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                Lake Huron Citizens 
           Fishery Advisory Committee 

 
Established by the Department of Natural Resources to improve and maintain fishery resources 
of Lake Huron through better communication and partnership. 
 

Lake Huron Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee Meeting  
Monday March 2, 2020 

Jay’s Sporting Goods, Inc. in Clare  
Approved 

Welcome, Introductions and Announcements (Frank Krist and Randy Claramunt, 
DNR Lake Huron Basin Coordinator). 
 
Frank introduced himself and Randy Claramunt.  Also introduced were Addie Dutton and Jason 
Gostiaux, new biologists for the Southern Lake Huron Management Unit. 
 
Attendees: Randy Claramunt, Jim Dexter, Jim Johnson, Ken Merckel, Eric Anderson, Richard 
Haslett, Jim De Clerck, Randy Terrian, Gene Kirvan, Tom Keerl, Thomas Heritier, Blaise 
Pewinski, Tom Frontjes, LaKon Williams, Judy Ogden, Dave Borgeson, Tess Nelkie, Bryan 
Darland, Ed Retherford, Frank Krist, Ronald Sutton, Greg Gumbrecht, Lee Martin, Todd Wills, 
Robin DeBruyne, Brandon Schroeder, Paul Vantol, Mike Feagan, Jay Smith, Julie Shafto, Dana 
Serafin, Jerry Serafin, Mark Lentz, Roger Bergstedt, Nick Atkin, Leo Mrozinski, Bob Kettner, 
Mike Veine, Chris Olds, Jason Gostiaux, Addie Dutton, Paul Stowe, Jan VanAmberg, Bob 
Reider, Donald Haske and Nick Torsky. 
 
Frank introduced Blaise Pewinski who has been attending meetings regularly representing the 
Detroit Area Steelheaders.  Blaise will be a new member of the Lake Huron Citizens Fishery 
Advisory Committee representing that large group of anglers.  Frank introduced Eric Anderson, 
past president of the Michigan Charter Boat Association, who is the new alternate Committee 
member for Terry Walsh.  Terry Lyons, after many years as an Advisor, is stepping down so 
now Tess Nelkie will be the primary member of the Committee representing the Anglers of the 
Au Sable and the Great Lakes Council of Fly Fishers International.  Frank thanked Terry for his 
many years of service.  Paul Vantol was attending for Glenn Buehner from the Great Lakes 
Salmon Initiative. 
 
Randy praised the work of Brandon Schroeder, who Michigan State University recently honored 
with a Distinguished Academic Staff Award. The LHCFAC had sent a letter to MSU praising 
Brandon’s work with development, coordinating and scheduling of the Lake Huron Fishery 
workshops.  Brandon has been instrumental in assisting in taking the Committees work to the 
public. 
 
An overview of Great Lakes Law Enforcement Unit activities and a discussion of 
how the State and Tribal Law Enforcement Officers coordinate their efforts 
(Corporal Nick Torsky, DNR Great Lakes Enforcement Unit). 
 
Nick introduced himself as an investigator for the Great Lakes Enforcement Unit (GLEU).  Nick 
grew up in the straits area, so he is working in an area that is near and dear to his heart.  The 
unit’s current staffing level consists of 2 supervisors, 9 specialists, and 2 investigators.  The unit 
is staffed very well at this time.   
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                                                                 Officer deployments, 
 
 
Activities and responsibilities of the Great Lakes Enforcement Unit: 

• Maritime Security 
• FISHING ACTIVITY AND CATCH TRACKING SYSTEM (FACTS) which is an electronic 

reporting platform for wholesale fish dealers, commercial fishers, charter fishers 
• Great Lakes net mapping program: an electronic interactive mapping program that 

shows different color symbols indicating the differing status of various nets (in violation, 
in compliance, entanglements, etc.) 

• Commercial fishing complaints and violations statistics: contacts, complaints, 
inspections, arrests, warnings, etc.   

• Bait, commercial fish and wholesale fish activities: contacts, complaints, inspections, 
arrests, warnings 
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Maritime security is provided at various festivals, fireworks displays and several public 
events including: 
 

 
Labor Day Mackinaw Bridge Walk 
Operation Northern Strike 
Hot Boat Weekend at Hardy Dam 
Engineers Day at Sault Ste. Marie Locks 
Boyne Thunder Run at Charlevoix 
Port Huron Float Down 
Mighty Mac Swim 
 

 
 
 

FISHING ACTIVITY AND CATCH TRACKING SYSTEM (FACTS) which is an electronic 
reporting platform for wholesale fish dealers, commercial fishers, charter fishers 

 
FACTS is an electronic tracking system that replaces inefficient paper reporting for charter 
fishing, commercial fishers and wholesalers.  Using paper is labor intensive, the data are 
slow to be available, often the writing is illegible or lost.  Training sessions for all the users of 
the new system are being made available.  Since March 2019, when the wholesalers were 
required to transition to the FACTS system, wholesale reporting delinquencies were reduced 
by more than 50%. 

 
Great Lakes net mapping program: an electronic interactive mapping program that 
shows different color symbols indicating the differing status of various nets (in violation, 
in compliance, entanglements, etc. 
 
Paper recording of net data has been replaced with an 
interactive electronic mapping system (ArcGIS), which 
greatly improves efficiency.  The location of nets in 
compliance, nets in violation, abandon nets, net 
entanglements, treaty boundaries, lake trout refuges, 
shipwrecks and anything else of importance can be 
located on the electronic maps and found quickly when 
traveling to and from the sites with electronic devices 
similar to using your GPS in your vehicle or boat.   
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Commercial fishing complaints and violations statistics: contacts, complaints, 
inspections, arrests, warnings, etc.   
 

A major part of law enforcement is educating the public and encouraging the users to utilize and 
enjoy the natural resources in a respectful manner.  The above table shows many encounters 
with commercial fishers and the outcomes of those contacts. The treaty areas covered are 
specified in the 1836 and 1842 treaties. 
 
Bait, commercial fish and wholesale fish activities: contacts, complaints, inspections, 
arrests, warnings. 
 
Bait handlers, fish wholesalers and commercial fishers are inspected and monitored with many 
contacts made each year as shown below. 
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Many examples of specific Great Lakes Enforcement Unit activities 
 

1. Gill net recovery in Lake Superior containing 1000 lbs of fish. 
2. Assisted in a wrecked sailboat recovery utilizing a remotely operated under water 

vehicle (ROV).  The owner was charged by EGLE, case is pending in court. 
3. Issued ticket to Lake Erie commercial fish operation that was inspected and found 

with 450 pounds of whitefish harvested during closed season 
4. Assisted Menominee police searching for a missing person in the Menominee 

River that ultimately became a body recovery effort.  An ROV was utilized in 
recovering the body. 

5. Took a complaint of a sport boat that became entangled in commercial gear and 
was swamped.  One boater was recovered safely, the other was found deceased.  
The net was not in compliance and a citation was issued. 

6. Assisted the Special Investigations Unit regarding the illegal taking of a bear.  An 
automated external defibrillator was used in a life saving effort during interview of 
the subject. 

7. 1200 feet of gill net was removed around Spectacle Reef, it contained diving 
birds, whitefish, burbot, and lake trout. 

8. Our Unit advised Fisheries Division of an 80,000 lbs overharvest of whitefish in 
Lake Michigan.  The fisher pled guilty and paid $620 in fines and court costs, with 
only $20 going to the Game and Fish protection fund. 

9. Net was cut off a shipwreck, this effort will be on Wardens TV show. 
10. Cited a Beaver Island commercial netting operation for fishing in a closed area. 
11. Assisted in the recovery of a 5-year-old boy abducted in Chippewa County.  

Suspects were headed towards Canada and open water on the ice!  The child 
was recovered, the suspects were apprehended, and the case is pending. 

 
The importance of developing interagency relationships, with some efforts: 
 
 

1. During the Annual Mackinac Bridge Walk, the Unit works with USCG, US 
Customs and Border Patrol, Michigan State Police (MSP), and local law 
enforcement 

2. During joint training, the FBI was impressed with our on-water boarding of SS 
Badger and the capability of our vessel 
to deal with a terrorist-type scenario 
while the vessel was in transit.  

3. Operation Northern Strike: a mock 
terrorist drill to simulate small boat 
terrorism incidents.  US military assets 
were utilized, along with participation 
from the MSP and the Michigan 
Sheriffs Association involved. 

4. The Unit Assisted in a plane crash 
incident off of Frankfort.  Worked with 
MSP dive team and Northwestern 
Michigan College ROV to recover a 
body from deep water. 
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Activities with aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
 

o There are increasing demands on the AIS front 
o Received complaints of non-native live organisms from pet shops, bait and food 

sources, and ornamental gardens.  This activity included 4955 contacts, 7 
complaints, 43 inspections, 4 arrests, and 263 warnings 

o Arkansas Pondstockers is a company that was convicted of the possession and 
sale of grass carp that was being transported into Michigan. 

o Detroit and Grand Rapids pet shops and markets were inspected. 
o Received a complaint of unknown organisms in a Traverse City bait retailer’s 

wiggler tank.  The organisms turned out to be very small native lampreys and sea 
lamprey 

o There is continued work on the Council of Great Lakes.  Information and ideas are 
shared with partners from other states and provinces across the Great Lakes on 
common issues. 

Special note to boaters this season, see slide below. 
 
 Nick explained the Clean, Drain, Dry Initiative.  It is illegal to transport a trailer with weeds 
and other organisms.  In addition, all boat drain plugs including plugs for live wells and 
ballast tanks must be removed before travelling.  Stepped up enforcement is likely this year 
and tickets may be issued.  The slide below and page 61 of the 2020 Fishing Guide provide 
more details https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/FishingGuide2020_684742_7.pdf 

 

Clean, Drain, Dry Initiative. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/FishingGuide2020_684742_7.pdf
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A new Side Scan Sonar unit is now being used that will provide detailed views during 
underwater investigations.   
 
Two of the units are assigned to their Great Lakes Enforcement 
Unit and three others are assigned to other districts in the state.  
A training session was held in Alpena where time was spent 
locating various targets such as shipwrecks, cables, submerged 
manikins to simulate drowning victims, etc.  Training and 
experience assist in interpreting images obtained from the side 
scan unit. 
 
Funding is set to hire another 20+ new officers to assist in 
replacing retirees and adding to the Unit.   
 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ 10th Conservation 
Officer Academy is set to start July 12, 2020 at the Michigan State 
Police Training Academy in Dimondale.  The 23-week training 
program at the academy is followed by 20 weeks of training 
throughout the state. 
 
  

  
There is regular interaction and collaboration between Tribal law enforcement and the 
Great Lakes Enforcement Unit. 
 
This working relationship is stipulated in the 2000 Great Lakes Consent Decree.  There are 4 or 
more meetings together each year and at least 8 joint patrols annually. There are coordinated 
efforts during special events such as the elk and sturgeon Seasons.  Intel sharing and referrals 
assist in investigations. There is a great working relationship with tribal Officers and this 
relationship has improved over the years.  Hopefully, this cooperation will continue to grow 
under a new 2020 Decree that is currently being negotiated.   
 
What authority do tribal conservation officers have to “check” anglers?  

Within the 1836 treaty area, tribal COs have the authority to identify whether an individual is 
exercising treaty rights. They do not, by virtue of their tribal authority, have the ability to 
enforce state law. 

 
What authority do state conservation officers have over tribal members exercising treaty 
rights? 

State Conservation Officers have the ability to cite 1836 tribal members in violation of their 
tribal regulations into the appropriate tribal court. 
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Questions and Comments 
 
Illegal Charter fishing: Gene Kirvan asked about illegal charter boat activities, and what can 
be done to prevent these activities.  Gene says he goes through all the requirements informing 
law enforcement, but no progress has been made.  Nick says they have some cases being 
investigated currently but it takes time.  Gene expressed his frustration at the lack of progress.  
He said some additional effort is needed to curtail the illegal activity.  Nick said that having 
undercover officers on these boats is often required to really get traction on this for those 
individuals who are operating outside the law.  Hopefully, with more officers on staff, this can be 
addressed. 
 
A recommendation was suggested to involve the Detroit District US Coast Guard Office to 
investigate illegal charters since they have been active in pursuing charter fishing violation 
complaints.  
 
Party fishing proposal: Currently, the law requires each angler to keep their catch separate, 
so they do not catch more than their limit.  A proposal is being considered to allow anglers to 
combine their catch until a total limit is reached between them.  The proposal basically calls for 
implementing a group possession limit, rather than individual limits.  A comment was made 
stating that charter fishing activities have always been done this way for years.  Frank 
mentioned that anglers fishing in boats currently have an advantage over shore anglers 
because fish caught in boats are stored combined in live wells and coolers.  Frank mentioned in 
his many decades of fishing he has never been asked by a Conservation Officer to separate his 
catch from the others he was fishing with. 
 
A discussion of the effectiveness of the 2019 Sea Grant Workshops and a 
progress report organizing the 2020 Workshops (Brandon Schroeder, Michigan 
Sea Grant). 
 
Note: Unfortunately, because of the COVID-19 virus, the workshops had to be cancelled for 
this spring.  We want to thank Brandon, however, for all his preliminary work scheduling the 
meetings and working on the agendas.  We are looking forward to continuing the workshops 
next year. 
 
Encouraging the public to provide information on cisco sightings of the newly 
stocked fish in Saginaw Bay (Chris Olds, Research Biologist Alpena US Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Office). 
 
Chris gave the group an update on cisco related activities for Lake Huron, including stocking, 
gamete collection, broodstock management, and post stocking assessments.   
 
Stocking. During 2019 there were 462,020 cisco spring fingerling 1.5-2 inches long stocked 
and 690,000 fall fingerlings averaging 3-4 inches long also stocked. The cisco were stocked at 
dusk in the fall over four nights.  Total cisco stocking for 2019 was 1.153 million fish. 
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Gamete collection. Fall gamete collection occurred November 11-16 during the beginning of 
the rifle deer hunting season.  Over 
40 pairs per night were collected 
from the Drummond Island – 
Whitney Bay area.  This past year 
was very cold for gamete 
collection.  This was the coldest 
year yet with temperatures 
dropping into the single digits. 
Short term net sets were used, with 
low mortality and little by-catch 
observed.   
 
Cisco were also collected in the 
Les Cheneaux Islands area for a 
migration study.  New spawning 
habitat was identified in the 
western side of the islands.  The 
collection was successful with the 
use of short nets, short soak times 
and minimal by-catch.  Last fall 2.2 million green eggs were collected with an initial eye up well 
above 80%.  The cisco are raised in the hatchery at 6 and at 4 degrees C temperatures for the 
spring and fall stocked fish.  Cisco generally are not tolerant to stress. 
 
Captive brood stock. They have retained eggs for maintenance of a captive brood stock.  The 
2016 captive brood stock is 100% mature.  They crossed 2016 females with 2017 males.  
 
Questions and Comments.  Chris was asked if spawning time of the captive broodstock could 
be manipulated to get larger fish to stock in the spring?  Chris said they are looking at this 
potential. Chris was also asked if they had any issues in finding cisco, because the fishery has 
been mediocre.  Chris said they did not have issues, and the weather during 2019 may have 
contributed to the lackluster sport fishery earlier in the year.   
 
Fish tagged with transmitters will assist in understanding cisco movement and the timing.  
Recently 38 fish were tagged through the ice and receivers placed throughout the area. 
 
Post-stocking activities. There is a need to assess the relative success of the stocking 
program.  We need to obtain information from commercial and recreational sources.  
Additionally, we need to look at diet samples from predators to see if cisco are contributing to 
diets.  Commercial bait fisherman found that cisco had survived stocking and moved quite some 
distance.  Additional sightings are needed to better understand how these fish are doing and 
where they are going. There are many agency surveys in the bay that will hopefully detect the 
cisco but Angler assistance is needed.  Anecdotal reports and actual sample collections are 
needed.   
 
Chris showed the WANTED Poster below that was developed to encourage reports of cisco 
encountered.  A portion of the spine found in the trail portion, like the caudal peduncle, is used 
to determine if the fish was stocked and if so, if it was a fall or spring stocked fish.  The fall and 
spring stocked fish are marked chemically so they can be differentiated.  If whole fish are 
donated, diet work can also be conducted, as well as stable isotope work, morphometric 
analysis, and determining the age of the fish.   
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DNR budget 101 and implications for Fisheries Division (Jim Dexter, DNR 
Fisheries Division Chief). 
 
Frank stressed that Jim did not ask to attend the meeting to discuss the budget but Frank asked 
Jim to attend the meeting and update the Committee on the current status of the Fisheries 
Division budget and what will be the impacts over the next few years if there is not an increase 
in funding.  For example, our Committee has noticed it is becoming difficult to learn if stocked 
fish are doing well or if changing a fishery regulation is beneficial because there are few 
resources available to mark fish or conduct additional creel surveys.   
 
Frank indicated that the current license fee funding system has failed.  License fees cannot 
keep up with inflation and infrastructure needs and only a year after a fee increase both the 
Fisheries and Wildlife Divisions must begin to prioritize and reduce services. The only practical 
funding method is to utilize a sustainable funding source.  Many other states have successfully 
implemented sustainable funding approaches that made a huge difference.  It is well known that 
Michigan has possibly the best coordinated and strongest conservation community in the United 
States and if we make this issue a priority, we could make it happen.  It would most likely take a 
few years to convince the public and legislature of the need, but this is one of the most 
important projects that we can do to ensure Michigan’s Fisheries and Wildlife Divisions remain 
world class. 
 
Chief Dexter explained that all-natural resource agencies across the country are facing similar 
issues.  Fisheries Division does not receive much general fund money and the vast majority of 
dollars come from license sales.  Chief Dexter showed the entire DNR budget as shown in the 
chart directly below, highlighting the restricted Federal funds (Pittman-Robertson, Dingell-
Johnson).  Only 11% of the DNR’s budget is from general funds.   
 
Before the funds can be 
spent, they must be 
appropriated, which is an 
approval by the legislature.  
Even though the Fisheries 
Division appropriation is 
around $32 million as shown 
in the chart below, typically, 
the amount of money 
available for spending is 
significantly less.  Out of $46 
million general fund dollars 
provided to the DNR, 
Fisheries Division only 
receives around $500,000.  
Some of these general fund 
dollars are for the tribal 
coordination unit and the 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
positions. Fisheries Division gets $20 million from Game and Fish funds (license sales).  Wildlife 
license sales provide more dollars to the Game and Fish fund than fish license sales.  The 
Game and Fish fund has been flat for years because the public’s use of natural resources has 
changed from hunting and fishing to hiking, kayaking and other activities that do not contribute 
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to the Game and Fish fund. 
 
Fisheries Division’s has focused on 
recruiting, retaining, and reengaging 
anglers.  Fishing license sales have 
been stable and only varied 2.6% 
over the past 5 years. Wildlife 
Division license sales, on the other 
hand, are dropping 2-4% per year.  
This will have a very large impact on 
revenue for the Department.  
 
Last year $11.4 million federal funds 
were available to Fisheries Division, 
but the trouble is Fisheries doesn’t 
know until the end of March how 
much money they will receive.  This 
uncertainty makes budget 
management difficult and the hiring 
of employees uncertain.  Over the 
past 5 years only 2 full time 
employees had been added and 
both are housed in the Tribal 
Coordination Unit. 
 
The appropriation to Fisheries is: $137,000 in private funds, $526,000 in general fund, $11.5 
million in Federal restricted funds, $20 million in state restricted funds.  Of this, 32% goes to 
hatcheries, 66% to resource management, and 2% to aquatic resource mitigation.  Salaries and 
wages are 73% of the budget, 10% CSSM (Consumables, supplies, services), and 
maintenance, 6% grants, 2% fish food, 3% utilities, 4% travel, 2% major maintenance and 
equipment.  Fisheries is implementing some solar energy initiatives, and this will help save 
money.  Hatcheries utilize a lot of the entire department’s energy needs.  Grants result in $1.25 
million that go to aquatic habitat projects.   The 2014 license increase paid for the grant 
program, but actually the license increase resulted in status quo because a lot of anglers, out of 
state in particular, did not purchase licenses the following year.   
 
The spendable income will likely continue to decline in future years, and costs will increase.  
The cost of living increases are eating away at the budget so this looks bleak for the near 
future.  Hopefully, the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act funds will pass through Congress.  
This Act holds the potential to provide Michigan with around $26 million dollars.   
 
Comments and Questions: 
 
The Missouri model was mentioned as a more viable methodology to get more consistent 
revenue, with a portion of the state sales tax going to natural resource management.  Many 
other states are implementing this or other sustainable approaches that greatly boost 
conservation funding. 
 
Jim DeClerck mentioned that a funding mechanism is needed that will increase with inflation.   
 
Jim Johnson has been investigating the possibility of companies that bottle and sell Michigan’s 
ground water and he found that if they paid a few pennies per bottle this could bring in many 
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millions of dollars for conservation funding annually.  Also, this has the potential of being very 
appealing to the public since it could greatly increase conservation funding but not be a major 
burden to the users of bottled water.  
 
Frank stressed that it is the users of the resource that must convince the public and legislature 
that a new sustainable funding method is crucial to the successful management of the state’s 
natural resources. 
 
An update on the steelhead status and suggestions for discussion from the 
Subcommittee on how to learn more about improving steelhead survival 
immediately after stocking (Jim Johnson, retired DNR Research Biologist and 
Committee Member; Randy Terrian, Committee Member). 
 
Jim Johnson stated that the catch of 
steelhead at the Lake Huron index 
ports has dropped to very low levels 
in Lake Huron, see chart below.  
Jim asked, are we getting our 
money’s worth because steelhead 
are expensive to raise?  Nearly 
500,000 steelhead have been 
stocked annually, see table to the 
right.  Additionally, wild fish are 
being produced and contributing to 
the fishery, possibly accounting for 
nearly half of the steelhead 
harvested in the lake in recent 
years.  On a positive note, Jim indicated the results of the 2012-13 special Au Sable River creel 
survey showed that the return in the river was enough to justify stocking.  But 2012 was the best 
steelhead season on Lake Huron since 2001 so the question is what is the status currently?  
How are the steelhead doing at other stocking sites?   
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The steelhead harvest as 
mentioned above has 
declined and catch per effort 
is well below Atlantic 
salmon, which is a fish that 
we are still learning about.  
Even though only about 1/3 
as many Atlantic salmon are 
stocked as steelhead, the 
table to the right shows that 
the return in the Lake Huron 
offshore fishery for Atlantic 
salmon is about 3 times 
better than steelhead.  Also, 
considering the possibly that 
as many as ½ or more of the 
steelhead being caught 
offshore could be wild, then 
the stocked steelhead return 
is even much lower. 
 
Jim provided recommendations: 

1. The Salmon and Trout Plan objectives should promote steelhead fisheries in 
tributaries with public access and metrics for measuring success such as catch rate 
and angler use. 

2. Provide criteria for determining which tributaries should be chosen for stocking 
3. The return to creel of the open-lake fishery is the wrong metric for determining the 

success for steelhead 
4. Cease stocking steelhead in tributaries rated with low habitat quality and/or low 

public access 
5. Atlantic salmon may be better for the open lake fishery.  Replace steelhead with 

Atlantic salmon at sites where tributary fisheries are not the objective. 
6. Creel surveys on key tributaries are needed to determine the success of the 

steelhead fishery 
7. Mass marking should be used to determine the most cost-effective stocking sites, 

the amount of wild reproduction and verify the 2-3 ratio method of determining if a 
steelhead is wild. 

8. Also mark steelhead to study the impact of the stocking date along with stream 
temperatures to learn more about relative stocking success, and how that relates to 
stream conditions. 

9. Atlantic salmon stocked in streams with good public access and potential for 
reproduction can add diversity and excitement to steelhead rivers.  

10. Research early life history of steelhead and Atlantic salmon to better understand 
their movements and vulnerabilities to predation. 

11. Renew public resource depredation order for cormorant management. 
12. Additional, sustainable funding for fisheries research and management is needed! 

 
Comments and Questions 
 
Comparing shore and offshore anglers. Ed Retherford asked how catch rates are developed 
and can shore fishing and boat fishing effort be separated.  Jim said that data are recorded by 
the creel clerks and the information is available in a database. 
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Comments on timing of stocking. Discussion then centered on timing of stocking to maximize 
survival of stocked steelhead.  Jan VanAmberg mentioned that the hatcheries can adjust 
somewhat, but there is only a 5-week window for getting the fish stocked from all of the 
hatcheries.  He said that he have the opportunity to review proposed stocking windows and 
determine what the hatcheries can do to meet those windows.   
 
Where are steelhead doing well?  Lee Martin indicated that recently steelhead fishing in the 
Rifle River and the East Branch of the Au Gres River have been very good.  Perhaps because 
fish are stocked upstream, and these streams have fewer predators.  Atlantic salmon did well in 
the East Branch of the Au Gres River for 4 years after they were stocked in 2010, possibly for 
similar reasons.   
 
Randy Claramunt said the steelhead mass marking plan will continue for a total of 5 years and 
for that reason we should wait for the results to help better understand the situation prior to 
making changes.  Since the Au Sable River is the most heavily stocked site for steelhead by far, 
it would be a good target to study soon.  This could help determine if stocking success can be 
improved.  It would also be beneficial to monitor sites where the steelhead fishery is marginal to 
determine if it might be better to replace steelhead with Atlantic Salmon or even discontinue the 
plants.   
 
Jim Johnson said he can go through the list of recommendations to reduce, refine and 
prioritize, which will then be shared.  
 
Brief updates on cormorant control, and the status of seeking comments on the 
potential of opening a portion of Saginaw River to walleye fishing the entire year 
(Randy Claramunt). 
 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is asking for comments on their website 
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FWS-HQ-MB-2019-0103 for reestablishing protections 
for free swimming fish.  The deadline was March 9, 2020 but there are 1406 comments that 
were submitted that can still be viewed at the site.  Frank indicated that he was going to update 
the Committee’s letter that was sent to the Michigan’s Congressional Delegation and submit it 
to the website.  There were no objections. 
 
Randy Claramunt indicated that DNR has filed an opinion on draft management options.  The 
DNR is insisting that protecting free swimming fish must be included in the management 
options.  Randy emphasized that concerned anglers and interested parties must provide 
comments if we are to have any hope in directing cormorant management policies.  Applying a 
framework for cormorant management that is based in science is needed.  FWS has been 
allowing permits that do not include free swimming fish and that needs to be changed. The DNR 
has a quota to kill cormorants but it is only for State owned land where there is island vegetation 
damage and related problems. 
 
Manager and Law Enforcement updates 
 

• Lt. Mike Feagan, DNR Law Enforcement, indicated that Nick Torsky covered the 
points well that the Great Lake Law Enforcement Unit oversee. 

• Julie Shafto, DNR Fisheries Creel Clerk, indicated she will be starting her creel survey 
schedule fairly soon. 

• CPL. Nick Atkin, DNR Law Enforcement, urged those present to remember to report 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FWS-HQ-MB-2019-0103
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any observed violations to the RAP line.  Also, Special Notice, when boating or fishing 
if your equipment becomes entangled in a net or you notice that a net is not marked 
well, please report the GPS coordinates of the net and it will be investigated. 

• Lee Martin, DNR Fisheries Creel Clerk, has not heard about much activity on the 
Thunder Bay River this winter, but did hear of 1 big brown caught.  The Au Sable has 
not been great but is ok.  The Rifle River and East Branch of the Au Gres have been 
producing good steelhead fishing. 

• Todd Wills, DNR Lake St. Clair/Alpena Fisheries Research Stations, is dealing with 
the current high-water levels, and said both stations are planning a sand bagging effort 
to protect infrastructure (1200 sand bags for Alpena, 3000 for Lake St. Clair) 

• Robin DeBruyne. United States Geological Survey, Great Lakes Science Center, 
The plan is to have the fall 2019 prey fish reports ready for the Sea Grant workshops in 
the spring. Note: An attempt will be made to obtain the reports and then send them out. 

• Jan VanAmberg, DNR Fish Production Section, said there were excavators working 
on building ponds at Thompson, trying to catch up on time lost last year due to poor 
weather conditions. 

• Paul Stowe, DNR Fish Production Section, said the Atlantics are doing well. Splitting 
fish between Platte Hatchery and Harrietta Hatchery is going well.  Atlantics are healthy, 
with above average growth. There are close to 180,000 scheduled for Lake Huron, so 
the number is close to the target. The mild winter helps to increase the growth at Platte 
River Hatchery. 

• Addie Dutton, DNR Fisheries biologist at Bay City, Addie is one of 2 new biologists 
hired on January 13th, said they are working on the Saginaw Bay walleye/perch plan.  
Field season is beginning soon, with the plan is to tag 3000 walleye between the 
Tittabawassee and Kawkawlin Rivers, hopefully to be completed in 1 week. 

• Dave Borgeson, DNR Fisheries Northern Lake Huron Unit Manager, stated they had 
another successful sturgeon harvest season in Black Lake, with a record angler 
participation while remaining within harvest quota.  Staff have also been assessing effort 
on stocked inland trout lakes and constructing nets to prepare for the upcoming field 
season. 

• Randy Claramunt, DNR Fisheries Lake Huron Basin Coordinator, said that the 
Department may be moving forward with an auto renew option for fishing licenses that 
may be available next year.  This new system should be easier to use.  Randy stressed 
that on page 61 of the 2020 Fishing Guide there is an explanation of the do’s and don’ts 
of cleaning a boat and trailer along with removing drain plugs when trailering.  This link 
will take you to the Fishing Guide 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/FishingGuide2020_684742_7.pdf.  Ed Eisch 
and Aaron Switzer weren’t able to attend the meeting because they were dealing with 
the installation of solar energy panels at the hatcheries.  Randy also said that the Lake 
Huron Basin will be conducting a coffee and conversation webinar on May 7th.   

 
Frank thanked Bryan Darland and Jays for hosting the meeting. 
 

3:00 Adjourn. 

Important Note: the upcoming Lake Huron Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee 
meeting scheduled for Monday May 11, 2020 has been cancelled because of the COVID-19 virus 
and we will keep you updated as soon as we know the status of the August 11 and October 12 
scheduled meetings.  If the August meeting cannot be held onsite, we will consider having an 
online meeting. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/FishingGuide2020_684742_7.pdf

