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Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Trail Advisory Board Meeting 
Motorcycle Trail Briefing Paper 2/6/08 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has 
designated approximately 3,185 miles of ORV trails and routes and 2,198 acres of 
designated scramble area Statewide.  Of the designated ORV trail and route system, 
currently approximately 30% is designated and maintained for motorcycle only use, 
approximately 50% is designated and maintained for both ATV and motorcycle use, and 
approximately 20% is designated and maintained as ORV route, open to ORVs of all 
sizes including trucks, ATVs and motorcycles.  In addition to the designated ORV trail 
and route system, thousands of miles of State and national forest roads are open to 
ORV operation in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
 
In 2007, the DNR received a petition from the UP Sandstormer’s Motorcycle and ORV 
Club with over 100 signatures, requesting the DNR implement a Land Use Order of the 
Director (LUOD) to prohibit ATV operation on designated motorcycle trails.  The petition 
was presented and discussed at the May 2007 ORV Trails Advisory Board meeting in 
Lansing. The DNR agreed to do an investigation.   
 
ISSUE:  Existing ORV trails maintained for motorcycles are being widened by ATV use. 
 
Motorcycle trails are maintained at a width of 24 inches on the ground and 40 inches at 
handlebar height.   
 
Law Enforcement Division (LED) indicated they will not take action against individuals 
who are using ATVs on motorcycle only trails because “trail” is defined in statute and 
State Land Rules as follows: 
 
Forest Trail (Act 451, Part 811, 324.81101) is defined as a designated path or way 
capable of travel only by a vehicle less than 50” in width. 
 
Designated Trail (State Land Rules R299.921) is defined as a 1-track path or way which 
is capable of travel by a 2- to 4-wheel vehicle that is less than 50” in width and which 
has been signed on the ground for ORV use. 
 
Therefore, in some instances, individuals have been operating ATVs (approx. 46-48 
inches in width) on trails designated as motorcycle only; resulting in a widening of the 
trail, and LED will not take action against the individual. 
 
A LUOD is necessary for LED to enforce motorcycle only use of a trail that has been 
designated as motorcycle only. 
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PROCESS:  Forest, Mineral and Fire Management (FMFM) staff completed an 
evaluation of designated motorcycle trails to determine which trails should be included 
in such a LUOD using criteria such as: 
 

• Is the trail already maintained for motorcycles? 
• Does the trail still have some desirable “single-track” attributes, or has it been 

significantly altered (widened, straightened) by other ORVs?  
• How wide is existing infrastructure like bridges and tree openings? 
• Is it used often and by whom? 
• What is the proximity to other types of trails? 
• Existing agreements with cooperating divisions or organizations (e.g. Hunt 

Creek) 
 
FINDINGS/RECOMMENDATION:   
 
The DNR trail evaluation indicated that approximately 187 miles (out of 786) of 
designated motorcycle trails no longer met the criteria stated above, and their 
designation should be changed to ATV/MC use.  These trail miles have been widened 
to a point where they can no longer be considered single track in nature.  The remaining 
miles of designated trail still retain single track width and meet the criteria listed above.  
 
Staff recommends a LUOD be approved to limit the use of trails that meet the criteria 
above to motorcycle use only (see attached list of trails).  The LUOD should allow for 
use of ATVs on the trail for maintenance and enforcement activities, as approved by the 
DNR.  In addition, the LUOD will need language to exempt the segments of these trails 
that extend onto forest roads, ATV trails, routes, etc. 
 
This re-designation/LUOD would result in 24% of the existing ORV trail system being 
designated as motorcycle only, compared to the current amount of 30% of the trail miles 
being designated as motorcycle trail. 
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COUNTY 
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MAINTENANCE 
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PROPOSED 
FUTURE 

MAINTENANCE 
OBJECTIVE 

ACTION 
NEEDED 

North Missaukee Trail 
Grand Travers, Wexford, Kalkaska, 

Missaukee MC only segments 25 MC only segments LUOD 
Missaukee Junction Motorcycle Trail Wexford MC 18 MC/ATV Re-designate 
Tin Cup Trail  Lake MC 21 MC LUOD 
Little Manistee Trail Lake MC 46 MC LUOD 
Evart Motorcycle Trail Osceola MC  23 MC LUOD 
Long Lake Motorcycle Trail Wexford MC 27 MC LUOD 
Lincoln Hills Trail Lake MC 21 MC LUOD 
Grand Traverse Motorcycle Trail  Grand Traverse MC  66 MC LUOD 
Bummer’s Roost Cycle Trail Cheboygan / Presque Isle MC 21 MC/ATV Re-designate 
Red Bridge Motorcycle Trail Cheboygan MC 28 MC/ATV Re-designate 
Hunt Creek Motorcycle Trail Montmorency / Osceola MC 36 MC LUOD 
Tomahawk Routes Emmet, Charlevoix, Cheboygan MC/ATV/Route 2 MC only segment Re-des/LUOD 
Tomahawk Motorcycle Trail A Cheboygan MC 26 MC/ATV Re-designate 
Tomahawk Motorcycle Trail B & C Emmet, Charlevoix, Cheboygan MC 81 MC LUOD 
Brevort - Trout Lake Trail Chippewa / Mackinac MC 63 MC LUOD 
Kinross Trail Chippewa MC 30 MC LUOD 
Foreman Lake Trail Chippewa MC 13 MC LUOD 
Drummond Island Trail Chippewa MC 60 MC/ATV Re-designate 
Birch Hill Trail Chippewa MC 9 MC LUOD 
Silver Creek Trail Luce MC 34 MC/ATV Re-designate 
Sandtown Trail Mackinac / Luce MC 36 MC LUOD 
Newberry - Rexton Trail Mackinac / Luce MC 54 MC LUOD 
Porterfield Lake Trail Marquette MC 22 MC LUOD 
Bass Lake Trail Marquette MC 26 MC LUOD 
Miles of existing motorcycle only (MC) trail to be protected by LUOD 599    
Miles of  existing designated MC trail to be re-designated as MC/ATV 187    
Miles of existing route to be re-designated as MC only trail and protected by LUOD     2 
Total miles of existing MC only trail on State Forest Land to have a LUOD (includes portions of MCCCT) 601   
Total miles of designated MC only trail Statewide (state land plus 165 miles on USFS land) 766 




