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Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Forest Resources Division  

FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLAN WRITER 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Required under the Forestry Title of the 1990 Federal Farm Bill to become a 
certified plan writer under the Forest Stewardship Program.  

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) shall be valid for three years from the date of the Forest Stewardship Coordinator’s signature.  
This MOU is entered into between the DNR Forest Resources Division and the following Forest Stewardship Plan Writer: 

Name 
 

Business Name 
 

Address 
 

Office Phone 
 

City, State, ZIP 
 

Cell Phone 
 

E-Mail 
 

Website 

College Degree (include School and Graduation Year) Type of Professional Land Manager  (select one) 
Consulting Forester, Industry Forester, Wildlife Biologist, Other (specify) 

Michigan counties where you will prepare plans: 

DNR FOREST RESOURCES DIVISION AGREES TO: RESOURCE PROFESSIONAL AGREES TO: 

1. Maintain an official list of resource professionals who have 
entered into this agreement that is open to the public on the DNR 
website at www.michigan.gov/foreststewardship  

2. Provide clearly defined standards for Forest Stewardship Plans 
including a summary checklist and expanded guidance. 

3. Promptly review Forest Stewardship Plans and communicate 
approval or requested modification within 15 days of submission. 

4. Clearly state deficiencies in any Forest Stewardship Plan that 
cannot be approved as submitted and get the plan back to the 
plan writer with helpful comments for revision and future plans. 

5. Provide cost share grants as funds are available and promptly 
make payments to plan writers within 15 days of plan approval. 

6. Provide annual training opportunities and current information 
about Forest Stewardship Plans and related programs to the 
resource professionals who have entered this agreement. 

 

1. Provide service to Michigan forest landowners by developing 
Forest Stewardship Plans that address the landowner’s goals 
and include all required USFS components for a simple yet 
comprehensive Forest Stewardship Plan. 

2. Maintain certification though training and other requirements as 
determined by the Forest Stewardship Program. 

3. Implement a Forest Stewardship Plan as written in subsequent 
management activities.  If different management activities or 
modifications in the plan are advisable, inform the landowner in 
writing so they can update their Forest Stewardship Plan. 

4. Maintain professional standards of conduct that are just and 
honorable and advocate sustainable forest management in 
service to society.  Codes of ethical conduct include the State 
of Michigan Registered Forester Administrative Rules (Article 
21, Part 3) and Society of American Foresters Code of Ethics. 
 

Both parties agree that this Memorandum of Understanding may be cancelled by either party by written notice to the Resource Professional (and 
employer, if applicable) or DNR Forest Resources Division.  Cancellation will become effective thirty (30) days after said notice is given. 

I, the undersigned, certify that I have read, understand, and agree to comply with the conditions of this Memorandum of Understanding. 
       

 Signature of Forest Stewardship Plan Writer  Print or Type Name Here  Date  
       

 Signature of Forest Stewardship Coordinator  Print or Type Name Here  Date  
  

Return Completed MOU to: 
Forest Stewardship Coordinator 
DNR Forest Resources Division 
PO Box 30452 
Lansing, MI  48909-7952 

OR email a scanned pdf to smalliganm@michigan.gov  
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