Minutes of the
Equine Trails Subcommittee
July 26, 2017
The regular meeting of the Equine Trails Subcommittee (ETS) was called to order by
Chair Foote on July 26, 2017 at 1:18 p.m. at the MSU Veterinary Diagnostics Lab in
Lansing. Members present were: Chairman Foote, Dick Kleinhardt, Sarah Nicholls,
Janet Holmstrom, Gabrielle Hume, and Kristie Walls.
The following Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff was present: Paul Yauk,
Nikki Van Bloem, Barbara Graves, Jason Fleming, Nicole Toman, Elissa Buck,
Tim Machowicz, Earl Flegler, and Scott Whitcomb. Via phone: Anna Sylvester,
Jeff Kakuk, and Paige Perry.
Business Items for Discussion
Gabrielle Hume moved to approve the corrected March 10, 2017 meeting minutes.
Kristie Walls seconded and it carried unanimously.
Dick Kleinhardt moved the motion to approve the amended July 26, 2017 meeting
agenda. Sarah Nicholls seconded and it carried unanimously.
Committee Reports
Gabrielle Hume - Southeastern Lower Peninsula Report:
• In the first six months of the year, Waterloo Horsemen’s Association has contributed
over 225 hours of volunteer time, representing $5,290 in effort.
• Leadership of the Polly Ann Trail Lapeer applied for a $300,000 grant from the
MNRTF for trail improvements and development. If awarded, they would need
$100,000 in matching funds. At this point, they have $50,000 committed to them
from local agencies. They will be conducting fundraisers.
Janet Holmstrom – Upper Peninsula Report:
• DNR and MI-TRALE (local multi user trail group in the western UP) are working on
the planning of the Pike Lake EQ campground & trails. We have made a trip out to
ride the trails between rain storms, but we did not avoid the hail and I was glad to
have a helmet on! We plan to ride out there again to look at the remaining trails we
did not have a chance to ride. So far it looks great and a really terrific location right
on Pike Lake.
• The USDA/Ottawa National Forest has requested more information before making a
decision on opening up a few campsites at the Courtney Lake campground to horses.
MI-TRALE will be meeting and getting the information to them. A fall meeting is
planned to further discuss this. Keep your fingers crossed; this would be a great
addition to the Courtney horse trails and a good use for an under-utilized
campground.
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• Cathy Wainio (MI-TRALE) and I met with Jeff Kakuk (DNR) on 7/07/17 to look at the
trails that could expand the Courtney area horse trails onto the DNR property on the
North side of M-38. The trails are all logging roads except for a small logging trail we
hope to use as a loop to access water. Mr. Kakuk seemed to think we could make
this work, so stay tuned for a proposal.
• We are moving ahead with plans for the UP DNR Workshop October 6 or 7 at the
Marquette fairgrounds. A survey is being prepared regarding topics and will be sent
out to interested parties.
• I sent an email to Corey Butcher (DNR) and an interested party in working on the
Pine Bowl trail, I haven’t heard back yet. This is the trail located in the eastern UP in
Chippewa County just above the Mackinaw Bridge.
• At Headquarters lake; the horse trail from the campground to the fire lines has been
opened up, it was a grown in road that needed quite a bit of work, The confidence
markers just need to be installed.
• Per Rob Katona, an update for the Thunder Valley Expansion and the Thunder Valley
Connector: Approximately 60% of the new trail construction has been marked on the
ground with the remaining planned to be marked by the end of August. MDOT
crossing permit will need to be applied for and executed for the connector and routing
around the new UPAWS (animal shelter) building will need to be completed before
the connector opens. We will need to gather a group and schedule in one to several
days (dependent on number of volunteers) to perform the brushing and tree cutting
for the new trail. So far the marking has gone well the new trail will have some very
nice segments of single track EQ trail!
• Also, from Rob; some of the concerns we received from the local residents living
along a portion of the county road that will be used for the EQ connector. We held a
meeting on June 21st with the local residents because of their concerns and came up
with some action items to address most of them. I am fairly confident that we can
satisfy most of the concerns and I do not foresee many issues with equestrians
sharing the road.
Concerns from local residents:
o Need to minimize horses riding across driveways.
o Keep horses on pavement.
o Who will cleanup manure?
o Relocate trail away from residents and drives to the north.
o Need signage or barriers to keep horsed off of Blueberry Ridge.
o Keep ATVs off of new horse trail.
o Develop another parking area at Fairgrounds.
o For larger events (50-60) horses there is a concern with amount of
manure on county road need to require mandatory cleanup.
o Shared use signage to warn motorists on county road of EQ use.
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• At Republic, there is a new DNR camping grounds which is open to horses per Joan.
I’m not aware of this one? Does anyone have some info on it? - will get more
information to Anna so Anna can look into it.
• It looks like there is some interest in forming a “Friends Group” for the Thunder Valley
trails. Keep your fingers crossed.
Sarah Nicholls – Tourism Report:
• The tourism industry is extremely busy right now. She has heard some communities
talk about the idea of too many tourists, which for Michigan is a new problem and
could potentially become a bigger issue over the next several decades in some parts
of the state.
• The five-year State Strategic Tourism Plan expires at the end of this calendar year.
At the beginning of next year they will have an evaluation period of the current plan
and then there will be the development of the next plan.
• She has accepted a professorship back in the U.K. and will be leaving the country
beginning of next summer. She will give the subcommittee recommendations for her
replacement and bring them to the next meeting.
Dick Kleinhardt - Northern Lower Peninsula Report:
• They held an “eco-friendly” work bee at the Pigeon in May where maintenance was
done on horseback.
• He is interested in the update on P.A. 288 and the impact on trails.
Mike Foote – Southwestern Lower Peninsula:
• Equine Economic Impact Study – Col. Don Packard reported that the survey for the
Michigan equine industry has been extended until August 18. Their goal is to gather
as much info as possible. He will forward the link.
Kristie Walls – Central Lower Peninsula Report:
• As usual there has been a lot of trail and campground maintenance in the Central
region. Ft. Custer has had some major bridge rebuilding. Yankee Springs has put in
three corrals in and all the sites with corrals are always reserved. They are putting
two more in this weekend. Ionia has corrals on seven sites and those are primarily
the first ones to get reserved.
• She continues to be frustrated when the DNR publishes their e-mail releases about
making your trail vacation plans and it always is hiking, biking, kayaking; never
horses. She was happy that Pure Michigan put out an ad campaign she saw on
Facebook that included horseback riding.
• Jenny Cook would like her to say that they are looking forward to a pilot shoreline ride
this fall after Labor Day, hopefully before the next meeting on October 18. The
specific location has not yet been determined. She has been emailing back and forth
with Paul. It is a pleasure to work both with ETS and the DNR. Warren Dunes State
Park is ruled out because it is known as a popular dog park, voted top 10 in the
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nation. Muskegon State Park is a possibility with two miles of canine friendly
shoreline and it’s flat with ample parking. Silver Lake State Park is another option. If
that manager is amenable to the idea, she would like to hear about a pilot ride
possibility.
Paul Yauk said Silver Lake is an option for the pilot, after ORV season. However,
after talking to Jenny he understood there was some concern with riding the horses
on the sand and dunes because of being extremely strenuous on the horses. Jason
said there is quite a trek to the shoreline from the parking area and that they may
want to take a day beforehand to work with the park to plan a route first. Elissa Buck
suggested doing this plan day in August.
Elissa Buck requested Paul cc her on correspondence because this would be a
special event that she would handle and she can work with the park manager on it.
Jason Fleming suggested they do an event permit for this to set conditions. It will
also be beneficial as a “blue print” for future similar events. Paul requested that
Jenny keep in touch with him.
Updates
• P.A. 288 of 2016 – Scott Whitcomb from Forest Resources Division gave an update

on the road inventory project. Background and timeline for the project can be found
at www.michigan.gov/forestroads.
• Subcommittee Term Limit Protocol – Dick Kleinhardt was disappointed that he was
not contacted by the Department before candidates were sought as possible
replacements for his position on the committee. They would like to be notified prior to
term expiration to provide feedback on whether or not they want to continue to serve,
and to have the ability to provide feedback on other individuals they feel would be
qualified and able to serve. Gabrielle Hume agreed.
• Draft Equestrian Camping Policy – Jason Fleming, Resource Protection & Promotion
Chief, and Nicole Toman, Regulatory Unit Manager, discussed the draft equestrian
camping policy and the proposed 2018 fee schedule. Nicole asked for feedback on
specific criteria which should be included on allowable corrals and number of horses
per camper. Jason stated the group camp fee portion of the policy could potentially
be handled in a different manner; he would be looking to ETS as an advisory group to
provide a recommendation if a change is needed. Please send questions or
comments on the draft policy to Nicole. She will send out another copy of the policy
to the group.
• Workshop Location/Dates - Jeff Kakuk and Janet Holmstrom are sending out the
survey to groups in the U.P. for feedback on content. The date will be either October
6th or 7th. He currently has both dates reserved at the fairgrounds. The date and
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agenda will be based on replies they receive from the survey. Registration will be
open to statewide participation.
• Equestrian Trail Mapping – Nikki reported that 10 new maps are now published on
the website; mostly state parks in the southern half of the state. The equestrian trails
that are also rail trails need a different format for a different template because those
are longer; Stuart Neils-Kraft will be working on this over the winter. He has 72 miles
of the Shore-to-Shore mapped so far. There are a couple of parks that are not on the
site yet because they are still ironing out some changes. Equestrian trail maps can
be found at www.michigan.gov/dnrtrails, and then select the equestrian button.
• CIS Equestrian Trail – Nikki said that there is a MSU landscape architecture 300-level
class that is going to do some preliminary engineering for them for routing between
St. Johns and Owosso. Nikki has informed the professor that the Department, the
friends group, and other involved parties will all need to be at the table to discuss
equestrian needs, trail maintenance needs, and DNR needs.
• Marketing – Elissa Buck, Event Coordinator, gave an update on the marketing effort
for the equestrian program. See attached for her presentation. She will forward the
calendar event form to Barb to forward to the committee. This and other event forms
can be found on the License, Applications & Permits page on the DNR website. Feel
free to e-mail her with any ideas you may have for marketing at
BuckE1@michigan.gov. She will make sure that equestrians are included in their
marketing campaigns, and put in publications such as Michigan Trails Week. She
also asked that people continue to send her pictures. She is working on an easier
release for when people’s faces are visible.
Public Appearance
• Don Packard, President of the Michigan Horse Council reported that they will go
forward with planning and scheduling legislative days. Since the economic impact
study date was extended, it will probably be sometime in December before the
legislature’s holiday break if he can get it approved by Sen. Joe Hune. Their goal is
to put 500 equestrians in to the State Capitol on that date. He already has a lot of
support from the equine industry.
He started a mini committee based on what happened last month over P.A. 288. He
received phone calls from television stations in Traverse City whom he referred to Al
Davis and Al made the broadcast the same night. Three public newspapers called
him. Based on that he asked if they could have a special ad hoc committee to look
into how they should respond as equestrians.
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Action Items
Discuss Goals of the Trail Plan – Provide Top 3
Brief discussion was given on the goals of the Trail Plan. Gabrielle Hume and Kristie
Walls provided brief synopsis of their top three (see attached). Due to running out of
time, a more in depth discussion will take place at the next meeting.

Gabrielle Hume said she is concerned that the reporting of volunteer hours and other
presented items to the subcommittee are not being reported to the Michigan Trails
Advisory Council like they once were. She would like to see that happen again as well
as a report from Chair Foote on what he presented to MTAC.
With no further business being discussed, Dick Kleinhardt moved the motioned to
adjourn. Kristie Walls seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 5:08 p.m.
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Equestrian Marketing
2017-2018
Elissa Buck, Event Coordinator
Parks and Recreation Division

2017 Efforts
Updating Website Content
Saddle Up! Magazine
Equestrian Showcase Article
(October)
DNR Event Calendar
Social Media
Creating a 2018 Marketing plan

Web Updates
 Equestrian Trail
Webpage
State Forest
Campgrounds and
Pathways
Big Oaks
Black Lake Trail Camp
Goose Creek Trail
Camp

Articles to Date
February - Sleepy Hollow State Park
March- Yankee Springs Rec. Area
May – Brighton Rec. Area
June – Ionia Rec. Area
August – NL State Forest Campgrounds

Showcase Article (October)

Social Media
Instagram #MiStateParks
Facebook #MiStateParks
Pinterest - Michigan State
Parks

DNR Event Calendar
(www.Michigan.gov/dnrcalendar)

2018 marketing (tentative)
New Website
Equestrian Event Calendar
Spring & Fall Equestrian Guide - Gov. Delivery
Track Metrics to compare to 2017– clicks,
shares, re-posts, camp nights etc.

We need your help!
Send high resolution photos that help tell your story!
Submit public events to the DNR Calendar via the
Event calendar form (PR4761)
Send us updates about what your groups are
doing!
Submit suggestions to Elissa Buck at
bucke1@Michigan.gov

Top 3 Priority Goals – Kristie Walls
The Comprehensive Trail Plan states as a goal that every home, in essence, should be a trail
head. To make this happen the following needs to be accomplished:
1) Correct the interpretation of Pittman Robertson and Dingell Johnson rules as it applies to trails.
a. PR/DJ DOES NOT STATE NO TRAILS. It merely states trail use cannot interfere with the
primary purpose of hunting / fishing.
b. The no trail usage “rule” is simply a policy of convenience for the DNR – not law.
c. Solution – no trail riding during large caliber hunting seasons, and keep equines a
specified realistic distance away from users who are fishing.
2) Correct the interpretation of License Fee Acquired & Managed Lands.
a. This law only states that hunting and fishing fees cannot be used to support other
activities. It does not say other activities cannot happen on these lands.
b. The no trail usage “rule” is simply a policy of convenience for the DNR – not law.
c. Solution – Don’t use license fees for improvements unless they directly benefit the
licensees. Many hunters and fishermen would love their trails being kept open better by
more consistent use. It also de-sensitizes game to human presence which actually
accommodates the hunter well.
Following is copied from the Comprehensive Trails Plan.

3)

Implement the promised DNR website with all trail maps completed so far, in pdf and other
downloadable formats to link to common GPS equipment and GPS apps for smart phones.
a. This site should be prominently linked to/from the Pure Michigan website, as well as the
DNR reservations website, and each map should be a link on the appropriate
campground page if it is tied to or near a campground.
b. The Map Website should be promoted widely – in state, and regionally at the very least.

