
 

 

The Central Lake Michigan Management Unit (CLMMU) encompasses all of the waters that 

make up the watersheds that drain into the central portion of Lake Michigan.  Our work area 

includes all or portions of the following counties; Emmet, Charlevoix, Antrim, Otsego, Craw-

ford, Kalkaska, Grand Traverse, Benzie,  Leelanau, Manistee, Wexford, Missaukee, Roscommon, 

Clare, Osceola, Lake, Mason, Oceana, Newaygo, Mecosta, Montcalm, Kent, and Muskegon.  Fish-

eries staff working in this unit include a Management Biologist who works out of the Traverse 

City Customer Service Center, a Management Biologist and Unit Manager who work out of the 

Cadillac Customer Service Center, a Technician Supervisor, three Fisheries Technicians, a Fish-

eries Assistant Lead Worker, and two Summer Workers who work out of the Harrietta Field 

Office, and six Fisheries Assistants (creel clerks) who work out of various ports. 
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Staff: 

Scott Heintzelman  
Unit Manager 

 

Sandy Matzke 
Secretary 
 

Mark Tonello 
Fisheries Management Biologist 
 

Heather Hettinger  
Fisheries Management Biologist 
 

Joe Mickevich 
Technician Supervisor 
 

Eric Askam  
Fisheries Technician 
 

Bob Kerry  
Fisheries Technician 
 

Olen Gannon 
Fisheries Technician 
 

Mark Vaas  
Fisheries Assistant Lead Worker 
 

Mackenzie Bennett  
Fisheries Assistant (Ludington/
Manistee) 
 

Kendra Kozlauskos  

Fisheries Assistant (Petoskey/
Charlevoix) 
 

Gene Duncil 
Fisheries Assistant (Frankfort/
Onekama) 
 

Jameson Farinosi 
Fisheries Assistant (Pentwater/
Whitehall) 
 

Nick Steimel  
Fisheries Assistant (Platte Bay/
Leland) 
 

Zach Smith  
Fisheries Assistant (Grand Traverse 
Bays) 
 

Cheyanne Schlafley 
State Worker 
 

Cassidy Fritts 
State Worker 

 

For the summer months of 2017, CLM-

MU was able to hire two state worker 

positions to help the field crew and biol-

ogists with various duties throughout 

the management unit. Cheyanne 

Schlafley and Cassidy Fritts were able to 

spend the summer helping with walleye 

pond work, facility maintenance, lake 

netting surveys, stream and small creek 

electrofishing surveys, and egg takes at 

various weir locations.  Cheyanne is a Senior at Ferris State University, while Cassidy is a 

Freshman at Lake Superior State University. Having these two ambitious girls working 

with us for the summer was invaluable to our crew!  

StateWorkers 
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 Boardman Weir Salmon Harvest 
During the 2017 season the Boardman Harvest 

Weir was in place from September 1st through 

October 24th, and seven harvests were con-

ducted. During this time frame a total of 80 

steelhead and 9 brown trout were passed up-

stream, while 1,902 Chinook salmon and 

10,418 coho salmon were harvested for a total 

salmon harvest of 12,320 fish.  We also saw an 

Atlantic salmon come through the weir this 

year; a species of fish we have not seen at the 

Boardman Weir in past years! 

 

Little Manistee Steelhead Egg Take 
For the spring 2017 steelhead egg take, the 

grates were lowered on the weir on March 7th 

and removed on April 19th. We performed our 

egg take opera!ons over four days; April 12th, 

13th, 18
th

, and 19th. During these four days 

we saw a total run size of 2,829 steelhead 

come through the Li)le Manistee Weir facili-

!es; this was enough fish to provide us with a 

total of 4,226,794 eggs. 
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For the fall 2017 Chinook egg collec!on season, the grates were lowered 

on August 15th and removed on October 18th. The total captured run of 

chinook salmon was 1,768. Egg take opera!ons took place on October 3rd, 

10
th

, 11
th

 and 18th at the Li)le Manistee Weir this year for a total of  

3,289,711 eggs collected. We passed a total of 487 steelhead, 3,606 coho salm-

on, and 44 brown trout upstream into the Li)le Manistee River to spawn.  An 

engineering firm has been hired for the Capital Outlay Project upgrades  at the 

Li)le Manistee Weir this year. Design and cost analysis has been  completed 

with funding approved by the legislature.  We look forward to  construc!on star!ng late in 2018 and con!nuing 

through 2019.  

 

Little Manistee Salmon Egg Take/Harvest 

Weir Operations  
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Rich O’Neal, long time Senior Fisheries Biologist 

in CLMMU has hung-up the waders.  Rich retired 

from his post at the Muskegon State Game Area 

in March 2017.  For over three decades with 

MDNR Fisheries Division he worked to protect 

aquatic resources and manage Michigan fisheries. 

During his career Rich managed lakes and 

streams in some of the 

most valuable and heavily 

used watersheds in the 

state.  His dedication and 

leadership had significant 

impact on improving fisheries and protecting habitat in 

the Muskegon River watershed, the White River water-

shed and the Pentwater River watershed. This im-

portant work includes surveying fish populations, pro-

tecting resources, leading restoration projects, conduct-

ing research and making management recommenda-

tions. Rich did all of this work with a high degree of pro-

fessionalism and knowledge, with a sharp eye toward detail.  Whether you’re 

pursuing trout, muskellunge, walleye, or bluegill there’s a good chance Rich 

O’Neal played a part in that fishery.   

 

We wish Rich all the best 

in retirement, and good 

fishing!  

Staff Retirements 



 

 

 

 

   Field Crew 
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Meet the Fisheries Technicians and Lead Worker! 

Bob 

My name is Bob Kerry, and I am a Fisheries Technician for 

DNR Fisheries Division.  During my career I have worked 

for research, hatchery and field sections within Fish Divi-

sion. For the past twelve years I have worked in CLMMU 

out of the Harrietta Field Station.  I earned my  Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Management from 

Michigan State University.  I live in Interlochen with my wife 

Theresa and our two children Caitlin(13) and Logan(16). 

When I am not busy working I enjoy going camping, canoe-

ing, biking, hiking, snowmobiling, fishing, hunting or anything 

outdoors with family and friends.   

Olen  

My name is Olen Gannon and I have had a desire to work in fisheries 

since I was a young lad.  I grew up in Southern Michigan in the small town 

of Concord.  Many of my childhood days were spent outdoors fishing, 

playing in the woods, marsh, or on my grandparents’ farm.  After graduat-

ing high school, I attended Lake Superior State University earning a Bach-

elor’s Degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Management.   

My career with the DNR began as short-term worker with Parks and 

Rec. Division out of the Jackson Waterways Office in 1995.  The sum-

mers of 1996-1998 were spent as a short-term worker with Fisheries 

Division at the Jackson Fisheries Station.  In 1999 I was hired as a limited-

term technician at Harrietta and was transferred to Waterford in 2000 in 

a permanent capacity.  From Waterford I transferred to Plainwell in 2001 

and worked there until 2014, when I returned to Harrietta.  The best part about the job is that there is always 

something new to see and experience. 

I am blessed to be able to share my life with my wife, Leah, and our five kids.  It makes getting on the water and 

in the woods a little more challenging, but well worth it.  Hunting, fishing and sports are hobbies that I enjoy.  

For me the most rewarding thing I get to do is to serve others, either with my job or on my time.  Over the 

years I have been able to serve on three mission trips to Haiti, two to Peru, one to Mexico and one to the Do-

minican Republic.  God has given me so much that I believe it is my responsibility to give back.  I hope you get 

out and enjoy our beautiful state and all it has to offer. 

 

 



 

 

Field Crew (Con’t.) P A G E  5  I S S U E  6     

Eric 

Hello my name is Eric Askam.  I’m a Fisheries 

Technician for the Harrietta Field Station.  I’m 

originally from Muskegon and attended Lake 

Superior State University, where I received a 

bachelor’s degree in Fisheries and Wildlife man-

agement. I started my career as a creel clerk in 

the ports of Muskegon and Grand Haven spend-

ing 2 seasons there. I then landed a technician 

job in Waterford, Michigan.  After spending al-

most 8 years there I was able to transfer north 

in 2001.  I’ve been at Harrietta ever since.  I 

truly believe we’ve got the best job in the world.  We spend most of our time outdoors from March 

to December.    

I spend my free time chasing small game, turkeys and deer.  I love to fish for most anything but defi-

antly have a penchant for panfish big or small.  I reside in Harrietta with my lovely wife, 3 horses, Chi-

huahua, and rabbit.                           

Joe 

My name is Joe Mickevich, I am a Fisheries Technician Supervisor in 

the Central Lake Michigan Management Unit of Fisheries Division.  

I grew up as the fourth generation on a family farm in Mason 

County, where I still call home and my wife of 24 years and I raise 

our two children.  The farm life and relatives close by, instilled in 

me an appreciation of family and a passion for the great outdoors.   

I attended Lake Superior State University where I obtained a Bach-

elor’s of Science degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Management in 

1996.  I started out my 20 years with Fisheries in 1998 as a Hatch-

ery Technician for 17 years before becoming a Tech Supervisor in 

2015 out of the Harrietta Field Office.  

When not at work, I enjoy spending my time with family and 

friends at my 40 acre campground, hunting, fishing or working 

around the farm.  I feel very fortunate to have a career that so closely mimics my hobbies and gives me the 

feeling of contributing back to the natural resources I truly love. 
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    Field Staff (Con’t.) 
Mark Vaas 
My name is Mark Vaas.  I grew up in the small town 
of Stronach, Michigan on the Little Manistee River.  I 
grew up with the ideals that no project is too big, 
just shut up and get after it, and finally- family first. I 
still maintain those values today, especially when it 
comes to my job and my work family here at Harri-
etta. Windmill cookies and ground bologna from my 

work family, I am truly not worthy. 

 
When I was little and asked what I was going to do 
when I grew up, I would always say “play with fish”. 
This was almost always met with laughter but whose 
laughing now- I work with fish almost every day! I am 
the lead worker for the State of Michigan State Wide 
Angler Survey Program (SASP), which deals with compiling recreational angler creel information 
from Great Lakes ports and lakes & streams all over the state. In fact, I actually started my career 
with Fish Division as a creel clerk for the ports of Manistee and Ludington. After 12 seasons I be-
came the lead worker, and now I oversee six clerks here in the CLMMU, as well as the Western 

Upper Peninsula clerks and the remainder of the clerks in the Northern Lower Peninsula.   

 
Work hard and get out what you put in. My creel clerks are like children to me in a way; I praise 
them, scold them, and get very attached to them. I tell them all I will do anything to help get them 
where they want to go in their career and will call them a naughty name when they leave me. It’s 
like a child going to college- you are proud of them, but it hurts a little when they move on. Work-

ing in the SASP program has been hugely rewarding for me. 

 
I spend as much time playing with fish as I can- my vacations consist of trips with my brother to 
meet up with friends and fish splake in Cooper Harbor, catch cisco in Charlevoix,  and for almost 
fifteen years a fishing trip to Canada with our father who recently passed away. I still live in Manis-
tee County with my wife Stephanie and kids Adam and Avery. 
We can usually be found riding around in an old firetruck catch-
ing bullhead or bluegills, cutting firewood with good friends, or 
roaming the 
riverbanks at my fa-
ther’s property on 

the Little Manistee.  



 

 

We are fortunate to have many volunteers who help us out each year during the course of 

our field season, here are highlights from a few who stood out! 
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Katie Beda (L), niece of DNR Re-
gional Planner Annamarie Bauer, 
helped us out on our Pickerel Lake 

netting survey! 
 
Dustin Houghtalin (R) volunteered 
many hours assisting us on various 
projects at the Little Manistee 

Weir as well as lake surveys! 

Many thanks to our field crew volunteer extraordinaire from 2017, Carter Fosmore!  Carter spent many days 

volunteering with us in 2017 (and in past years as well).  He helped spawn steelhead and salmon at the Little Man-

istee Weir, helped with stream and inland lake surveys, and even did lots of mowing and painting!  His passion for 

fish and fishing amazes even us.  Carter is a senior at Cadillac High School, where he plays both goalie and defense 

for the varsity hockey team.  This past year he made it possible for Cadillac High School to participate in the 

Salmon in the Classroom program.  He did all the fundraising for the necessary equipment.  Carter is planning to 

go to Lake Superior State University next fall to study Fisheries &Wildlife Management. 

Kevin Perry has been the main interpreter for the Boardman Weir since we 

started the interpreter program here in  2013.  Kevin’s love for fishing and 

teaching shine through in this position– thousands of people visit the Board-

man Weir each fall, and Kevin spends many work days and many additional 

volunteer days at this facility making sure everyone who stops at the weir has 

the best learning experience possible!  Kevin is also a professional taxider-

mist, licensed since 1985 at both the State and Federal Level. He is the for-

mer President of the Michigan Taxidermist Association. Along with being a 

state level taxidermy judge, he is also a Hunting and Fishing Advocate with the 

Cadillac Area Visitors Bureau. Kevin joined the Carl T.  Johnson Center Staff 

in 2012.– clearly Kevin loves the outdoors!  Many thanks to Kevin and his 

wife Tammy, who also comes and volunteers handling fish on harvest days!  



 

 

During the spring, summer, and early fall of 2017the CLMMU staff completed 38 different surveys. These surveys 

included spring and fall Serns Index surveys, stream and river electrofishing surveys, and combination netting and 

electrofishing lake surveys. Many of our surveys this year included multiple efforts throughout the year on the 

same waterbody. A total of 14 different lakes and 15 different streams were surveyed . Those waterbodies in-

clude;  

Lake, River, and Stream Surveys 

Bass Lake 

Bear Creek 

Bear Lake 

Birch Lake 

Boardman River (3 sites) 

Bigelow Creek 

Big Sable River (2 sites) 

Big South Br. Pere Marquette 

Boyne River 

Cedar Hedge Lake 

Clam Lake 

Houghton Lake 

Hersey River  

Jordan River  

Kimball Lake 

Lake Dubonnet 

Lake George 

 

Lake Sapphire 

Lake Missaukee 

Little Cannon Creek 

Long Lake 

Maple Creek 

Mason Creek 

Manistee River 

Muskegon River (2 sites) 

Pickerel Lake 

Pine River 

Rapid River (2 sites) 

Rose Lake 
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Special Projects 

• Assisted Oden Hatchery with egg collection from brown trout broodstock. And clipping.  

• Assisted Platte Hatchery with Atlantic salmon clipping and tagging. 

• Assisted with the Lake Gogebic Large Lake Survey.  

• Assisted with planning and working at both the Traverse City Kids Free Fishing Event and the Veronica Valley 

Kids Free Fishing Event. (Hettinger) 

• Participated on Esocid Committee (Hettinger) 

• Participated on Lake Michigan Basin Team (Mickevich, Tonello, Heintzelman, and Hettinger) 

• Participated on the FishPass Project Team on the Boardman River (Heintzelman and Hettinger) 

• Participated on the Resource Inventory Team (Gannon and Heintzelman) 

• Assisted the Platte River State Fish Hatchery with Coho egg collection ( Hettinger, Kerry, Askam, and Gannon)  

• Participated in  Fish Collection System Lean Process Review /Fish Collection System Upgrade (Gannon)  

• Participated on the Walleye Committee (Gannon and Mickevich)  

• Assisted with Skamania strain steelhead fin clipping at Bodine Hatchery, IN (Gannon, Askam, and Kerry) 
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 Walleye Rearing Ponds 
In 2016 CLMMU operated three walleye rearing ponds; Beaver Island, Mason County, and I-75. Both Beaver Island 

and Mason County are ponds where we provide the fish, and cooperative agreements with sportsman's groups 

allow those folks to rear the walleye until they are ready to be stocked. A total of 16 different lakes in CLMMU 

were stocked during 2016 with walleye. Thanks to SLMMU, LEMU, and SLHMU for helping us to meet our needs 

for all of these lakes, and once again to the Beaver Island Wildlife Club and the Mason County Walleye Associa-

tion for all of their hard work! 

 

Mason County Pond (Total 399,328) 

Hamlin Lake  (Mason)               149,865   1.3” 1,545/lb  

Portage Lake  (Manistee)          53,920  1.3” 1,545/lb  

Bear Lake  (Manistee)           87,987   1.3” 1,545/lb  

Big Star Lake   (Lake)    46,504   1.3” 1,545/lb  

Hackert Lake  (Mason)       9,579   1.3” 1,545/lb  

Rose Lake  (Osceola)   27,037   1.3” 1,545/lb  

Pickerel Lake  (Newago)   15,604  1.3” 1,545/lb  

Nichols Lake  (Newago)   8,832   1.6”   701/lb  

I -75 Pond  

 Established fathead minnow popula!on 

Paris Park Pond 

 Tried fall fingerling walleye,  no success– water too cold 

Beaver Island Pond 

Fox Lake  (Charlevoix)       597  

* Fry were also stocked into Lake Geneserath (978,000) 

Muskegon Pond (234,195) 

White Lake  (Muskegon)             89,701  1.5” 1,337/lb  

Paris Park  (Newago)   5,027  1.5” 1,337/lb  
Lake Charlevoix (Charlevoix)     139,467 1.5” 1,181/lb   

Surplus walleye from SLHMU (Auburn West, Tawas Ponds) (Total 230,224) 

Lake Missaukee (Missaukee)            99,049  2.3”   314/lb   

Big Blue Lake  (Muskegon)   20,000  1.6”   937/lb   

Wolf Lake  (Muskegon)   8,920  1.6”   937/lb   

Hart Impoundment (Oceana)   9,577  1.6”   937/lb   

Muskegon River (Osceola)   38,123   1.6”   937/lb   

Lake Margrethe (Crawford)   45,353  1.6”   937/lb   

Cub Lake  (Kalkaska)   1,690  1.6”   937/lb   

Pickerel Lake  (Kalkaska)   2,817    1.6”   937/lb   

Lake 27  (Otsego)      4,695   1.6”    937/lb   
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Boardman River- Heather Hettinger 
The Boardman River is a 26 mile long river that flows through Kalkaska 

and Grand Traverse Counties in the northwestern lower peninsula of 

Michigan . The Boardman River and its tributaries drain approximately 

186,000 acres, or 287 square miles. It originates from tributaries in the 

Mahan swamp near Kalkaska in central Kalkaska County. The Boardman 

River then flows generally west and then north until it empties into West 

Grand Traverse Bay of Lake Michigan in downtown Traverse City.  For 

almost 15 years, the Boardman River has been a management focal point 

for CLMMU, as we look to help complete the removal of the dams on 

this system and return it as much of a free-flowing state as possible.  

In partnering with many local agencies on the Boardman Dam Removal Project (http://

www.theboardman.org/) we have committed to monitoring the fish communities at a number of 

sites in the Boardman River Watershed as the Brown Bridge, Boardman, and Sabin Dams are being 

removed, and the Union Street Dam is modified (http://www.glfc.org/fishpass.php). In 2017 fisheries 

surveys were conducted at our long term Status and Trends fixed site located at Ranch Rudolph, a 

long term monitoring site at  the Brown Bridge Road crossing,  and multiple surveys were conduct-

ed in the lower end of the river below the Union Street Dam in the spring, summer, and fall.  Much 

of this effort includes routine surveys that Fisheries Division normally conducts on most of our ma-

jor rivers, but the information also allows us to better understand how the fish communities in the 

Boardman River are reacting to the dam removals and improved aquatic connectivity in the system. 

Multiple fisheries surveys will be conducted again in 2018, and you can learn more about the Board-

man River Dam Removal Project and proposed fish passage at Union Street  Dam using the links 

above! 
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At 316 acres, Bear Lake is the second largest lake in Kalkaska County 

(only Manistee Lake is larger). Bear Lake is within the Manistee River wa-

tershed, and it is located one mile north of M-72, smack dab in between 

Kalkaska and Grayling. It is easy to get to, and has an MDNR public access 

site with a boat launch 

 

Bear Lake has long been stocked with trout by MDNR. However, no ma-

jor fisheries surveys had been conducted on it since 2004.  So it was time 

to get back in there and see how the stocked trout were doing.  In addi-

tion, we wanted to study the populations of the native fish from Bear 

Lake, including smallmouth bass, rock bass, yellow perch, and white suck-

er.  We set nets during the week of May 8th, and the survey went very 

well.  We caught lots of fish, including some that we didn’t really expect. 

 

First of all, the trout were very impressive.  We caught brown trout up to 25” and rainbows up to 18”.  Some of the 

rainbows were even in spawning condition, with eggs running out of the females and milt running out of the males.  Alt-

hough the biggest brown trout we caught was 25”, we talked to anglers that told us they occasionally catch them bigger 

than that- even up to 30”.  That is very impressive for a smaller inland lake. 

 

In the 2004 survey, we caught lots of smallmouth bass up to 18”.  In the 2017 survey, they were even more impressive.  

Of the 98 smallies we caught in the netting portion of the survey, ¾ of them were over the legal size of 14”, and seven 

of those were over 20”!  We also caught a few largemouth bass, but they weren’t nearly as impressive as the smallies.   

 

Rock bass were very abundant, as they were in 2004.  There were plenty of good keeper sized rockies, if anyone is in-

terested in catching and keeping them.  Out of a cold, clean lake like Bear, rock bass fry up very well!  Bear Lake also has 

good numbers of yellow perch.  They aren’t huge, but we did find some up to 10”.  One surprise from the 2017 survey 

was bluegill, a species we didn’t even see in the 2004 survey.  The bluegill in Bear Lake are not overly numerous, but the 

population is doing quite well and seems to be growing.  Most that we caught in the nets were from 6 to 9” in length.  

The nets also caught lots of white suckers up to 22”. 

 

In June, we went back with our boomshocker boat to do some electrofishing.  As far 

as the gamefish go, the catches weren’t very impressive (not surprising, this is typi-

cal).  But we were able to sample some of the non-game species that the nets do not 

catch.  We caught lots of sand shiners, which are a very good forage minnow for 

game species like yellow perch, smallmouth bass, and rock bass.  The bluntnose min-

now was another forage species that was present. 

 

In all, the 2017 survey of Bear Lake was very successful.  We plan to continue stock-

ing Bear Lake annually with 5,000 rainbow trout and 16,000 browns.  If you’re in the 

Kalkaska/Grayling area and you’re looking for a good fishing lake, Bear Lake is a great 

choice! 

Bear Lake (Kalkaska County)- Mark Tonello 
ISSUE 5 
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To obtain information on lake or stream surveys from this year or years prior or to ask any ques-

tions, please feel free to contact us. Use the map below to select the most appropriate biologist to 

contact:  

Cadillac         

Customer  
Service Center 

 

231.775.9727 
 
 

Traverse City 
Customer      

Service Center 
 

231.922.5280 
 
 

Heather Hettinger 
 

231.922.6056 
hettingerh@michigan.gov 

 
 
 

Mark Tonello 
 

231.775.9727 
Ext. 6071 

tonellom@michigan.gov 

 
 
 
 
 


