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HABITAT, HARVESTS AND SO MUCH MORE
Surveys conducted as part of the Forest Resources Division’s public information campaign 
tell us several important things: the people of Michigan place a high value on clean air, clean 
water, wildlife habitat and forests that will remain healthy for generations to come. 

During FY 2018, FRD’s 300 staffers strived to achieve all of those goals, as well as to stimulate 
economic development in the forest products industry.  

FRD is responsible for sustainably managing 4 million acres of public forest. That means  
planting millions of new trees each year, harvesting mature timber and cutting trees to provide 
appropriate habitat for all types of wildlife. It also means fighting wildfires and conducting  
prescribed burns to get rid of invasive species, prevent future wildfires and create habitat 
for animals and birds. FRD also works with local governments, tribal governments and 
community groups to encourage good care of trees in urban and community settings.  

Michigan’s state forests meet the highest standards for environmental and social benefits. 
Michigan’s forest practices meet the responsible forest management standards set by both 
the Forest Stewardship Council™ and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative®. Rigorous third-
party audits help ensure Michigan’s forests will be vibrant for generations to come.

One million cords of wood were prepared for sale on state land and made available to the 
forest industry every year since 2015. About 60,000 acres were prepared for sale in 2018.

FOREST ECONOMY
Since 2013, Michigan’s forest products economy has continued to grow, with plants 
and mills statewide investing over $700 million in improvements. That includes the new 
Arauco particle board manufacturing plant in Grayling, which brings 230 jobs. The $21.2 
billion forest products industry is an important regional employer, supporting 99,000 
jobs statewide. The forest products industry accounts for 5 percent of manufacturing jobs 
statewide and one-third of manufacturing jobs in the eastern Upper Peninsula. Michigan’s 
leading products from wood are office furniture as well as wood pulp, paper and 
paperboard. Michigan is also a leader in production of high quality hardwood lumber.

HONORS FOR MAPS, TECHNOLOGY
Accessing maps and data on Michigan’s forests, 
trails, water and wildlife has never been 
easier thanks to the DNR’s use of geographic 
information systems (GIS) technology. FRD’s 
GIS program was honored for its innovative 
approach with an award from Esri, the leader 
in mapping technology. The program provides 
DNR staff and customers with a variety of user-
friendly tools, including interactive maps, story 
maps, customized apps and an Open Data 
Portal where users can browse and search 
the DNR’s published data. To learn more, visit 
Michigan.gov/DNR and click on “Maps & Data” in the “About Us” section.

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/


FOREST ROAD INVENTORY
Forest roads and their use by ORVs was a key topic 
in 2018 as FRD completed an inventory in the 
Upper Peninsula and southern Lower Peninsula 
as required by Public Act 288 of 2016. A final, 
comprehensive inventory of state-managed 
forests roads is available online. In the Upper 
Peninsula, nearly 5,600 miles of roads are open 
year-round to ORV use. In the Southern Lower 
Peninsula, about 9 miles of forest roads are open 
year-round to ORV use. Decisions were made 
after considering such factors as environmental 
and resource protection, conflicts with adjacent 
property, user conflict, poor road conditions and 

wildlife management. Forest roads in the northern Lower Peninsula were inventoried during 
2017. About 6,300 miles of those roads are open to ORV use; over 84 percent of existing 
forest roads. Maps will be updated annually. Find the maps at Michigan.gov/ForestRoads. 

FOREST HEALTH
• The tiny, sapsucking hemlock woolly adelgid – confirmed in four west Michigan counties so 

far – was the focus of a coordinated statewide strategy implemented with the help of several 
partners. The strategy included surveys, outreach and education for landowners with hemlock, 
research, treatments and regulations on hemlock movement out of the infested counties. Learn 
more about the insect and report an infestation at Michigan.gov/HWA.  

• Oak wilt is a fungal disease spread from tree to tree through root contact or, in spring and  
summer, by beetles carrying fungal spores that can infect and kill wounded trees. FRD staff  
implemented oak wilt control measures at 18 sites across the state, separating 13,500 feet of 
tree roots with a vibratory plow. FRD created a public oak wilt map allowing people to report 
infected trees and see the current known distribution of the disease. Staffers also conducted  
outreach and training for the public and workers in the 
timber industry. 

• Heterobasidion root disease is a fungus that kills pine 
trees. A public viewer was created so people can report 
suspected infections, see where the disease is known and 
learn about management practices to prevent it and limit 
its spread.  
 
Learn more about the health of Michigan’s forests at 
Michigan.gov/ForestHealth. 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79148_80679---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71241-367635--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79136_79237_81077---,00.html


COOPERATIVE FORESTRY PROGRAMS
Forest stewardship
Private woodlands in the Forest Stewardship Program reached one million acres in 2018. 
The program connects landowners with a forester to help them write and implement a 
management plan for their woods. About 6,000 landowners have participated since 1991. 
Family forests make up 45 percent of Michigan’s 20 million acres of forest. Healthy, well-
managed forests benefit more than the landowner; private forests provide clean water, 
wood products, wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities.

Registered Forester
Oversight of the state’s Registered Forester  
program this year was transferred to Forest  
Resources Division. The voluntary program,  
previously managed by the state Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, has undergone 
a four-year restructuring that includes required 
continuing education for registered foresters 
and a moderate fee increase to pay for 
managing and promoting the program. The 
newly established Board of Foresters reviews 
applications and approves individuals for 
registration. It also handles complaints. 

Commercial Forest Program
The Commercial Forest Program added  new 
staff and new technology in 2018. Karen 
Maidlow was hired as the program leader, and 
a new database system will offer the ability to 
track records and produce reports starting as 
early as 2019.

The program offers private forest land owners a tax incentive in exchange for managing 
their forests for long-term timber production. The 2.2 million acres of land is also available 
for public hunting, fishing and trapping. 

Urban and Community Forestry
Trees make city and village streets pretty, shady and cooler in summer, as well as providing 
homes for urban wildlife. During 2018, the Urban and Community Forestry program  
distributed $267,000 in grants from the federal government and DTE to 58 communities. 
The money is being used to plant trees, raise awareness and keep existing trees vibrant. 
FRD also contributed $75,000 to the Michigan State University Department of Forestry to 
increase assistance for new urban forestry faculty.



PROTECTING YOUR RESOURCES
Dry weather in early summer pushed the start of Michigan’s wildfire season into June during 
2018. More than 296 wildfires burned 3,588 acres, up from 175 fires on 566 acres in 2017.

While some parts of the state were dry, a deluge 
of rain caused severe flooding and washed 
out roads, trails and culverts on public land in 
Houghton and Menominee counties. More 
than 30 Forest Resources Division staffers 
helped the DNR’s Parks and Recreation  
Division assess damage, close roads and  
stabilize washed-out areas. A specialized 
Incident Management Team helped to  
coordinate personnel and equipment, map the 
damage, apply for federal relief and inform the 
public. Repairs are ongoing.

A severe storm also caused problems at the opposite end of the state, blowing down trees 
on Belle Isle State Park. FRD fire staff aided in removing the hazardous trees there as well as 
in other areas of the state.

DNR firefighters also assisted with out-of-state fires through 86 assignments in Florida, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho and 
Nevada. Out-of-state assignments provide DNR staffers with the opportunity to learn from 
and share skills with other emergency responders. For the first time this year, Michigan 
firefighters lent their expertise to train Washington crews on engine operation. 

In addition, DNR firefighters conducted 75 prescribed burns on 5,937 acres this year. The 
burns helped to improve wildlife habitat, reduce invasive species and prevent future 
wildfires. 

GOOD NEIGHBOR AUTHORITY
Forest Resources Division prepared 2,400 acres of timber for sale in Michigan’s three national 
forests. The effort improved forest health and wildlife habitat in addition to providing more 
than 38,500 cords of wood for forest industry. This partnership with the U.S. Forest Service 
will continue to grow in 2019. 



EDUCATION AND 
AWARENESS

FRD’s public information campaign is 
working to boost awareness of forest 
management and appreciation for 
Michigan’s forests in the Detroit area. 
The first phase of the research-based 
campaign started in late fall 2017, 
bringing basic messages about forests 
and forest management through TV 
and  digital ads, paid content stories 

and more. The spring campaign targeted a younger portion of our demographic, with 
digital billboards, drink coasters in bars and restaurants and radio promotions. A July 
2018 survey showed that the campaign boosted understanding that forest management 
helps to prevent the spread of disease and harmful insects by eight points in each 
category. Survey respondents also showed a stronger understanding that logging meets 
important human needs (agreement rose from 51 percent to 64 percent) and that forest 
management is needed (understanding jumped from 81 percent to 87 percent). Next 
plans include expanding the campaign across the southern Lower Peninsula. Learn more 
at Michigan.gov/ForestsForALifetime.

INFRASTRUCTURE
UPGRADES

In addition to the road inventory, staffers 
are working to improve forest infrastructure, 
including roads, bridges and culverts. Safe 
and reliable roads, bridges and culverts  
allow access to the forest for hunting, fishing, 
hiking and industry uses. They also prevent 
erosion and reduce the amount of excess 
soil that enters the waterways.

The DNR’s Forest Resources Division manages, protects and provides for the 
sustainable use of Michigan’s forest resources. Its vision is for vital, healthy and 

abundant forests that provide social, economic and ecological benefits.

The Forest Resources Division is mainly funded by the Forest Development Fund which is primarily comprised of the revenue generated from the sale 
of timber. The remainder of the budget is comprised of general funds, state restricted funds, federal funds, and donations from private entities. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, management, use and enjoyment of the state’s natural 
and cultural resources for current and future generations.  
 
Learn more about how we’re working to manage your forests Michigan.gov/Forestry.

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-84430_84441---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79136_79237---,00.html



