
Chapter V 
State Parks and Recreation Areas 

5.1 State parks and recreation areas, certain conduct prohibited. 
Order 5.1  A person shall not do any of the following in any state park or recreation area: 

(1) Have more than 1 horse for each registered camper at any designated horsemen’s campground without first 
obtaining proper written permission from the department. 

(2) Operate an unlicensed, wheeled motorized device capable of transporting a person on a park road or parking 
lot, unless otherwise permitted by posted notice.  Use of such devices shall be permitted for individuals with 
mobility impairments.  

History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 10, 1995, Post Oct. 23, 1995; Am. 16, 2007, Post Oct. 12, 2007; Am. 6, 2013, Post Feb. 11, 2013; Am. 8, 2014; Post Aug 19, 
2014. 

5.2 Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages in certain state parks and recreation areas, prohibited 
conduct. 
 
Order 5.2 A person shall not do any of the following:  
 
(1) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within the following described locations from April 1 through labor 
day, without written authorization of the park manager: 
 
(a) Fort custer RA - entire park. 
 
(b) Holly RA - day-use areas south of McGinnis road. 
 
(c) Island lake RA - day-use areas of the park. 
 
(d) Seven lakes SP - entire park. 
 
(e) Maybury SP - entire park. 
 
(2) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within the following described locations from April 1 through 
September 30, without written authorization of the park manager: 
 
(a) Brighton RA - bishop lake day-use area. 
 
(b) Pinckney RA - silver lake and halfmoon lake units. 
 
(c) Sterling SP - day-use areas of the park. 
 
(d) Metamora-Hadley RA - day-use areas of the park. 
 
(e) Ortonville RA - big fish lake day-use area. 
 
(f) Proud lake RA –all state-owned lands in section 18, T2N, R8E, Oakland county.  
 
(3) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within the following described areas from April 15 through June 15: 
 
(a) Muskegon SP - channel and Lake Michigan campgrounds. 
 
(4) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within the following described locations from April 15 through labor 
day: 
 



(a) P. J. Hoffmaster SP - campground. 
 
(b) Van Buren SP - day-use and beach area. 
 
(c) Muskegon SP - entire park except the campgrounds that are regulated pursuant to subsection (4). 
 
(d) Waterloo RA - portage lake unit campground and day-use area. 
 
(e) Yankee springs RA - gun lake day-use area. 
 
(5) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within the following described locations from May 15 through June 
10: 
 
(a) Silver lake SP - entire park. 
 
(6) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within the following described locations from March 1 through 
September 30: 
 
(a) Grand Mere SP - entire park. 
 
(b) Warren dunes SP - entire park. 
 
(7) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage at any time within the following described locations: 
 
(a) Bay city SP - entire park except for registered campers in the campground. 
 
(b) Dodge #4 SP - entire park. 
 
(c) Grand haven SP - entire park, without written authorization of the park manager. 
 
(d) Holland SP - entire park. 
 
(e) Pontiac lake RA - All state-owned lands in section 18, T3N R9E, and sections 12 and 13, T3N R8E, without 
written authorization of the park manager. 
 
(f) Yankee springs RA – Deep lake campground, mountain bike parking lot, and boating access site 8-18, T3N, 
R10W, section 26, Barry county. 
 
(g) William G. Milliken SP and Harbor – state managed lands, without written authorization of the park manager.  
 
(8) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage within McLain SP on the day in the month of September proclaimed 
by the official organizing body, and commonly referred to, as "K-Day" (Keweenaw Day). 
 
(9) Possess open intoxicants, without written authorization of the department 
 
(a) Belle isle SP 

History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 14, 1994, Post Sept. 1, 1994; Am. 3, 1995, Post Apr. 1, 1995.; Am. 5, 1996, Post Apr. 1, 1996; Am. 15, 196, Post Aug. 2, 1996; 
Am. 9, 1997, Post May 9, 1997; Am.. 2, 1999, Post Apr. 1, 1999; Am. 1, 2000, Post Apr. 1, 2000; Am. 13, 2007, Post July 2, 2007; Am. 19, 2009, Post Oct. 22, 2009; 
Am. 10, 2012, Post Aug. 2, 2012; Am. 5, 2014, Post Feb. 19, 2014. 

5.3 Repealed. Am. 8, 2002, Apr. 13, 2002 
Publisher’s Note:  The repealed order pertained to use of bicycles at state parks and recreation areas. 

5.4 Watercraft use in certain state parks, prohibited conduct. 
Order 5.4 A person shall not do the following: 



(1) Operate a vessel in excess of a slow, no-wake speed on any of the following described waters: 

(a) Bald mountain RA - upper trout lake and lower trout lake. 

(b) Brighton RA - Chilson pond. 

(c) Fort Custer RA - Jackson lake; Lawler lake; Whitford lake; eagle lake. 

(d) Island lake RA - trout lake. 

(e) Metamora-Hadley RA - lake Minnewanna. 

(f) Ionia RA - sessions lake. 

(g) Holly RA - wildwood lake and valley lake. 

(h) Seven lakes SP - big seven lake; Dickinson lake; little seven lake; spring lake; mud lake; and sand lake. 

(i) Grand Mere SP - middle lake and south lake. 

(j) Sleepy hollow SP -Lake Ovid. 

(2) Operate a vessel powered by any motor, except an electric motor, on any of the following described waters: 

(a) Waterloo RA - mill lake. 

(3) Launch, retrieve, or assist in either of these activities of any vessel powered by any motor, except a vessel 
powered only by an electric motor.    

(a) South Higgins lake SP –  Marl lake 
History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 4, 1993, Post Sept. 1, 1993; Am. 6, 2006, Post Dec. 8, 2006. 

5.5 Repealed.  Am. 2, 1996, Eff. April 1, 1996.  
Publisher’s Note:  The repealed order pertained to visitors in certain campgrounds, prohibited conduct. 

5.6  Repealed.  Am. 3, 1994, Eff. April 1, 1994. 
Publishers Note: The repealed order defined a hunting, fishing, or fur harvester's license as proper written permission for entry into day use area. 

5.7 Certain environmentally sensitive and piping plover nesting areas, prohibited conduct, 
exceptions. 

Order 5.7 (1) A person shall not do any of the following: 

(a) Enter, use, or occupy without proper written permission that portion of Fayette SP located in section 24, T38N 
R20W, Delta county.  

(b) Enter, use, or occupy any of the following described state-owned lands, as posted, from April 15 through 
August 31 except with proper written permission: 

(i) Cheboygan SP - state-owned lands in sections 22-23, and 27, T38N R1W, Cheboygan county. 

(ii) Fisherman’s island SP - state-owned lands in sections 29, and 31-32, T34N R8W; section 6, T33N R8W; and 
sections 1, 14, 22-23, and 27, T33N R9W, Charlevoix county. 

(iii) Hoffmaster SP – state-owned lands in sections 25 and 36, T9N R17W, Muskegon county; section 1, T8N 
R17W, Ottawa county. 



(iv) Leelanau SP - state-owned lands in section 6, T32N R10W, and sections 12-14, T32N R11W, Leelanau 
county. 

(v) Ludington SP - state-owned lands in sections 5-7, 18-19, 29-30, and 32, T19N R18W, Mason county. 

(vi) Muskallonge lake SP - state-owned lands in sections 1-2, T49N R11W, Luce county. 

(vii) Muskegon SP - state-owned lands in sections 17, 20-21, and 28-29, T10N R17W, Muskegon county.  

(viii) Negwegon SP - state-owned lands in sections 2, and 11-12, T28N R9E, Alcona county.  

(ix) P.H. Hoeft SP - state-owned lands in section 31, T36N R5E, Presque isle county.  

(x) Tawas point SP - state-owned lands in section 34, T22N R8E, and section 3, T21N R8E, Iosco county. 

(xi) Thompson's harbor SP - state-owned lands in sections 6-12, and 15, T34N R7E, Presque isle county. 

(xii) Wilderness SP – state-owned lands in section 30, T39N R4W; sections 19-21, 23-27, 29-30, and 32, T39N 
R5W; sections 15-17, 19-24, and 32, T39N R6W; and sections 5, 7-8, and 18, T38N R5W; and section 13, T38N 
R6W, Emmet county. 

(xiii) South fox island – state-owned lands in sections 16 and 21, T34N R13W, Leelanau county. 

(xiv) Silver lake SP – state-owned lands in sections 13, 24, 25, 26, 35, and 36, T15N, R19W, and sections 18, 19, 
and 30, T15N, R18W, Oceana county. 

(c) Possess a dog or allow a dog to enter into or upon state-owned lands, as posted, from April 15 through August 
31 at Waugoshance point, Sturgeon bay, Leelanau SP, or Fisherman’s island SP, being all or portions of sections 23, 
24, and the Temperance islands, T39N R6W; sections 19-21, 29-30, and 32, T39N R5W; section 13, T38N R6W; 
sections 5, 7-8, and 18, T38N R5W; and sections 33 and 34, T38N R6W; Emmet county; section 1, T33N R9W, 
Charlevoix county; and sections 7 and 13, T32N R11W, Leelanau county. 

(d) Possess a dog or allow a dog to enter into or upon state-owned lands, as posted, at any time in the nature trail 
or beach areas of Tawas point SP, T22N R8E, Iosco county. 

(2) This order is provided to protect environmentally sensitive areas and piping plover nesting areas from 
disturbance and destruction. 

History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 8, 1994, Post May 26, 1994; Am. 2, 1997, Post May 9, 1997; Am. 5, 2000, Post Apr. 1, 2000; Am. 4, 2001, Post Mar. 8, 2001; 
Am. 9, 2002, Post Apr. 15, 2002; Am. 2, 2004, Post Mar. 6, 2004; Am. 4, 2010, Post June 4, 2010. 

5.8 Hang gliders in Warren dunes state park, conditions for use, permit, prohibited conduct. 
Order 5.8 A person shall not possess or fly a hang glider in Warren dunes SP except under the following 

conditions: 

(1) A person desiring to hang glide must possess a valid United States hang gliding association (USHGA) 
proficiency rating card and a Warren dunes SP hang glider permit, except for students under the instruction and 
direct supervision of a USHGA certified instructor.  The established fee for the permit shall be paid. 

(2) USHGA certified instructors may utilize the area for student instructions only after they have obtained a 
Warren dunes SP instructor permit and paid the established fee.  Instruction shall be in the designated instruction 
zone only. 

(3) Persons hang gliding shall have in possession and produce upon demand of the park staff, personal 
identification, USHGA rating card, and a valid department permit. 



(4) Hang gliding will be permitted only in designated zones and hang gliding proficiency will determine allowable 
zone.  It is unlawful to launch from a zone with a higher rating than the pilot has attained. 

(5) All pilots shall wear safety helmets while flying. 

(6) All accidents resulting in injury or property damages shall be reported to park staff. 

(7) No motorized hang gliding will be permitted in the park. 

(8) No competitive or spectator events will be allowed without prior written permission. 

(9) The park manager may close the park to hang gliding for the day, or portions thereof, if in the opinion of the 
park manager weather conditions, conflicting public use, or other circumstances develop which may cause a serious 
hazard to people or property. 

History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993 

5.9 Off-road vehicles, Silver lake state park ORV area, conditions for use, prohibited conduct. 
Order 5.9 A person shall not do any of the following on all state lands of Silver lake SP posted as the ORV area, 

Oceana county:  

(1) Operate an ORV from November 1 through March 31. 

(2) Operate an ORV from April 1 through April 30 between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

(3) Operate an ORV from May 1 through September 15 between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

(4) Operate an ORV from September 16 through October 31 between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

(5) Operate any motor vehicle with four or more wheels that does not contain a seat and individual seat belt for 
each occupant of that vehicle. Those vehicles with automotive-type seating and fewer than four wheels shall be 
equipped with a seat belt for each occupant. Vehicle operators shall comply with the provisions of the Michigan 
child passenger safety law, MCL 257.710d, and all of the following provisions: 

(a) Seat belts shall be in use by all occupants while the vehicle is in operation. 

(b) An approved automotive manufactured restraining device, such as a lap belt or three- or four-point harness, is 
an acceptable seat belt. 

(c) Seat belts and restraining devices, other than factory installed, shall be secured by bolting to the vehicle floor, 
frame, or roll bar. 

(d) Any vehicle on which the operator straddles the seat, such as a motorcycle or an all-terrain vehicle (ATV), will 
be limited to the operator only as the sole occupant and no seat belt will be required. 

(6) Operate a vehicle requiring seat belts where an occupant in the rear seat is not protected by a roll bar located 
immediately behind the occupant's seat as described in subsection (8) unless the rear seat occupants are wearing a 
safety approved for automotive use (A.N.S.I. or equal) helmet. The operator or occupant of a vehicle not required to 
meet seat belt specifications shall wear a safety helmet approved for automotive use (A.N.S.I. or equal) and 
protective eyewear. 

(7) Operate a vehicle requiring seat belts without a warning flag mounted and extending over the front-most 
portion of the vehicle. Vehicles not requiring seat belts shall mount the warning flag on the rear of the vehicle.  
Vehicle operators shall comply with all of the following requirements: 



(a) The warning flag shall be mounted on a staff that is securely bolted, welded, or secured to the vehicle. The 
warning flag shall maintain a minimum 10-foot height at standstill and a minimum 8-foot height under motion. 

(b) The warning flag shall be mounted on the top-most end of the staff. The flag shall be rectangular, international 
orange in color, solid material, with a minimum length on the supporting side of five inches and a minimum length 
on the base side of 10 inches. 

(8) Operate a vehicle requiring seat belts that is not equipped with an integral steel roof, or roll bar located 
immediately behind the operator, or roll cage, capable of supporting the weight of the vehicle. The operator and 
occupants of a vehicle without a full front windshield shall wear protective eyewear.  The operator of a vehicle 
equipped with a roll bar shall comply with all the following requirements: 

(a) The roll bar shall be welded or bolted to the floor or frame of the vehicle. 

(b) The roll bar shall be braced in such a manner as to prevent collapse. 

(c) The roll bar shall have clearance above, behind, and outside each seated occupant in the vehicle. 

(9) Fail to submit to any of the following tests, or operate any vehicle that does not comply with all of the 
following: 

(a) Vehicles shall be equipped with a muffler and spark arrester containing baffles, shall meet the muffler and 
spark arrester requirements specified in subsection (g) of section 81133 of Part 811, Off-Road Recreational 
Vehicles, Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81133(g), and shall 
successfully pass a muffler and spark arrester baffle test. 

(b) A maximum noise level of 94 dB(A), or the current EPA emissions limit, shall be met.  The testing provisions 
of current SAE J 1287, June 93 standard for ATV and motorcycle vehicles and SAE J 1169, March 93 for all other 
vehicles shall be followed and all vehicles shall pass a stationary sound level test.  The stationary sound level test 
shall be administered from a 0.5 meter (19.69 inches) distance at one-half the engine’s maximum rated RPM and as 
further described by current testing provisions for the particular vehicle. 

(10) Operate any vehicle at any time without possessing a valid unrestricted operator's or chauffeur's license, 
except as follows: 

 (a) A person at least 12 years of age with an ORV safety certificate issued by this State or another state or a 
province of Canada may operate either an ATV or motorcycle with direct visual supervision by an adult.  The direct 
supervision shall not be impaired by distance and must allow the adult the ability to direct the youth’s actions by 
verbal communications.  Electronic amplification of verbal communications shall not be used. 

(b) An adult shall not allow an unlicensed youth to operate an ORV. 

(c) An ORV operator licensed under a level two graduated driver’s license shall only operate under the provisions 
of that license.   

(11) Operate any type of vehicle and fail to present an operator's or chauffeur's license or ORV safety training 
certificate upon the demand of any law enforcement officer or state park personnel. 

(12) Enter or use the ORV area without complying with all posted regulatory, zoning, or directional signs, or 
operate a vehicle except in the directional pattern established and marked within the ORV area. 

(13) Enter or use the ORV Area without obtaining and displaying a valid ORV area parking lot voucher or dune 
ready voucher at any time when such requirement is posted. 



(14) Operate any vehicle while towing a contrivance other than a disabled vehicle or trailer, or tow a vehicle or 
trailer on other than the designated parking lot or paved entrance road without first obtaining proper written 
permission from the department.  Passengers shall not occupy any trailer or disabled vehicle while it is being towed. 

(15) Drive or operate any motor driven vehicle at speeds exceeding posted speed limits or perform exhibition-type 
driving within the parking area or entrance road/ramp to the ORV area, or the defined speed zone along the Lake 
Michigan shoreline.  Exhibition-type driving means performing wheelies, spinning tires, cutting circles, jump starts, 
or other erratic or irresponsible or careless driving. 

(16) Possess or consume an alcoholic beverage at any time in the ORV area, ORV voucher center area, or any 
area extending one-quarter of a mile from the boundary of the ORV area. 

(17) To leave a vehicle, trailer, or other equipment or contrivance unattended in the ORV voucher center area at 
any time without first obtaining written permission from the Department. 

(18) Operate an ORV that is not titled.  

(19) Operate a remote-controlled device within the ORV area. 
History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 6. 1994, Post May 15, 1994; Am. 4, 1995, Post Apr. 1, 1995; Am. 4, 2000, Post Apr. 1, 2000; Am. 2, Post Apr. 13, 2002; Am. 5, 

2005, Post Mar. 11, 2005; Am 2, 2013, Post Feb. 11, 2013. 

5.10 Shooting ranges at state parks and recreation areas, designation by director; prohibited 
conduct at certain ranges. 

Order 5.10 (1) The following are designated shooting ranges: 

(a) Algonac SP shooting range, St. Clair county. 

(b) Bald mountain RA shooting range, Oakland county. 

(c) Ortonville RA shooting range, Lapeer county. 

(d) Pontiac lake RA shooting range, Oakland county. 

(e) Island lake RA shooting range, Oakland county. 

(2) A designated shooting range is established at the gravel pit on Bush road near the mill lake outdoor center in 
the Waterloo RA, Lyndon township, Washtenaw county.  In addition to other provisions regulating the use of 
shooting ranges on state owned lands, a person shall not do the following on the shooting range designated in this 
subsection: 

(a) Possess, subject to section 504, subsection (3), of Part 5, as amended, Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, MCL 324.504, or discharge any firearm except for a muzzleloading, black powder rifle or shotgun, 
.22 caliber rimfire rifle, or a shotgun with only skeet or trap loads. 

 (b) Use the designated shooting range except for certified hunter-safety instructors while teaching classes and 
school age youth using the mill lake outdoor center while under the immediate supervision of a certified 
hunter-safety instructor. 

(3) A designated shooting range is established in the SW 1/4 of section 36, T25N, R4W, Crawford county, at the 
Ralph A MacMullan conference center.  In addition to other provisions regulating the use of shooting ranges on state 
owned lands, a person shall not discharge a firearm at the shooting range designated in this subsection unless each of 
the following conditions are met: 

(a) A range use permit has been issued by the manager of the Ralph A. MacMullan conference center. 



(b) The person is a law enforcement officer, a student with a certified law enforcement officer training institution, 
or a member of a conference center group having firearms instruction as part of their agenda. 

History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am 7, 1995, Post Sept. 1, 1995; Am. 3, 1999, Post Apr. 1, 1999; Am. 8, 2000, Post. Sept. 1, 2000; Am. 2, 2005, Post Mar. 11, 2005. 

5.11 Grand Mere state park, possession and discharge of certain firearms prohibited. 
Order 5.11 A person shall not discharge a rifle or handgun within the boundary of Grand Mere SP. 
History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 12, 1994, Post Sept. 1, 1994; Am. 21, 1994, Eff,. Oct. 1, 1994; Am. 10, 1999, Post Sept. 10, 1999; Am. 2, 2005, Post Mar. 11, 

2005; Am. 7, 2013, Post Feb. 11, 2013. 

5.12 Certain state parks and recreation areas, requirements for use, certain conduct prohibited. 
Order 5.12. The following conduct shall apply to use of Michigan state parks and recreation areas: 
Fayette state park, certain conduct prohibited. 
(1) A person shall not do the following at Fayette SP located in Delta county: 
(a) Dive, swim, water ski, skin or scuba dive, or attempt to dive, swim, water ski, skin or scuba dive from any vessel 
operating within or moored to the docks or piling or anchored to the bottomlands of snail shell harbor, Fayette SP, 
Delta county, without written permission of an authorized representative of the department. 
(b) Enter or occupy the face of the limestone cliffs in section 33, T39N R19W, and section 4, T38N R19W. 
 
Palms book state park, prohibited conduct. 
(2) A person shall not do any of the following at palms book SP: 
(a) Swim, bathe, skin or scuba dive, fish, or boat in the big spring, Kitchitikipi, palms book SP. 
(b) Use the department owned raft on the big spring for anything other than viewing. 
 
Island lake recreation area, conduct prohibited. 
(3) A person shall not do the following at the island lake RA: 
(a) Operate a vessel powered by a motor on the waters of spring mill pond. 
 
Sterling state park, conduct prohibited. 
(4) A person shall not do the following at Sterling SP: 
(a) Launch or attempt to launch a vessel equipped with an inboard or outboard motor, except an electric motor, into 
the waters of the south lagoon from any state-owned lands lying south of the centerline of the park entrance road. 
 
Pontiac lake recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(5) A person shall not do any of the following at the Pontiac lake RA: 
(a) Possess or fly a hang glider on any state-owned lands within the Pontiac lake RA. 
(b) Enter into a pen area or buffer zone around a pen area established by the department from June 10 to July 15 for 
the temporary holding of geese. This prohibition shall not apply to a person issued a written permit by the district 
wildlife supervisor allowing entry into the area. 
 
Ludington state park, prohibited conduct. 
(6) A person shall not do the following at Ludington SP: 
(a) Park a vehicle of any type between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m. in the parking areas adjacent to 
highway M-116 from the south limit of the park to the bridge over big Sable river. 
 
South Higgins lake state park, prohibited conduct. 
(7) A person shall not do the following at south Higgins lake SP: 
(a) Park or leave a motor vehicle in the day use area of south Higgins lake SP between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 
8:00 a.m. without written permission from a representative of the department. 
(b) Leave a trailer unattached to a vehicle in the boat launch parking lot. 
(c) Park a vehicle without boat trailer attached, or a vehicle not being used to transport a boat, in the boat launch 
parking lot. 
(d) A person shall not leave a vessel unattended, moored to access piers, in boat basin, beached along shoreline, or 
anchored to riparian bottomlands between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., without prior written approval 
from an authorized representative of the department. 
 
Pinckney recreation area, prohibited conduct. 



(8) A person shall not do the following at the Pinckney RA: 
(a) Use any state-owned lands in the S ½ of the S ½ of section 23, T1S R3E, for the purpose of launching or 
attempting to launch onto the waters of Island lake, any watercraft equipped with an inboard or outboard motor. 
(b) Consume or possess any alcoholic beverage within ¼ mile surrounding and including the parking lot at Pickerel 
lake, section 8, T1S R4E, as posted. 
(c) Launch or attempt to launch a vessel equipped with an inboard or outboard motor, except an electric motor, onto 
the waters of Pickerel lake, section 8, T1S R4E. 
Silver lake state park, prohibited conduct. 
(9) A person shall not do any of the following within Silver lake SP without first obtaining proper written 
permission from the department: 
(a) Store, leave, park or otherwise place any boat, fish shanty, vehicle, bicycle, equipment, tool, device or other 
property which is at any time during its presence in the park made available for rent, lease, or sale. 
(b) Use or occupy any land or water within the park to solicit, conduct, operate, engage in, or maintain a business of 
any nature or use such areas as a base of commercial operations. For purposes of this order, "base of operations" 
means a use of lands or waters which is a principal or significant aspect of any commercial activity. 
 
Porcupine mountains wilderness state park, prohibited conduct. 
(10) A person shall not do any of the following in the Porcupine mountains wilderness SP without first obtaining 
proper written permission from the department: 
(a) Feed a bear or lure any bear with food. This provision does not apply to the lawful baiting of bear as described in 
orders issued pursuant to part 401, wildlife conservation, of Act 451 of 1994. 
(b) Operate a snowmobile off the designated snowmobile route. 
 
Waterloo recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(11) A person shall not do the following at the Waterloo RA: 
(a) Enter into a pen area or buffer zone around a pen area established by the department from June 10 to July 15 for 
the temporary holding of geese. This prohibition shall not apply to a person issued a written permit by the district 
wildlife supervisor allowing entry into the area. 
 
Fort Custer recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(12) A person shall not do the following at the fort Custer RA: 
(a) Excavate, dig or probe the grounds, or remove ordnance without written permission. 
(b) Operate a snowmobile off the designated snowmobile route. 
 
Grand Haven state park campground, prohibited conduct. 
(13) A person shall not do the following at Grand Haven SP: 
(a) Place or allow a recreational camping unit under their control to be placed front-first upon a campsite in the 
Grand Haven SP campground. The tongue of a trailer or front of a self-propelled camping unit shall face the 
roadway. 
(b) A person, including a person’s camping unit, shall not remain for more than 15 nights in any 20 night period 
from May 15 through September 15 without the written permission of the district supervisor. 
 
Holland state park, prohibited conduct. 
(14) A person shall not possess or use furniture designed or intended for indoor use within Holland SP from May 15 
to July 15 unless the furniture is enclosed within a camping shelter. Furniture that is designed or intended for indoor 
use and is placed outside of a camping shelter may be removed at the discretion of the park manager. 
 
Sanilac petroglyphs historic state park, prohibited conduct. 
(15) A person shall not do any of the following at the Sanilac petroglyphs historic SP: 
(a) Enter into the fenced area containing the petroglyph rock when the entry gate is closed. 
(b) Walk upon or otherwise come into contact with the petroglyph rock within the fenced area. 
 
Ionia recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(16) A person that has been issued a campsite permit shall not possess or allow to be possessed upon the campsite 
more than 4 animals other than horses by all members of the camping party combined. 
 



Seven lakes state park, prohibited conduct. 
(17) A person shall not operate a snowmobile, or other motorized snow contrivance without written permission from 
an authorized representative of the department. 
 
Port Crescent state park, prohibited conduct. 
(18) With the exception of accessing Saginaw bay via the campground, a person shall not operate a snowmobile, or 
other motorized snow contrivance without written permission from an authorized representative of the department. 
 
Holly recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(19) A person shall not operate a snowmobile or other motorized snow contrivance outside an area bordered by 
McGinnis road to the north, Wildwood road to the east and Dixie highway to the south, without written permission 
from an authorized representative of the department. 
 
Algonac state park campground, prohibited conduct. 
(20) A person shall not place or allow a recreational camping unit under their control to be positioned horizontal to 
the park’s roadways in the riverfront campground. The tongue of a trailer or front or rear of a self-propelled camping 
unit shall face the park’s roadway, and all camping units must be parked on pads where they exist. 
 
Bay City state recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(21) Operate a snowmobile off the designated snowmobile route. 
 
Rockport state recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(22) Operate a snowmobile in sections 13, 24, 25, 26, and the north 750 feet of sections 35 and 36, T33N, R08E, 
except along the 100-foot wide utility line corridor that parallels the Lake Huron shoreline; section 36, T33N, R08E 
and section 31, T33N, R09E east of the old railroad corridor that parallels the Lake Huron shoreline; the east half of 
the northeast quarter of section 12, the south half of section 12, and section 13, T32N, R08E; the south 600 feet of 
the southwest quarter of section 6, the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section 8, the northwest quarter 
and the south half of section 7, T32N, R09E, except a designated corridor extending from Rockport Road south 
through section 7; and all state land on Middle Island, sections 3, 4, 9, and 10, T32N, R09E. 
 
Lime island state recreation area, prohibited conduct. 
(23) Enter, use, occupy, moor, or dock onto, the southern half of the Lime Island coal dock, as posted, lying within 
T43N, R03E, Section 26 and T42N, R03E, section 35 between May 1 and September 1, except that boats may be 
moored on the eastern side of the entire coal dock for safety during high seas and storm events. 
 
Belle Isle park, prohibited conduct. 
(24) A person shall not do any of the following at Belle Isle Park. 
(a) Enter and remain or park a vehicle of any type on the premises of the Belle Isle Park, between the hours of 10:00 
p.m. and 5:00 a.m., without permission of the department. 
(b) Erect a canopy larger than 9 feet by 9 feet, and have more than 2 canopies per group unless with written 
permission of the department. 
(c) Erect a canopy that is not open on two sides of the structure. 
(d) Erect a canopy unless someone of 21 years of age or older is supervising. 
(e) Skate, bicycle or use any similar contrivances on buildings or structures not otherwise developed for this 
purpose. 
(f) Feed geese, gulls, and other bird species. 
(g) Possess a grill of any type in and around playscapes, giant slides or next to buildings 
(h) Operate a snowmobile, or other motorized snow contrivance without written permission from an authorized 
representative of the department. 
 
Watkins Lake state park and county preserve, prohibited conduct.  
(25) Annually from September 1 through January 1 and from February 15 through May 15, a person shall not enter 
or take any animals from Watkins Lake and the state-owned lands surrounding, unless authorized in writing by the 
Department, specifically being the SE 1/4, the SE 1/4 of the NE 1/4, and the S 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
section 13, T04S R02E, within Watkins Lake state park and county preserve; except Arnold road and the associated 
upland roadside edge shall remain open to entry. 



 
History: Iss. Sept. 17, 1993; Am. 1. 1994, Post Apr. 1, 1994; Am. 6. 1994, Post May 15, 1994; Am. 15, 1994, Post Sept. 1, 1994; Am. 13, 1996, Post May 1, 1996; 

Am. 10, 1997, Post May 9, 1997; Am. 4, 1999, Post Apr. 1, 1999; Am. 2, 2000, Post Apr. 1, 2000; Am. 9, 2000, Post. Sept. 1, 2000; Am. 5, 2001, Post Mar. 8, 2001; 
Am. 2, 2003, Post Apr. 12, 2003; Am. 3, 2003, Post May 10, 2003; Am. 3, 2005, Post Apr. 8, 2005; Am. 7, 2005, Post Aug. 12, 2005; Am. 9, 2007, Post June 8, 2007; 
Am. 10, 2007, Post July 13, 2007; Am. 15, 2007, Post Sept. 14, 2007: Am. 14, 2008, Post Dec. 5, 2008; Am. 4, 2009, Post July 10, 2009; Am. 4, 2009, Post July 10, 
2009; Am. 4, 2012, Post Jul 13, 2012; Am. 3, 4, and 5, 2013, Post Feb. 11, 2013; Am. 5, 2014, Post Feb. 19, 2014; Am. 10, 2014, Post June 11, 2014; Am. 7, 2015, 
Post Dec. 14, 2015.; Am 2, 2017, Post Jan. 17, 2017. 

5.13  Repealed.  Am. 17, 1996, Eff. Sept. 1, 1996 
Publishers Note: The repealed order prohibited entry to portions of white pine trail state park; Osceola, Mecosta, Montcalm, and Kent Counties.. 

5.14  Repealed.  Am. 10, 1997, Eff. April 1, 1997. 
Publishers Note: The repealed order prohibited entry upon the Van buren SP rail trail in Van Buren  county. 

5.15 Certain state-owned lands, Leelanau county, possession and discharge of firearms prohibited. 
Order 5.15 A person shall not do the following upon the described state-owned lands, Leelanau County: 

(1) Discharge a firearm of any type on that portion of South Fox Island being south of a line beginning at the west 
shore of the island and running east along the east-west quarter line of section 16, T34N R13W, and continuing east 
along the east-west quarter line of section 15, T34N R13W to the point at which the line intersects the shoreline on 
the east side of the island. 

History: Iss. Sept. 21, 2001; Am. 19. 2001, Post Sept. 21, 2001; Am. 2, 2005, Post Mar. 11, 2005; Am. 7, 2013, Post Feb. 11, 2013. 

5.16 Repealed.  Am. 1, 2014, Eff. February 19, 2014. 
Publisher’s Note:  The repealed order, motor vehicle permits, was replaced with the Recreation Passport under MCL324.74120. 

 
5.16a Entry, use and occupancy of certain state parks, recreation areas and scenic sites, prohibited 
conduct. 
Order 5.16a (1) A person shall not do any of the following: 
 
(a) Enter any of the following state-owned lands with a motor vehicle unless a valid Michigan recreation passport 
has been purchased and affixed to the vehicle: 
 
(1) Agate falls scenic site, Ontonagon county. 
 
(2) Algonac SP, St. Clair county. 
 
(3) Aloha SP, Cheboygan county. 
 
(4) Bald mountain RA, Oakland county. 
 
(5) Baraga SP, except off-road recreation vehicles regulated under Part 811 of 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81101 to 
324.81150, Baraga county. 
 
(6) Bass river RA, recreation area lands located in sections 1 and 12, T7N, R15W, in Robinson township; and in 
sections 7 and 8, T7N, R14W in Allendale township north and west of bass river and SW of grand river, Ottawa 
county. 
 
(7) Bay city RA, Bay county. 
 
(8) Belle Isle SP, Wayne county. 
 
(9) Bewabic SP, Iron county. 
 
(10) Bond falls scenic site, Ontonagon county. 
 
(11) Brighton RA, Livingston county. 



 
(12) Brimley SP, Chippewa county. 
 
(13) Burt lake SP, Cheboygan county. 
 
(14) Cambridge Junction Historic State Park, Lenawee county. 
 
(15) Cheboygan SP, Cheboygan county. 
 
(16) Clear lake SP, except off-road recreation vehicles regulated under Part 811 of 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81101 
to 324.81150, Montmorency county. 
 
(17) Coldwater lake SP, Branch county. 
 
(18) Craig lake SP, all state park designated lands located in sections 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 28, 27, 26, 25, 21, 22, 23 
and 24, T49N, R31W, Baraga county. 
 
(19) Dodge #4 SP, Oakland county. 
 
(20) Duck lake SP, Muskegon county. 
 
(21) Fayette SP, Delta county. 
 
(22) Fort Custer RA, Kalamazoo county. 
 
(23) Fort Wilkins SP, Keweenaw county. 
 
(24) Fisherman’s island SP, Charlevoix county. 
 
(25) Grand haven SP, Ottawa county. 
 
(26) Grand Mere SP, Berrien county. 
 
(27) Harrisville SP, Alcona county. 
 
(28) Hartwick pines SP, Crawford county. 
 
(29) Hayes SP, Jackson, Lenawee, and Washtenaw counties. 
 
(30) Highland RA, Oakland county. 
 
(31) Hoeft SP, Presque isle county 
 
(32) Hoffmaster SP, Ottawa and Muskegon counties. 
 
(33) Holland SP, Ottawa county. 
 
(34) Holly RA, all recreation area land in sections 20, 21, 27, 28, 29, 32, and 33 T5N, R8E north and east of 
highway M-54 (Dixie highway), west of Wildwood road and south of grange hall road. Recreation area land in 
sections 13, 14, 23, 24, 25 (remote control aircraft flying field only) and 26 (north of grange hall road only), T5N, 
R7E west of I-75, Oakland county. 
 
(35) Indian lake SP, Schoolcraft county. 
 
(36) Interlochen SP, Grand Traverse county. 
 



(37) Ionia RA, Ionia county. 
 
(38) Island lake RA, Oakland and Livingston counties. 
 
(39) Keith J. Charters Traverse City SP, Grand Traverse county. 
 
(40) Lake Gogebic SP, Gogebic county. 
 
(41) Lake Hudson RA, Lenawee county. 
 
(42) Lakeport SP, St. Clair county. 
 
(43) Laughing whitefish falls scenic site, Alger county. 
 
(44) Leelanau SP, Leelanau county. 
 
(45) Lime Island RA, Chippewa county. 
 
(46) Ludington SP, Mason county. 
 
(47) Maybury SP, Wayne county. 
 
(48) McLain SP, Houghton county. 
 
(49) Mears SP, Oceana county. 
 
(50) Menominee river RA, Menominee county. 
 
(51) Metamora-Hadley RA, Lapeer county. 
 
(52) Mitchell SP, Wexford county. 
 
(53) Muskallonge lake SP, except off-road recreation vehicles regulated under part 811 of 1994 PA 451, MCL 
324.81101 to 324.81150, Luce county. 
 
(54) Muskegon SP, Muskegon county. 
 
(55) Newaygo SP, Newaygo county. 
 
(56) Negwegon SP, Alcona and Alpena counties. 
 
(57) North Higgins lake SP, Crawford county. 
 
(58) Onaway SP, Presque isle county. 
 
(59) Orchard beach SP, Manistee county. 
 
(60) Ortonville RA, Oakland and Lapeer counties. 
 
(61) Otsego lake SP, Otsego county. 
. 
(62) Palms book SP, Schoolcraft county. 
 
(63) Petoskey SP, Emmet county. 
 
(64) Pinckney RA, Washtenaw and Livingston counties. 



 
(65) Pontiac lake RA, Oakland county. 
 
(66) Porcupine mountains wilderness SP, Ontonagon and Gogebic counties. 
 
(67) Port crescent SP, Huron county. 
 
(68) Proud lake RA, Oakland county. 
 
(69) Rifle river RA, Ogemaw county. 
 
(70) Rockport RA, Presque isle and Alpena counties. 
 
(71) Saugatuck SP, Allegan county. 
(72) Seven lakes SP, Oakland county. 
 
(73) Silver lake SP, Oceana county. 
 
(74) Sleeper SP, Huron county. 
 
(75) Sleepy Hollow SP, Clinton county. 
 
(76) South Higgins lake SP, Roscommon county. 
 
(77) Sterling SP, Monroe county. 
 
(78) Straits SP, Mackinac county. 
 
(79) Tahquamenon falls SP, Luce and Chippewa counties. 
 
(80) Tawas point SP, Iosco county. 
 
(81) Thompson’s harbor SP, Presque isle county. 
 
(82) Tippy dam RA, Manistee county. 
 
(83) Twin lakes SP, except vehicles regulated under part 811 of 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81101 to 324.81150, 
Houghton county. 
 
(84) Van Buren SP, Van Buren county. 
 
(85) Van riper SP, Marquette county. 
 
(86) Wagner falls scenic site, Alger county. 
 
(87) Warren Dunes SP, Berrien county. 
 
(88) Warren woods SP, Berrien county. 
 
(89) Waterloo RA, lands in Jackson and Washtenaw counties, with the exception of section 2, 3, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, T1S, R2E, Jackson county. 
 
(90) Watkins Lake SP and County Preserve, Jackson county. 
 
(91) Wells SP, Menominee county. 
 



(92) Wetzel RA, Macomb county. 
 
(93) Wilderness SP, Emmet county. 
 
(94) Wilson SP, Clare county. 
 
(95) Yankee springs RA, Barry county. 
 
(96) Young SP, Charlevoix county. 
History: Am. 1, 2010, Post April 1, 2010; Am. 6, 2011, Post Jun. 23, 2011; Am. 5, 2011, Post Jul. 8, 2011; Am. 5, 2012, Post Jul 13, 2012; Am. 3, 2014, Post Jan. 16, 
2014; Am. 2, 2014, Post Feb. 19, 2014; Am. 8, 2016, Post Aug. 15, 2016. 

5.17 Off road vehicles in state parks; conditions for use, permit, prohibited conduct.  
Order 5.17. A person shall not operate an off road vehicle in the following state parks except for:  
 
(1) Entrance to and departure from a designated area in:  
 
(a) Baraga SP, Baraga county.  
 
(b) Bewabic SP, Iron county.  
 
(c) Clear lake SP, Montmorency county.  
 
(d) Muskallonge lake SP, Luce county.  
 
(e) Twin lakes SP, Houghton county. 

History: Am. 5, 2009, Post May 8, 2009; Am. 16, 2009, Post Oct. 9, 2009; Am 3, 10`5, Post July 14, 2015. 

 


