lake County 
Sheriff's office personnel when she observed two persons operating ORVs down 
a roadway without helmets.  The officers stopped the ORV operators and 
discovered that one of them had a suspended driver's license.  The subject was 
lodged in the Lake County jail.  Approximately two hours later she observed the 
same operator at the Carrieville gas station fueling her ORV.  She contacted the 



subject and warned her that she would be lodged a second time if she drove the 
ORV away from the business.  Arrangements were made to have another person 
walk over from the campground to retrieve the ORV. 
 
CO Angela Greenway was patrolling the wide waters area in Lake County when 
she encountered two persons standing around a campfire that was set the prior 
evening by juvenile party goers.  The area was littered with empty beer cans and 
there were several ORV trail signs strewn about.  It was also evident that the fire 
had been at least partially fueled by ORV trail sign posts.  The persons standing 
at the campfire were ticketed for the damage to state property. 
 
CO Steve Converse received a complaint from a Manistee County resident 
reference a shot that was heard followed by what was believed to be a turkey 
flopping on the ground.  CO Converse responded to the location and walked into 
where the shot was heard along a concealed route.  He watched as an eight-
year-old girl picked up a freshly killed hen turkey and walked over to two males 
who quickly cut off the wings and head of the bird and hung it up.  As they were 
butchering the bird, CO Converse heard one of the subjects admit to doing the 
shooting.  CO Converse called for a nearby MSP trooper to drive up the driveway 
of the residence just prior to identifying himself.  The poachers saw the police 
cruiser and began falling over themselves in an attempt to escape to the woods.  
They gave themselves up when they saw the Conservation Officer come from 
out of the tree line.  Further investigation resulted in the recovery of a small 
amount of marijuana from the suspect's residence.  The turkey and marijuana 
was confiscated as evidence and a ticket was issued to the person who shot the 
bird. 
 
CO Steve Converse and Sgt. Michelle Wiegand were patrolling the Manistee 
River in Manistee County when they encountered two persons fishing from a 
canoe.  While speaking with the two anglers, it was discovered that there were 
10 undersized rainbow and brown trouts concealed in a console area in the 
canoe.  The fish were seized and a ticket was issued to the person responsible 
for the illegal fish.  The officers continued their patrol of the river and ticketed six 
persons operating watercraft without providing adequate personal flotation 
devices. 
 
COs Steve Converse, Jair Kollasch and Sgt. Michelle Wiegand were patrolling 
the Manistee River in Wexford County when they contacted a subject who 
admitted to tossing a beer can along a trail.  The subject accompanied the 
officers to his vehicle where it was discovered that the subject had left several 
more beer cans scattered on the ground.  It was also discovered that the vehicle 
was unregistered and was uninsured.  A ticket was issued for littering and the 
vehicle was towed out of the access area.   
 
DISTRICT 5  
 



Conservation Officers from Districts 3 and 5, along with Officers from the US 
Forest Service, Oscoda County Sheriff Deputies and Marine Patrol, and a State 
Police Trooper conducted a group patrol on the Au Sable River to address 
marine safety violations, minors with alcohol and public disturbance problems 
associated with the large volume of canoers.  The four-hour patrol resulted in 16 
arrests for marine violations, litter, minors in possession of alcohol, public nudity, 
and disorderly persons. 
 
CO Mike Hearn responded to a complaint of a vehicle stuck in a mud pit on state 
land.  When CO Hearn arrived on scene, the vehicle had been abandoned and a 
check on the vehicle indicated it had been reported stolen that morning. 
 
CO William Cherry responded to a complaint of a person riding a PWC through a 
flock of geese.  CO Cherry tracked down the PWC and determined that two 
juveniles had been operating the PWC at the time of the incident.  CO Cherry 
contacted the parents of the juveniles. 
 
CO Mike Hearn responded to a complaint of illegal wood cutting.  The 
complainant could hear the chain saw followed by the tree crashing to the 
ground.  CO Hearn located the subjects who were found to be taking standing 
timber and cutting without a permit. 
 
CO Bobbi Lively contacted several subjects fishing in a remote area along a river 
bank after dark.  During the contact, CO Lively could smell marijuana and 
questioned the subjects.  One of the subjects finally admitted to having marijuana 
in his possession and having smoked some recently.  Enforcement action was 
taken. 
 
COs Rebecca Hopkins and Tami Pullen observed a vehicle parked on U.S. 
Forest Service property.  While checking the area, the officers made contact with 
three individuals who were actively trapping raccoon.  The subjects had one 
raccoon they retrieved from a trap and several untagged traps in their 
possession.  The subjects were using leg hold traps near a small flooding.  One 
of the traps they had in their possession belonged to another trapper.  Follow-up 
investigation is being conducted to determine whether or not the trap had been 
stolen.  The three subjects had also forgotten to purchase a fur harvester license. 
 
While working the annual canoe marathon, CO Rebecca Hopkins had to escort 
two racers off the water.  The 15- and 16-year-old racers were fatigued and could 
not continue the race. 
 
CO Tami Pullen worked with the railroad and local police agencies with a focus 
on trespass issues.  The patrol resulted in 10 tickets being written for railroad 
trespass and recreational trespass.   
 



COs Tami Pullen and Rebecca Hopkins worked an area for illegal ORV activity 
and received a call from a complainant about several ORVs.  As CO Pullen was 
on the telephone with the complainant, the officers observed the suspect ORVs 
operating down a two-track coming right toward their vehicle.  One of the 
subjects saw the patrol vehicle and, in an attempt to spin around and get away, 
he rolled his three wheeler onto its side.  The other operator saw his friend spin 
around and decided to try the same thing but ended up getting his machine 
stuck.  Contact was made with both operators and it was determined that neither 
machine had an ORV decal and one of the operators had a suspended license. 
 
CO Jason McCullough reports that a subject in the illegal killing of three deer with 
a small caliber rifle last December after season finally turned himself in.  The 
court ruled that the subject pay restitution for two of the deer, lose hunting 
privileges for four years. The subject was also sentenced to five days in jail. 
 
COs Brian Olsen and Steve Lockwood observed a vehicle parked at Hoister 
Lake Beach.  The officers also observed a small flashlight out on a point near the 
water.  The COs walked the footpath out to an area close to the subjects and 
could hear the subjects talking and casting with top water lures.  The officers also 
heard the subjects land several fish.  When contact was made with the anglers, 
one of them asked how long bass had to be and when he was told 14 inches, the 
angler stated he needed to throw some of his bass back because he had been 
told the limit was 12 inches.  The subjects had six undersized largemouth bass in 
their bucket. 

 
DISTRICT 6  
 
While on marine patrol, CO Vicki Goss observed a vessel that was just barely 
afloat.  Upon further investigation CO Goss found that the boaters had over the 
capacity limit on the vessel.  There were 14 occupants on the boat and it was 
rated for no more then 9, causing the boat to be very tipsy.  CO Goss noticed the 
water was almost coming into the boat and was very close to capsizing.  There 
were also occupants diving off the boat, sitting on the gunwales, and standing on 
the open portion of the deck (bow) while the boat was underway.  In addition they 
only had 8 flotation devices for the 14 people on board.  Tickets were issued. 
 
CO Jeremy Payne received a complaint of an ORV operating on the rail trail 
between Coleman and Farwell.  After conducting interviews in the area and 
following the ORV tracks for three miles, CO Payne was able to locate the 
operator.  The youth was ten miles from his residence and was trespassing.  CO 
Payne transported the youth home and made contact with his parents where 
enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Daniel Lee was checking an angler at a dam in Saginaw County.  An angler 
on the opposite side of the river politely waved to the CO as he made his checks.  
The angler then packed up and left.  Shortly afterwards, and about two miles 



away, CO Lee observed the same man fishing.  When CO Lee made contact, the 
angler quickly asked when fishing licenses expired.  CO Lee took the man's 2008 
fishing license and showed him where the expiration date of March 31, 2009 is 
printed.  Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Jay Person was called to a local State Forest Campground reference a tree 
that had begun to fall during a storm and was held up by a dead branch from 
another tree.  A camper trailer was in jeopardy if the tree was to fall.  While CO 
Person was attempting to contact the owners of the trailer, the dead branch gave 
way and the tree fell on the trailer.  The air conditioning housing was damaged 
and a branch pierced the roof of the trailer.  The local fire department cut up the 
tree and removed a hazardous snag to open the road.  A standing ovation was 
given by all the campers when all departments cleared the scene. 
 
While on an ORV patrol on state land, CO Nick Atkin located a subject operating 
an ORV in possession of open intoxicants, failing to wear a helmet and eye 
protection, operating in a closed area, and no ORV sticker.  Enforcement action 
was taken. 
 
CO Ken Lowell was working a nighttime marine patrol on a state land lake when 
he located a group in a boat netting turtles along the shoreline.  The boat was not 
registered, they had no life jackets, and they had no navigation lights on the boat.  
Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Ken Lowell was working marine patrol on Big Whitefish Lake when he came 
upon a boat along shore with two anglers.  Upon checking the anglers it was 
discovered that they were in a bass contest with their buddies.  A check of the 
live well found two bass one of which was only 13 inches long.  CO Lowell 
explained to the anglers that bass had to be 14 inches and enforcement action 
was taken. 
 
DISTRICT 7 

 
COs Patrick McManus and Jeff Rabbers conducted a marine patrol at the 
Saugatuck Venetian Festival on the Kalamazoo River.  During the patrol they 
assisted the Allegan County Sheriff’s Department Marine Division with a boat 
OWI arrest and with the investigation of a boat crash where a passenger was 
ejected overboard upon impact. 
 
CO Patrick McManus was checking fishing licenses along Lake Macatawa in 
Holland when he returned to his vehicle to verify a fishing license purchase.  The 
angler left the scene in a small boat attempting to evade CO McManus as he 
returned to the shoreline.  After patiently following the subject along the 
shoreline, CO McManus ordered the angler to shore using his vehicles PA 
system in order to make contact and take enforcement action for fishing without a 
license. 



 
CO Jeff Rabbers conducted an investigation based on a complaint of a subject in 
possession of live deer without a permit.  His investigation and interview of the 
owner lead to the discovery of three captive whitetail deer, that had been captive 
for a period of up to seven years.  The investigation and resolution of this incident 
is ongoing. 
 
COs Gerard Goulette and Steve Orange responded to a safety zone complaint 
and possible deer poaching.  The investigation revealed that a farmer who was 
experiencing severe crop damage had filled his permits and continued to shoot at 
deer in his field with no attempt to retrieve.  The COs were able to locate several 
of these deer and will be charging the farmer with the permit violations. 
 
CO Chris Simpson investigated a RAP complaint concerning a deer that was 
poached at night.  CO Simpson was able to obtain a search warrant for one of 
the subject's residences.  CO Greg Patten and Sgt. Dave Shaw met with CO 
Simpson to assist with the investigation.  While the two officers executed the 
search warrant, Sgt. Shaw located the subject’s vehicle and interviewed two 
other subjects.  The search warrant produced the heads of two bucks with antlers 
in velvet.  The four subjects involved admitted to shooting one of the bucks at 
night using a spotlight and a .22 caliber rifle.  All evidence was seized with 
warrants being requested for the deer poaching violation.  
 
While checking anglers along the St. Joe pier, CO Mike McGee seized over 300 
rusty crayfish illegally possessed and being used as bait. 
 
CO Steve Mooney observed four subjects fishing a creek along a railroad track 
near Hartford in violation of the railroad trespass act.   The subjects fled on foot 
upon seeing CO Mooney.  CO Mooney pursued on foot and was able to catch 
three of the four subjects.  None of the subjects had a fishing license.  
 
DISTRICT 8 
 
CO Rick Villerot assisted with an investigation of a drowning on Devils Lake.  
Two subjects fell off a pontoon boat and tried to swim to shore.  One subject was 
rescued and a helicopter was called in to help search for the second subject.  
The helicopter crew could see the second subject through the water at the 
bottom of the lake.  The Lenawee County Sheriff’s Department dive team was 
able to recover the body of the drowning victim.  Alcohol was a factor in the 
accident. 
 
CO Rich Nickols was the first on the scene of a personal injury motorcycle 
accident.  CO Nickols’ investigation showed that a deer ran into the side of a 
motorcycle as it was traveling on the road.  The collision broke the motorcycle 
operator’s leg.  CO Nickols rendered first aid until the emergency medical 
personnel arrived. 



 
CO Peter Purdy has been working numerous complaints of motorized vehicles 
driving on the Lakeland bicycle trail.  Motorists are trying to avoid a long detour 
on M-36 by illegally operating their vehicles on the non-motorized trail.  The 
investigation continues. 
 
When CO Rich Nickols attempted to contact three subjects who were fishing, two 
of them fled on foot.  After an extensive search which involved the Michigan 
State Police K-9 team, the two subjects were apprehended.  Enforcement action 
was taken. 
 
CO Damon Owens investigated a complaint involving possible angler 
harassment and careless operation of a vessel.  CO Owens’ investigation led him 
to the subjects where an interview was held.  Enforcement action was taken.  
 
 
DISTRICT 9  
 
While on a marine patrol on Mott Lake, CO Linda Scheidler and Sgt. Tom 
Wanless contacted several boaters and anglers.  Numerous warnings were 
giving for various violations.  Tickets were issued for life jacket, slow no-wake 
and fishing violations.  While checking anglers along shore, the COs stopped two 
dirt bikes illegally operating on Genesee County park property.  There were 
multiple violations by the operators which included driving while suspended, 
recreational trespass, and no ORV decals.  Enforcement action was taken. 
 
CO Mark Ennett and Intern Chip Kosloski spent the weekend at the Lake Erie 
Metropark Boat Ramp with the Wear It Campaign.  Despite the rather cool 
weather for July, they were able to get nearly 150 pledge cards signed.  Recent 
boating accidents and some fatalities have seemed to increase the average 
boater’s awareness level this year.   
 
CO Kris Kiel was on marine patrol when he contacted a boater in a 38’ Chris 
Craft that did not have a registration displayed.  When CO Kiel first made 
contact, the owner stated “I’m documented.”  CO Kiel advised that he was still 
required to register the vessel.  After the ticket was issued the owner said he was 
trying to save the $244 for the registration fee.  He had been saving it for the last 
six years. 
 
CO Todd Szyska responded to a complaint of an abandoned boat at the Harley 
Ensign access site.  The boat was left in the water tied to a dock for more than 
five days.  The keys were left in it and the engine compartment was torn up.  
Marine salvage was called and the boat was towed away.  The address of the 
registered owner was checked and was found to be posted as foreclosed. 
 



CO Brandon Kieft assisted the Holly Recreation Area staff with a search for a 
missing nine-year-old autistic child.  The child was located in the hiking trail 
section of the recreation area and safely returned to his parents.   
   
CO Ben Shively issued one ticket for ORV trespass at South Hill Sand & Gravel.  
The subject was trespassing and allowing his two children to operate 
unsupervised in the gravel pit. 
 
COs Linda Scheidler and Mark Papineau, along with assistance from WRPS, 
conducted an undercover operation on an unlicensed taxidermist in Genesee 
County.  A detective from WRPS dropped a specimen off to be mounted.  A short 
time later, the COs contacted the subject who admitted he did not have a state 
taxidermist license.  The subject had several specimens he was working on for 
pay including federally protected animals.  Enforcement action was taken.  
 


