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  What percent of Michigan’s land area is forest? 

  What percent of the forest is privately owned? 

   How many foresters are there in Michigan? 

Image Source: Michigan’s Forests 2009, NRS-66, USFS 

Michigan Forestry Quiz 



  56% of Michigan’s land area is forest land 

   20.3 million acres of forest land 

 9.9 million acres of farm land 

  2.5 million acres of urban land 

 75% of people in urban areas 

Data Source: USFS Forest Inventory Analysis 2013 
Map Source: Michigan’s Forests 2009, NRS-66, USFS 

Michigan’s Forest Area 

18% of forest in SLP 

37% of forest in NLP 

45% of forest in UP 



Landowner type, percent of forest land. 

Data Source:  USFS Forest Inventory EVALIDator – 2013 FIA data 

Michigan’s Forest Owners 

62% is Private 

38% is Public 

400,000 Family Owners 

Average size is 23 acres 



Michigan’s Foresters 

• Consulting Foresters (~125)
– Work directly for the landowner

• Industry Foresters (~125)
– Work for local forest products companies

• Government Foresters (~35)
– Conservation Districts
– MSU Extension
– DNR (another ~150 working on state land)

– USFS (another ~100 working on federal land)

– MDARD, NRCS, etc



Assistance for Private Forest 
Landowners 

• General Forestry Information

• Forest Management Plans

• Property Tax Incentives

• Financial Assistance

• Forest Certification

• Working Forest Easements

• Wildlife Habitat



DNR’s Role 

• Many of the DNR’s daily activities directly benefit private forest land.

– Forest Health
• Monitoring across all forest ownerships
• annual “Forest Health Report”

– Fire Protection
• 70% of wildfires that DNR fire officers respond to occur on private land

– Forest Management
• Shared expertise between forestry professionals

– Training
• Training for foresters and Qualified Logging Professionals



DNR’s Role 

• Programs for Private Forest Land

– Commercial Forest Program
• lower property taxes for active forestry

– Urban and Community Forestry Program
• forestry where 75% of people live

– Forest Legacy Program
• easements to protect rare forests

– Forest Stewardship Program
• manage, protect, and enjoy forests



Forest Stewardship Program 

• Celebrating our 25th anniversary in 2015!

• Funded by the United States Forest Service, State and Private Forestry.

• The Core Purpose is to help landowners manage, protect, and enjoy their forest.

• Connect landowners with 125 professional foresters and wildlife biologists in the
private sector to develop a simple yet comprehensive Forest Stewardship Plan.

• DNR: 1 Coordinator and 3 Service Foresters.

• Provide annual training.



Annual 
215 Forest Stewardship Plans 
34,000 acres  

Since 1990 
5,435 landowners 
875,000 acres  

Located in all 83 counties. 

Typical property is 40 to 80 acres. 

 Forest Stewardship Properties 



Forest Stewardship of School Forests 

• Outreach and Education Grants to schools with forest land

• In 2015, Frost Middle School in Livonia became the first landowner in
Wayne County to develop a Forest Stewardship Plan

The Environmental Club at Frost Middle School 

Photo courtesy of Ashley Harlock, 8th grade student at Frost Middle School 



Forest Stewardship Program - More than Plans… 

• Grant Projects

– Training Foresters to Enhance the Management of Private Forest Land
• Partnership with NRCS to train public and private sector foresters

– Landscape Stewardship Plans
• The Nature Conservancy, Huron Pines, The Stewardship Network

– Reducing Runoff in the Dead River Watershed
• Superior Watershed Partnership is planting 2,500 trees in Marquette

• Future Grants

– “Foresters for Fish!”
• Trout Unlimited, Tree Farm, Consulting Foresters, Timbermen

– Landscape Stewardship Plans on Tribal Lands
• Sault Tribe, Bay Mills Tribe



• United States Forest Service – State and Private Forestry
• Natural Resources Conservation Service
• MDARD, DEQ, DNR
• Conservation Districts
• MTU, MSU, MSUE
• American Tree Farm System
• Sustainable Forestry Initiative
• Michigan Forest Association
• Michigan Association of Consulting Foresters
• Michigan Society of American Foresters
• Michigan Association of Timbermen
• Michigan Forest Products Council
• Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association
• Project Learning Tree
• The Nature Conservancy, Huron Pines, The Stewardship Network, …
• Trout Unlimited, Quality Deer Management Association, Ruffed Grouse

Society, Michigan United Conservation Clubs, …
• Many others ….

Public – Private Partnerships 



Thank you! 

Stewardship of Michigan’s Private Forest Land 

Mike Smalligan 
Forest Stewardship Coordinator 

www.michigan.gov/foreststewardship  
smalliganm@michigan.gov  or  (517) 284 - 5884 

Department of Natural Resources - Forest Resources Division 

http://www.michigan.gov/foreststewardship
mailto:smalliganm@michigan.gov
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