
Department of Natural Resources
Game & Fish Protection Fund - Deer Range Improvement Program (DRIP)

FY 2014 Projects/Activities

Division Goal Objective Project/Activity > $50,000
FY 2014 
Amount

Wildlife Goal 2: Manage 
habitat for 
sustainable wildlife 
populations

Develop coordinated 
statewide and regional 
approaches to managing 
habitat by 2011, and 
implement by 2013

Managed forest openings on state forest land for spring and summer forage and recreational 
opportunity - includes planting of grasses and grains, mowing, mechanical and chemical brush 
removal, and gate and trail maintenance. 

5,459 acres were accomplished in the following field units:

$1,207,221

Gaylord -  Performed 1,140 acres of prescribed burns, 177 acres of brushing/hydro-ax, 813 
acres of mowing, and 537 acres of plantings, which totals 2,667 acres.

Roscommon - Mowed 245 acres to maintain forest openings.

Atlanta -  Maintained 831 acres within the state forest lands as openings, either by DNR staff, 
contractors, or sharecroppers in the Atlanta Unit. Activities included planting rye (123 acres), 
buckwheat and clover (136 acres), mowing (367 acres), and prescribed burns (205 acres).

Baldwin - Maintained approximately 172 fields totaling 456 acres in the Cadillac forest 
management unit in rye or alfalfa/clover through disking, seeding, mowing, and fertilizing.

Traverse City -  Maintained Theil road opening via rotary ax (29 acres), 2015 Grouse Enhanced 
Management System (GEMS) location opening maintenance via FRD timber harvest (23 acres), 
Fletcher grasslands new planting of winter wheat mix (38 acres), new forest opening planting of 
winter wheat mix (55 acres), Traverse City forest area perennial field openings maintenance (30 
acres), and Traverse City forest area food plots (300 acres). A total of 475 acres were 
completed.
Gladwin -  Maintained openings on 484 acres throughout Gladwin area including the Gladwin 
State Game Area.

Marquette - Planted 12.1 acres of winter rye and 3.7 acres were mowed.  1.1 miles (1.5 acres) 
of hunter walking trail were mowed.  2.0 miles (2.9 acres) plus a .7 acre opening were planted to 
clover. A total of 21 acres were maintained.

Crystal Falls - Maintained Floodwood area opening complex of 100 acres, Lake Mary opening 
complex of 100 acres, Hancock Creek Marsh opening of 10 acres, and Camp 5 E & W hunter 
walking trails of 20 acres. Total acres maintained were 230.

Escanaba -  Mowed 50 acres of forest openings at several locations, including North Rock 
Road, Friday Flooding, South Maki Road, 7 Mile Marsh, and Linnbeck Lake.
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Performed site-specific deer habitat projects focusing on the planting of red oak around the 
edges of deer wintering complexes in the eastern Upper Peninsula and the tip of the northeast 
Lower Peninsula, maintenance of forest clearings in the western Upper Peninsula and the 
northern Lower Peninsula, and planting of herbaceous food species, such as rye, clover, and 
buckwheat.

22,825 mast bearing shrubs and trees were planted and 256 acres of food plots were planted at 
the following field units:

Gaylord - Planted 15,598 red and white oak seedlings on 26 acres of state land in the Gaylord  
unit.  Planted 125 crabapples trees on 3 acres.  Planted and fenced 40 apple trees.

Atlanta - Planted 250 red oak seedlings on state land within the Atlanta Unit with the 
cooperation of the Montmorency County Conservation Club and Forest Resources Division 
staff.  

Traverse City - Planted 500 native fruiting shrubs and mast bearing trees on state land.  Plants 
were donated by Conservation Resource Alliance (CRA).  Labor provided by local Ruffed 
Grouse Society (RGS) chapter and CRA.  

Gladwin - Planted 35 apple trees on state land.  6.1 acres of food plots were maintained in the 
Gladwin State Game Area.

Roscommon - Planted 191 acres of buckwheat, rye, and brassica mixes.

Marquette - Planted a combination of Washington hawthorn, nannyberry, mountain ash, 
crabapple, wild apple, red baron apple, red oak, service berry, black-iced plum, and gray 
dogwood (475) in the Gwinn Forest Unit.  12.1 acres of winter rye planted and 3.6 acres planted 
to clover.

Crystal Falls - Planted 250 trees and shrubs on Deer Lake hunter walking trail which were 
purchased and coordinated by RGS. Planted 20 trees on Hancock Creek Flooding in 
coordination with National Wild Turkey Foundation and Eastern Dickinson Sportsmen's Club. 43 
acre hay field sharecropped on the Ralph GEMS.

Escanaba - Planted 97 mountain ash, 99 black cherry, 800 elderberry, 222 serviceberry, 119 
staghorn sumac, 1,715 high bush cranberry, 123 red oak, 751 gray dogwood, and 221 
nannyberry.

Sault Ste. Marie - Planted 1,340 red oak saplings across approximately 100 acres of a northern 
hardwood stand in deer wintering complex in western Mackinac County.  Oak were planted in a 
stand to provide hard mast where diseased beech had recently been harvested.  
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Newberry - Planted 45 large red oak on state land in Luce county.

Provided Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership Initiative grants to Dickinson Conservation 
District, Alger Upper Peninsula Whitetails and Harmon, The Forest Landgroup and Upper 
Peninsula Whitetails Inc, Ontonagon Whitetails Unlimited, Wildlife Unlimited of Iron County, 
Brian Benson-Camp Debby, Bailey and Drummond Island Sportsmen's Club, Marquette County 
Conservation District, and Grand Marais Sportsmen's Club/Alger Conservation District.

Provided Deer PLAN grants to Black River Ranch, Canada Creek Ranch, Durkee Lakes Club, 
Maghielse Grayling LLC, No Doe Hunting Club, Andrew Becker, David Dillion, Nicholas 
Johnson, John Roper, Dean Thomas, and Mark Werda.

Assessed deer habitat conditions in the 2016 year-of-entry state forest compartment reviews 
recommending timber harvest and regeneration plans, which will benefit deer habitat.

Partnered with Ottawa National Forest to enhance habitat in lands adjacent to Ottawa National 
Forest within the Sturgeon River Watershed.

Wildlife Goal 1: Manage for 
sustainable 
populations

Manage game populations 
to provide hunting and 
trapping opportunities while 
maintaining populations in 
balance with available 
habitat, land use practices, 
and stakeholder values

Monitored deer populations, evaluated winter deer habitat, made recommendations for harvest 
regulations, and developed maps for deer wintering complexes in the Upper Peninsula.

Held local coalition meetings, including staff presentations on potential buck management 
options, multi-year regulations, deer wintering complex management, commercial forest 
management, deer harvest statistics, and the new license package.

Evaluated winter deer distribution by aerial and ground surveys, and updated deer wintering 
complex maps for the Upper Peninsula region.

Prepared guidelines for management of deer wintering complexes in the Upper Peninsula 
region.

$158,481

Total: $1,365,702
Wildlife $244,131

Executive $26,200
Finance and Operations $137,000

Accounting Service Center $17,800
Building Occupancy/Private Rent $25,500

Legal Services $14,600
Information Technology $100,400

Grants $83,500
Other departments $38,392

Total AY 2014 Expenditures $2,053,225
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