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Minutes of the 
Michigan Trails Advisory Council 

July 7, 2016 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Michigan Trails Advisory Council (MTAC) was called to order 
by Mr. Mike Foote at 10:00 a.m., on Thursday, July 7, 2016, at the Ralph A. MacMullan 
Conference Center in Roscommon.   Members present: Mike Foote, Jim Duke, Tom 
Dunn, Tim Kobasic, Nancy Krupiarz, Bill Manson, and Sarah Nicholls.  Absent: Chair 
Wheatlake, Jim Dickie, Jason Rolling, and Drew YoungeDyke. 
 
The following Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff was present:  Paul Yauk 
(PRD), Greg Clark (PRD), Barbara Graves (PRD), Dakota Hewlett (PRD), Jessica 
Holley (FRD), Matt Lincoln (PRD), Patrick Mohney (FRD), Todd Neiss (PRD), Bill 
Sterrett (FRD), Amy Swainston (PRD), and Ron Yesney (PRD). 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
MOTION: Mr. Tom Dunn moved to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Jim Duke and it carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Jim Duke moved to approve the April 12, 2016 minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Tom Dunn and it carried unanimously. 
 
UPDATES 
 
SWOT Analysis – Mr. Matt Lincoln, a member of the Parks and Recreation Strategic 
Plan Committee, was present to get feedback from the Council for the Parks and 
Recreation Division’s Strategic Plan.  They are in the process of collecting feedback 
from their stakeholders and advisory groups.  This will be a user-friendly, 5-year plan 
with more realistic and obtainable goals.  The information gathered will be used to 
identify the issues and key gaps which will guide the development of the goals and 
objectives for the plan.  By fall they will have a draft of the plan.  Members of the public 
and advisory groups will be able to give feedback on the draft before it is adopted.  The 
goal is to adopt a final plan in January 2017.   
 
State Trail Plan Update – Paul Yauk 
- The transition between Parks and Forest Resources is underway.   
- An interview was conducted last week for the Iron Belle Trail position, and one will be 

conducted next week for the Motorized Trails specialist, which is the last position in 
the framework they want to fill.  They are trying to be more proactive to all of the state 
trail users; not only the motorized, but non-motorized.   

- Partnership opportunities - worked with DTE on the trail in the Waterloo Recreation 
Area where they funded it for $250,000.  They are working on partnerships on the 
CIS trail in Mid-Michigan.  Many partnerships will continue to be built.  Working with 
the healthcare community is another great opportunity.   
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- They have some opportunities for funding with the private sector.  Research is being 
done on how other states fund their non-motorized trail system.  With the new Trails 
staff, they now have the ability to take advantage of these opportunities. 

- Economic development and economic opportunities - we are a four-season trail 
system, which is critically important.  Each trail use group is important to local 
economies. 

- The SWOT will be important because there are some issues that need to be 
addressed, such as funding, personnel, and changing the system.   

- Personnel shortages are an issue.  Park staff is full of responsibilities.  They are 
looking at doing some things differently. 

 
Upper Peninsula Trail Update – Ron Yesney, Upper Peninsula Trails Coordinator (see 
attachment). 
 
Norther Lower Trails Update – Emily Meyerson, Northern Lower Trails Coordinator (see 
attachment). 
 
Accomplishments – Paul Yauk  
- Offers are ready to be made to landowners for the new ORV Adventure Park in 

Oakland County.  Oakland County Parks is going to be a partner.  This new park will 
be a destination for ORV users.  They are finalizing it and should have an update 
soon.   

- The Lakelands Trail, the Lake-to-Lake Trail, and the Iron Belle Trail - they have some 
linkages in Jackson County from Stockbridge to Jackson; they are finishing it and are 
working closely with MDOT and Corrections.  There has always been a big break in 
Calhoun County, but they are working with the communities there to extend the trail 
further west.  The Fruitbelt Trail, from Paw Paw to Hartford, would give them not only 
a year-round, non-motorized route, but a snowmobile route as well.  They expect to 
get the snags resolved quickly.  

- Thanks to Ron Yesney and Emily Meyerson for what they are doing, as well as the 
staff under them.  People are excited to come to work in the Trails Program.  They 
are highly regarded around the nation.   

- For the next three years, there will be three national and international organizations 
coming to Michigan.  It will be an opportunity to showcase Michigan and what they 
and their partners are doing.     

- Private Funding for Iron Belle Trail – seeking a private funding amount of almost 
$150,000,000.  The private funding element is a large project they are working on 
and they will have more information on it soon. 

- Mapping – they are working with their mapping section to create better maps for 
pathways to linear trails and water trails.  There are improvements. 

- Lands – Trails are wrought with trespassing and it is a huge task.  They want to keep 
these trails together and limit trespass and crossings.  
 

Pending Opportunities – Paul Yauk 
- There will be a bid put in to host the International Trails Symposium in 2019 in Grand 

Rapids.  Estimated count will be 800 – 1,000 participants.   
- They are working with the city of Detroit to turn blighted areas into park lands, thereby 

connecting the communities throughout with Michigan trails.     
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Supplemental Bill – Paul Yauk 
- They met to go over existing projects, what was overlooked, and projects for next 

year.  They are keeping in mind that in 2018 there will be a sunset.  They want to 
make sure the ground work is done now.  There have been significant improvements 
made and there are plans to do better at letting the public know of these 
accomplishments. 

- A representative in Lowell put in a $2.5M appropriation for two bridges in the city, 
over waterways and also on the Iron Belle.  That project is in the works.  The next 
one is water trails and there is an appropriation for $100,000 for the Grand River 
Development.  There are some developments on the Grand River Trail, from Grand 
Rapids to the Jackson segment.  
 

Ms. Nancy Krupiarz asked Mr. Yauk if there was any money allocated for the mapping 
project.  Mr. Yauk replied there was not, but that it needs to be a priority.  He thinks they 
can find some funding to keep it moving, but they need a strong commitment from the 
Department and all of the divisions.  Mr. Tim Kobasic asked if they were outsourcing it.  
Mr. Yauk replied that it is internal right now.  He said everybody has a great system, but 
it is not in one spot.  There are different labels for the same amenity, etc., so it is 
inconsistent.    
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup  
- It was a slow year last year and dollars were down; they sold about 130,000 trail 

permits, down about 12,000 from the year before.  Total miles groomed last year on 
6,500 miles was 328,620, which was down about 120,000 miles from the year before.   

- There is a member vacancy on SAW.  A press release just went out from the 
Department seeking interested candidates.   

- Legislation was passed for permanent easements.  Jason Fleming put together a 
process.  They are still working on piloting it.     

- The Equipment Subcommittee – met regarding the dismal year.  Normally, they buy 
between 7 and 12 pieces of equipment.  A tractor and a drag are $200,000 - 
$500,000 each.  This year they are only buying 2.  The subcommittee recommended 
to the full committee that they take the signing and brushing from $90 per mile down 
to $70 per mile.  The whole committee concurred and they passed a resolution and 
directed the DNR to drop it.  It is a small cut and they fully intend to put it back when 
they pass more legislation.  He just wants everyone to know that it was not the 
Department that asked them, they came up with it on their own.   

- They have a couple different signs they want to see added to their handbook and it is 
being looked at right now by the Department.   

- They are working with the Department on a 10-year budget.  They met with Jackie 
Blodgett yesterday.  He is excited about being able to take it to the legislature and 
say they want to raise the trail permit fee.  They want to show what is going to 
happen to the program if there is no increase.  It is a dramatic drop-off within the next 
two years.  A majority of snowmobilers want to pay and their bottom line is they want 
smooth trails. 
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- Yuma to Copemish – Will be great to connect the area.  He is sorry they could not get 
the MDOT and DNR together sooner because the bridge is an important bridge over 
the Manistee River.   

- Good news - The International Snowmobile Congress was granted to MSA in Grand 
Rapids in 2019.   

- Rider education – They have to come up with a plan to educate new, cross-country 
snowmobile riders.  The cross-over sleds are not good to ride on trails, and they tend 
to park trailers in the middle of logging trails. 

- They are pushing DNR Law to ticket people with loud pipes.  The stationary sound 
test has been upgraded to handle two-stroke and four-stroke.  They shouldn’t have 
any issues there.  

- They had a lot of fatalities this year.  When snowfall is down, fatalities go up, when 
there is an abundance of snow, fatalities go down.  They attribute it to the average 
snowmobiler and the new, faster sled technology.  The lack of snow caused less than 
adequate berms, so there were a lot of people who hit trees and unfortunately died 
because of it.  They need to educate more on that and off-trail riding; when it’s ok and 
when it’s not.  
 

Law 
- They successfully had the instructor academy in the Upper Peninsula, with 20 new 

instructors certified.  Three attendees from the Lower Peninsula said they can’t wait 
to come back again.  It appears they are going to try and continue it.  The facility has 
been endorsed; they have a great plan there.  

- Since they last met, they merged and partnered with the MiTrale group in the western 
Upper Peninsula and the Delta SORVA.  Between the two in a period of two weeks, 
they certified 104 new riders; mostly kids.  The team club in Marquette County just 
conducted their first class with two new instructors; 15 more kids were certified.   

- The recently met with the Forest Service in the Hiawatha and one of the suggestions 
was to streamline the application process for trail upgrades.  They tried to make it 
work better and it came back very positive. 

 
Non-motorized Advisory Workgroup  
- Electric Bikes - There was discussion on classification of e-Bikes between the DNR, 

MDOT, Michigan Mountain Biking Association, North Country Trail Association, and 
League of Michigan Bicyclists.  Consensus is e-Bikes should not be classified as 
mopeds, but as bicycles.  Some determined multi-use trails may be an option for 
them to allow some people to enjoy the trails.  Mountain bikers did not seem to be in 
consensus on allowing them on mountain biking trails.  It was brought to legislators at 
Bike Advocacy Day that they are still working on the issue and would like to discuss it 
further with their partners.  

- Safe passing distance legislation – they pushed for this as well because Michigan is 
one of nine states that do not have legislation requiring motorists to be a certain 
distance away from bikes.  The bill would also include stiffer penalties for motorists 
who commit moving violations and kill or injure a bicyclist.  The two bills will be 
packaged together and introduced soon. 

- Funding - They have many volunteers and friends groups who maintain the trails and 
they want to be able to monetize that.  They have a chart they have been working on 
that has funding mechanisms from other states.  Discussion will take place on what 
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might be possible politically to raise money for non-motorized trails.  More discussion 
will take place. 

- DTE Trail - The new non-motorized trail was a big partnership effort with Detroit 
Edison.  It links Pinckney and Waterloo Recreation Areas and will eventually be 20 
miles long.  It will serve mountain biking, cross country skiing and hiking.  It was in 
conjunction with the DNR, Detroit Edison and the Potawatomi Chapter of the 
International Mountain Biking Association.  It was a big success and it opened up on 
June 16. 
 

Off-road Vehicle Advisory Workgroup 
- Tried unsuccessfully to organize a joint SAW/ORVAW meeting, so the ORVAW 

meeting was pushed back to June 22 and held via conference call. 
- Discussion included moving forward with land acquisitions at Groveland ORV Park in 

Oakland County. 
- They discussed the trail signage and options for paying clubs to install new carbon 

fiber posts in accordance with the sign plan. 
- Further discussion on the use of the Alpha Signs on trails.  A resolution was adopted 

to continue the Alpha signs on trails in the Upper Peninsula as a pilot program.   
- HB5275 was discussed and a resolution was passed to support if language for the 

DNR to inventory forest roads was stricken.  Some members fear such an inventory 
will lead to forest road closures.  Other members believe it would bring the system in 
the Upper Peninsula and Lower Peninsula back together, since the change in 
language back in the 80s closed the forest roads in the Lower Peninsula.  

- Other discussions included the review of trail maintenance pay for motorcycle and 
ATV routes.  

 
Equine Trails Subcommittee 
- Do not have a lot to report from ETS because they had to postpone their meeting due 

to a lack of a quorum.  Their next meeting is scheduled for August 23, 2016 at the 
MSU Diagnostic Center. 

- They came up with corral definitions which are still an ongoing discussion. 
- Mixed camping was discussed and the recommendation from the group was they did 

not think it was a good idea because of concern for safety and liability. 
- Electricity in campgrounds – Ionia was a potential first site for electricity; however, the 

economic impact was too great.  He thinks discussions with all equestrian groups 
should be done so everyone understands the economic impact.   

- Trail mileage and density will be discussed at the next meeting so the equestrians 
have a better idea of how that is determined in the parks.  They would like to see 
mileage increased in all of the parks for more trail opportunities as well as attracting 
other people from out of state to come to Michigan.  
  

U.S. Forest Service  
- Ms. Kristin Thrall reported that all the forests have their trail data on their interactive 

visitor map now, except for snowmobile trails which they are working on (snowmobile 
trail data is complicated because of jurisdiction changes).  GIS data can be pulled as 
well.   
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- Filled vacancies - New district ranger in Mio is Brad Bolton; new East Zone recreation 
planner is Andrew Kenyon; Randy Griffith is new recreation lead in Oscoda, at the 
Huron Shores Ranger District, replacing Gordon Haas.   

- They just received $100,000 in funding for the Au Sable Creek Bridge on the North 
Country Trail for the Iron Belle, and it is out for contract right now.  They are working 
on fixing the Luzerne Boardwalk, which is $300,000, using Stewardship dollars from 
timber receipts. 

 
INFORMATIONAL UPDATE 
 
Filer Creek Bridge – Mr. Bill Sterrett from Forest Resources reported that they 
researched the issue that dates back to the original washout of the culvert.  They found 
that they could not replace it with another culvert because of the width of the stream and 
for water quality reasons.  The County, working with Mr. Todd Neiss from Parks and 
Recreation, has restored the site.  The Department of Environmental Quality revisited 
the site and will now allow a 14 foot bridge or box culvert.  The estimated cost of this is 
approximately $90,000.  It is a seasonal county road, the Department of Natural 
Resources was able to re-route the trail successfully, so at this point in time because of 
cost and low priority they will not replace the bridge.  There have been adequate 
measures taken with signage to warn users, so he thinks the necessary steps have 
been taken. (Handout attached). 
 
PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
 
Mr. Bill Watson, Director of the SEEDS Youth Conservation Corps, introduced himself 
to the Council and then thanked Emily Meyerson, Todd Neiss, and Paul Yauk of the 
DNR for giving work to their organization a few weeks ago where they installed 
carsonite signs on the Manton Trail.   
 
Mr. Watson briefed the council on the program and the type of work they have done 
around the state.  He encouraged the Department to work more with the group as they 
do everything from trail construction to habitat restoration.  He recommended viewing 
their website at www.ecoseeds.org to learn more about their program and services.   
 
 
Mr. Mike Foote moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:19 p.m.  The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Jim Duke and it carried unanimously. 

http://www.ecoseeds.org/
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Glimpse of trail projects in the NLP

• Trail Partnerships
• Lake Station Coal Tower Clean-up

• PRC Interpretive Trail

• Harger Line Trail

• Village of Wolverine Park

• Trail Planning
• Potential multi-use trail network in 

Manistee/Benzie area.

• Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail

• Iron Belle Trail Projects

• Water Trail Program

• Trail Proposals

• Operation and Maintenance
• Pathway Sign Planning

• ORV sign installation, grading and 
restoration projects

• Infrastructure needs

• Land Use & Event Permits

Trail Development
• North Western State Trail

• Alpena to Hillman Trail Phase 1

• Otsego County Trail

• Metz Historic Trailside Park

• Alpena Regional Trailhead



SEEDS Program
Long Lake Motorcycle Trail

 Installed 146 carsonite posts on 27 miles, Long Lake Motorcycle Trail
 Removed nearly all orange triangles
 Provided a map with eroded areas, trees down & broken safety signs



Lake Station Coal Tower Clean Up
Pere Marquette Trail

Before. . . 



After. . . Trail Section helped develop a partnership between the 
Township, County Historic Society and PRD Land 

Manager to clean up the historic site, make it safer and 
less of an attractive nuisance.



Yuma to Copemish- - - and beyond

• Yuma to Copemish, planned to be open 
this winter.
• DNR, FRD and PRD are working on the 

trail grade issues at Viaduct Road
• Snowmobile club is working on decking 

the Pomona structure
• Manistee bridge will be detoured on a 

local road for now, currently looking at 
new estimates and potential funding for 
renovation.

• Big Picture: connect Interlochen to 
Manistee and Frankfort to Cadillac

• Develop a partnership, being led by 
Benzie Manistee Snowbirds, to develop a 
snowmobile / non-motorized trail.

• Coincides with many goals of the State 
Trail Plan



ORV Restoration – 7 mile pit

ORV restoration needs in 
the State Forest. Task force 

was appointed at the 
ORVAW meeting to look at 
this site for restoration and 
a potential shooting range 

which requires sound 
testing for impacts to 

neighbors.



Metz Historic Trailside Park
North Eastern State Trail



Carp Lake River Bridge Completion
North Western State Trail



What does this mean??

You can now get from Lake 
Huron in Alpena, to the Straits 
of Mackinac, to Little Traverse 
Bay in Petoskey and onto Lake 

Michigan in Charlevoix . . .

188 miles

on trail.

Ribbon Cutting Celebration being planned 
for later this year



 
FILER CREEK UPDATE:  4-21-2016   
Bill Sterrett, FRD District Supervisor, Western Lower Peninsula 
 
The DNR was asked to provide an update on the Filer Creek crossing on the Wexford 
County seasonal road known as Kolarvic Road.  In 2008, the existing culvert was washed 
out due to heavy rains. 
 
Alan Cooper, Wexford County Road Commission Manager was contacted to verify the 
following information.  Dave Fisher, Forest Resources Division Cadillac Unit Manager 
visited the site and took the attached pictures. 
 
Kolarvic road is not abandoned.  They were considering abandoning a section of it but 
have not decided whether they want to pursue it at this time.  
 
This past winter, a Township Official illegally placed a culvert that was in storage at the 
County’s gravel pit.  Since that time, the county has restored the site to the conditions 
shown in the pictures below. 
 

 
 
It would appear from the pictures that adequate precautions have been taken to warn 
users that the road ends at the creek from both sides.  Guardrail has been placed to block 
drivable access to the creek. 
 
The MCCT cycle trail did cross the creek at this location at one time but has since been 
re-routed to meet the needs of the trail. 
 
The DEQ requested that the road commission remove the illegal culvert that was placed 
in filer creek over the winter.  The stream bank was stabilized at the time the culvert was 
removed.  We believe that this was done in March 2016. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The site did qualify for FEMA disaster funds back in 2008.  DEQ specified that a 22’ 
bridge or box culvert be used for the replacement.  The FEMA funds would only pay for 
replacement of the original structure which was a 14” concrete culvert.  The road 
commission does not have enough money in the budget to install a 22’ box culvert.  
Estimates were $200,000 +. 
 
The DEQ has revisited the site and will now allow a 14’ bridge or box culvert.  Estimated 
cost for this is approximately $90,000. The Road Commission does not have the money 
for this project.  It does not rank very high on the priority list since there is good access 
from the west and the east and the fact that this is a seasonal county road with little 
development in the area. 
 
There is still the issue of orvs and snowmobiles going around the closure and thru the 
creek at this location but it appears the county has taken reasonable measures to block 
vehicle access through the stream. 
 


