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Minutes of the 
Michigan Trails Advisory Council 

July 6, 2017 
 

The regular meeting of the Michigan Trails Advisory Council (MTAC) was called to order 
by Chairman Frank Wheatlake at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 6, 2017 at the Ralph A. 
MacMullan Conference Center in Roscommon.  Members present: Chairman 
Wheatlake, Sarah Nicholls, Tom Dunn, Jason Rolling, Mike Foote, Tim Kobasic, Bill 
Manson, Jim Dickie, and James Duke.  Absent: Nancy Krupiarz.   Drew YoungeDyke 
resigned from the committee on 4/12/17. 
 
The following Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff was present: Paul Yauk, 
Barbara Graves, Kristen Bennett, Gregory Kinser, Nicole Toman, Steve Krzesicki, Anna 
Sylvester, Jessica Holley, Emily Meyerson, and Bill Sterrett. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
MOTION: Mr. Tim Kobasic moved to approve the July 6, 2017 meeting agenda.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Bill Manson and it carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Tim Kobasic moved to approve the April 13, 2017 meeting minutes.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Bill Manson and it carried unanimously. 
 
UPDATES 
 
Mr. Paul Yauk shared with the group that Mark Mandenberg, retired non-motorized 
grant coordinator, passed away last week.  Mark was a great loss to the non-motorized 
trail program. 
 
General Fund Update 
 
Mr. Yauk reported that the upcoming budget bill includes $5 million to help generate 
private dollars for the Iron Belle Trail.  The Department is looking at it as a challenge 
grant for Iron Belle.  Staff and communities around the state have done a great job in 
moving forward.  Currently, seven million dollars is in the bill for state park 
infrastructure.   
 
Recreation passport sales are up in all categories; 2.75% from last year.  Lodging 
reservations are up 16% from last year, along with harbor and Belle Isle.  ORV license 
sales are up 7.5%, trail permits 11.3%, snow sales are down 1.5% from last year.  Mr. 
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Manson said they are 132 permits less this year than last year at 130,366. The 
Department will provide this report again at the October meeting. 
 
Trust Fund Update 
 
Mr. Yauk said they put several projects in for Trust Fund grants.  These dollars, if 
awarded, will be used towards acquisition and development in the trail system.  They 
will have answers later in the year.  Mr. Yauk will bring the project list to the October 
meeting and will put together a letter from this committee for Chair Wheatlake’s review.   
 
Public Act 288 of 2016 
 
Mr. Bill Sterrett reported that three public meetings were held in West Branch, Cadillac, 
and Gaylord with total attendance at 232 people.  To date, they have received 206 e-
mail comments, 400 comments from the website, and about 7,000 hits on the website.  
After the public comment period closes on July 15, the division will review the 
comments then meet with the other divisions.  Ms. Jessica Holley said comments will be 
compiled, reviewed by all divisions, and then presented to the Director.  They will then 
be discussed at the October 12 Natural Resources Commission (NRC) meeting.  At the 
November 9 NRC meeting, the final decisions from the Director will be given.  The 
public facing maps will be completed by the end of December.   
 
When asked about cost, Mr. Sterrett and Ms. Holley said there is no funding source for 
the staff time involved among other things such as infrastructure.  Chair Wheatlake 
suggested going to the legislature before the next budget round to lay out a budget for 
this project.   
 
Mr. Tim Kobasic said, in relation to P.A. 288, he thinks it and other pieces of legislation 
that are unfunded mandates are bringing them back to crippling the DNR’s function and 
progress.  He handed out a copy of Resolution 12 (attached) which was passed by the 
Michigan United Conservation Club (MUCC) in June.  The purpose of this was to send a 
clear message that it is not appropriate for these types of unfunded mandates to 
continue and to send a message back to the legislature to be prudent and fiscally 
responsible.  He asked the council to consider an endorsement of the resolution by 
MUCC.   
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MOTION:  T. Kobasic made the motion that the committee charge the Chairman to have 
an audience with the Governor and with the Director of the Department of Natural 
Resources to relay that this Council endorses Resolution 12 submitted by MUCC that is 
titled “Unfunded Mandates on the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.”  The 
motion was seconded by M. Foote and it carried unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. Ronald Gribb said his biggest concern with the trail system is the lack of 
consolidated maps.  He is asking the committee to go to the legislature to consolidate 
them.  He also stated that ORVs on snowmobile trails are dangerous and to please 
consider making them one-way.   
 
Mr. Paul Yauk said they realize mapping is an issue.  They are meeting next week with 
staff to put together a plan to move forward and streamline the process.  It is going to 
cost money and it is not cheap.  Each program has a degree of accuracy.  Ms. Kristin 
Bennett said the Marquette pilot was a sample.  They need their processes to be 
smooth before they take on more data.  The meeting is to get the internal process 
down, so when they ask the counties and locals for data, they can seamlessly send it 
out to the public.  Chair Wheatlake asked them for a timeline.  Mr. Yauk will provide the 
recommendations to the group.   
 
BUSINESS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup, Bill Manson 
- They are spending 2.4 million on equipment. 
- The LEAN meeting is looking at how to make the program work better.  A 

recommendation was made to the Department to allow them to purchase 
refurbished equipment.  The Equipment Subcommittee is working well with the 
Department on looking at value of equipment.  It was also recommended to put 
signing and brushing money back to what it was in 2016.   

- Recommendations were made to the Department to put GPSs in groomers.  
- They had a joint meeting to see where they have strengths together and hash out 

weaknesses.  A lot of their clubs are becoming combination clubs.   
- They are presenting a formula to the legislature that is similar to the Pure Michigan 

formula.   
- They had the lowest fatality rate at 5. 
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Off-Road Vehicle Advisory Workgroup, Tom Dunn, Chair 
 
- Joint meeting – Some of the equipment is not conducive to their system.  A lot of 

good comes out of the meetings, but there will always be some conflict.  
- The ORVAW met via conference call on June 14.  Jacklin Blodgett reported a 7.0% 

increase in ORV license sales through May from last year, and an increase of 10.7% 
in trail use permits (See Licenses and Permits Sales Reports on the Natural 
Resources Commission web page. This report is updated monthly). Revenue is up 
$1.3M, expenditures are up about $847K. They have granted out about $2.2M for 
maintenance and development, restoration, law enforcement grants, and other law 
maintenance grants; another $1.1M will be issued out soon. Tom would like a 
meeting with department staff to discuss this in more detail. 

- ORV Permit Sunset – P. Yauk reported that they have a legislator that is looking at 
sponsoring a bill. Anna Mooney, Legislative Liaison for the department is making 
contact and they are moving forward. Chair Dunn said Senator Hansen has talked to 
the department and has received feedback. Senator Casperson is willing to sit down 
and talk as well. He made a big point that they are not looking to change anything, 
just remove the sunset. 

- P.A. 288 of 2016 Department Update - The DNR Roads Web Map is now available 
on line and identifies which roads are proposed to be opened, closed, or seasonally 
closed to ORV use and can be found on the Road Inventory Project page at 
www.michigan.gov/forestroads. Public input can be taken online, in person, via email 
or regular mail. The comment period will close July 15. Project timeline is also 
available on the site. 

- A motion was proposed and passed stating that; ORV funds should not be used to 
pay for the inventories or signing of the public roads open by P.A. 288 of 2016. The 
ORV fund cannot sustain the funding liabilities of maintaining, signing, repair, or 
enforcement of roads that are not part of the designated trail system. 

- The ORVAW Subcommittee on the ORV Safety hand book has had some problems 
working with LED in regards to recommended changes to bring it up to date on 
current signage and laws. Working with the department to rectify. 

- Updates were given on several projects, many have been completed and others 
have moved forward well.  Since the meeting at least 2 major bridge projects have 
been completed in the Upper Lower Peninsula ahead of schedule and below 
budgeted projections. 

- They received a first ever appropriation of $4m to fund projects. 
- Next meeting October 10, 2017 in the Upper Peninsula, location to be determined. 
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Equine Trails Subcommittee, Mike Foote, Chair 
- They have not yet approached anyone on adding on more trails.   
- Top three trail plan goals – nothing received from members yet.   
- The economic impact study will begin this month.  
- An update was given on the equestrian mapping project by department staff at the 

last meeting.   
- He would like to get input from park managers on what they think about carts on 

their trails.  He will work with Anna Sylvester.   
- They have partnered with MSU on a public safety service announcement.   
 
Changes to U.S. Forest Service Saw Policy 
 
Ms. Kristin Thrall from the U.S. Forest Service reported that in July 2016, the agency 
revised the saw crosscut policy.  They are slowly working to get everyone in 
compliance.  Clauses will be put in the agreements.  Anyone operating on US Forest 
lands has to be certified to their specifications.  Whoever is operating the saw would be 
required to have certification and the certification is good for three years.  Ms. Thrall will 
find out if the State’s training would be sufficient for the U.S. Fed training.   
 
P.A. 39 of 2017 
 
Ms. Nicole Toman, Regulatory Unit Manager for PRD gave an update on P.A. 39.  The 
act addresses rail trails and the department’s continued ability to be able to acquire 
them and be the sponsor of them.  The second is as it relates to liability for groups who 
are doing work on public lands, specifically trails, when they are not the owners of those 
properties.  (See attached for P.A. 39 of 2017). 
 
Fees Related to Event and Use Permits 
 
Ms. Toman reported that there were discrepancies in the previous policy, so they 
streamlined it and made it more consistent.  Now when looking at permits for PRD 
administered lands they look at the impact on the resources and the amount of 
dedicated DNR staff time.  A value is assigned based on a number of factors (i.e., soil 
erosion, additional staff time). 
 
STAFF REPORTS  
 
Kristen Thrall, U.S. Forest Service – They were able to repair the Luzerne equestrian 
trail boardwalk, so it is open again.   
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Emily Meyerson, Parks and Recreation 
- Three projects complete: 

o Ham Creek ORV Bridge 
o Lincoln Hills Bridge (Snowmobile, ORV and Non-motorized share it) 
o 1.65 miles of the IBT along North Higgins Lake State Park. Ribbon Cutting was 

last Friday. 
- Senator Wentworth called a meeting with MDOT and DNR to discuss filling the 

“Clare gap” between the Pere Marquette State Trail and the Pere Marquette 
Trail.  After various discussions with MDOT, it looks like we will move ahead putting 
the trail in road right of way.  DNR is helping to coordinate this effort with the City. 

- Carmeuse (limestone quarry near Rogers City) did submit a Land Transaction 
Application to trade the DNR railroad property for a year round trail easement 
around the quarry. We have been working with them for quite a while so we are 
happy to take this step forward. 

- With the MNRTF grants being delayed, many projects were delayed including the 
Otsego County Trail/IBT. This project will extend from the southern terminus of the 
North Central State Trail through Gaylord to Waters. It will improve the existing 
snowmobile trail and open it for year round use by non-motorized users.  It will be 
entirely on an active railroad grade. Now that the money is moving forward, this 
project is full steam ahead as we have a lot of work to do with MDOT rail to get final 
approval.  This is a great partnership project with Otsego County. 

- The first large order of Pathway signs was submitted and should be delivered any 
day. A second order is going in this month. All signs should be installed prior to 
winter as we were able to fund some STW hours for pathway sign installation. 

 
Kristen Bennett – Parks and Recreation, Iron Belle Hiking and Biking Trail 
- A new 1.5 miles segment of the Iron Belle opened near Higgins Lake last Friday. 
- They replaced a bridge over the Clinton River in Sterling Heights on the biking trail.   
- Goal is to have about 20 more miles of trail completed by the end of this year.  The 

trail is currently 70% done of the 2,000 miles.   
- Had bikers and hikers out on National Trail Days.  Iron Belle stickers were provided 

when participants sent pictures in.  For the third year, 1,200 Scouts participated, 
hiking 6,709 miles; each received an Iron Belle patch.   

- Four groups from Gogebic County planted seven types of native shrubs along a 
portion of the trail as well as seeds for a butterfly garden.   

- They have a planned pedestrian bridge over the Swartz Creek and the Flint River as 
part of the Flint River revitalization project.   

- Some of the Iron Belle team attended the American Trails International Trails 
Symposium in Dayton, Ohio, the Trenton Trail Town 101 and Trenton Summer 
Festival, and the Ann Arbor Green Fair to talk about the Iron Belle and how we are a 
national leader in collaboration in public and private partnerships. 
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- The fundraising committee is tasked with raising $168M to leverage past and 
present grants.  The total campaign for completing this trail is $450M to do the 2,000 
miles of trail.  So far $143,000 has been raised and there is another $5M in 
applications out to various foundations and corporations.  They are also doing a 
CrowdRise which is a crowdfunding platform to raise donations.  Through this, they 
have raised $2,200,000 since June! 

 
Jessica Holley, Parks and Recreation 
- Carsonite installation on ORV trails is moving along. 
- They are focusing on ironing out the issues between LAW and Trails regarding the 

safety manual and other things.   
- They have prioritized updating the sign manual.   
- As part of the Snowmobile LEAN process, a team was formed to update the grants 

manual.   
- Ten recommendations came out of the Snowmobile LEAN process and 6 action 

teams were established.   
- Snow maintenance meetings are in October.   
- There are many infrastructure projects going on this year: culverts, grading, etc.   
 
Steve Krzesicki, Parks and Recreation 
- The Baraga to Arnhem trail in the U.P. came under budget and they will be starting 

work for a number of culverts that have blown out and also trail repair.   and blow out 
repairs.   

 
Ms. Anna Sylvester reminded everyone to make sure they put in their comments on 
P.A. 288 this before the closing date.   
 
Mr. Tim Kobasic thanked the department for moving two projects forward that were 
stalled. 
 
Chair Wheatlake asked the council their thoughts about teleconferencing.  All favored 
face to face. 
 
Mr. Kobasic gave an update on the impact of SB 248.   
 
Mr. Manson said they are on track with the Recreational Trails Program and have 
meetings scheduled for August.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:51 p.m. 




























